Lesson 1: A Message from Jesus





The Revelation of Jesus Christ





Welcome to the REVELATION NOW! STUDY SERIES.  To do the lessons you will need a King James Version of the Bible. Simply fill in the blanks using the Bible to find the answers.  If doing the lessons by mail, when you have completed the lesson, mail it to the person who sent them to you.  When you have completed all the lessons in this series, we will send you a free gift.��The book of Revelation is an exciting and extremely important book of the Bible.  It is the book that explains in detail the religious history of the great controversy between Christ and Satan: a controversy which we are all involved in! Let’s begin the study of this exciting book prayerfully, and expectantly, waiting upon the Lord to lead us and guide us into all truth!��1.  What is the title of this book?  Chapter 1:1.     Answer:  The ______ of  ________.





Note: So many are afraid of the book of Revelation because they feel that the symbolism and language used is too mysterious to understand.  But the very title of the book tells us that it is a “revelation,” that is, something that is revealed -- not hidden!





2. Who gave this revelation to Jesus Christ?  Revelation 1:1.     Answer: ______________.


3. For what purpose was this revelation given and why was it recorded for the people of God?  See verse 1 again.





Answer:  "... to _____ unto His _____ things which _____ come to ______.”


Note: This book of revelation was written to inform us of things that must come to pass!  The Lord wants us to know about these important matters!





4. There is a special blessing for those who do three things with this important book.  What are these three things?  Rev. 1:3.





Answer:  Blessed is he or she who _____ , _______ and _______  the things written therein.





5. What does it say about Jesus in Revelation 1:5 pertaining to our salvation?





Answer:  "... He _____ us and _______ us from our _____ in His own _____.


Note: The blood of Jesus is the “soap” God uses to wash us from all our sins!  There is no stain that the blood cannot remove!





6. What has Jesus made of the redeemed?  Revelation 1:6.     Answer: ______ and ______.





Note: We have a great destiny and responsibility!  We are to act as righteous kings and priests are to act!  This is a tremendous revelation of what God expects of each of us!





7. Who will see Jesus return in power and glory?  Revelation 1:7.





Answer:  “... every _____ shall ______ Him.”


Note: This verse says that Jesus will come back visibly, the same way the disciples saw Him return to heaven as written in Acts 1:9-11!  Every one will see Him return on the clouds.  He will not come back “secretly” as so many falsely teach today!





8. Where was John when He received the visions of the Revelation?  Revelation 1:9.


Answer:  In the _____ of ______.


Note: Patmos was a prison colony, and John was there because He witnessed for the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ.  Legend has it that before he was sent there, they tried to scald him to death in a cauldron of burning oil, but the Lord miraculously protected His beloved disciple! John was an old man at this time, probably in his nineties, yet he still bore a powerful witness for his Savior even in the face of death! Let us never be ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ!





9. What day did John say it was when he heard the trumpet? Revelation 1:10.


Answer:  The _________.


Note: Some say that this term “Lord’s Day” means it was a Sunday when John received this vision. But the term “Lord’s Day” was never applied to the first day of the week in Bible times. That title was given to it by church leaders in the late 2nd century.





10. What did Jesus call Himself when He gave John these revelations?  Revelation 1:11.


Answer:  The _____ and the ______.


Note: These are the first and last letters in the Greek alphabet. Jesus is the FIRST and the last.  Only God could be called the FIRST!  This is clear Bible proof of the deity of Jesus Christ!





11. What did John see Jesus walking “in the midst of”?  verses 12-13.


Answer: _______ golden ________.


Note: In the days of Moses and ancient Israel, the seven golden candlesticks were in the holy place of the sanctuary.  See Exodus 37:17-18.   Verse 201 tells us that the seven golden candlesticks represent the “seven churches.”  Jesus walks among all the churches where honest hearted believers worship!  Jesus was also wearing the garments of a high priest when John saw Him. This is because Jesus is acting as our high Priest in the heavenly sanctuary right now!  See Hebrews 8:1-2.


�
Lesson 2: To the Seven Churches








1. What was the name of the first church that Jesus sent a message to?  Revelation 2:1.    Answer: __________.





Note: Many Bible commentators agree that the seven churches were not only literal churches in Asia, but that they also represent seven periods in the history of the Christian church. This first period would be the apostolic church which had "apostles" in it (verse 2), and was pure in the sense that it could "not bear them which are evil."  See Acts 5:9-11.   This period of church history would be from the resurrection of Christ to the death of the apostles.





2. What did Jesus have against the Ephesus church?  See chapter 2, verses 2-4.





Answer: They had ________ their ________ love.


Note: This indicates that as time went on the fervor and love for the Lord of the apostolic church began to wane.  Jesus called it to return to that first love.





 3. The Ephesian Christians hated the doctrine of what group whose doctrine Jesus also hated?  See verses 5-6.





Answer:  The ________.


Note: According to the SDA Bible dictionary, the doctrine of this offshoot group called "Nicolaitans" was that what a person did in his or her flesh in no way affected their salvation. In other words, they said it didn’t matter if a person broke God’s law or not, it could not affect their salvation! See SDA Bible Dictionary, p. 794-795.  Jesus said that He "hates" this false doctrine.  It is amazing that today you still hear similar teachings in many churches!





4. How did Jesus describe Himself to the Smyma church?  See verse 8.





Answer:  As the ________ and the ________.


Note: Only God could be both first and last!  This is again clear proof of the Deity of Jesus Christ!





5. How long would the Christians in the Smyrna church have “tribulation?”  See verses 9-10.





Answer: ________ days.


Note:  In prophecy, a day represents a year.  See Ezekiel 4:6.   The Smyrna church represented the second period of the church from about A.D. 100 to A.D. 323.  During this time the most bloody of the persecutions of the church took place during a ten year reign of terror beginning under the Emperor Diocletian.  This lasted ten years, from A.D. 303 to 313 just as Jesus said!  Many of the persecutions of Christians were instigated by the Jews who had not accepted the Messiah, Christ Jesus.  Jesus referred to them as the “synagogue of Satan!”





6. So far, what promises does Jesus give to the "overcomers"? See Revelation 2:7 & 11.


Answer:  They will ________ from the Tree of ________ in the ________ of God and they will not be ________ by the ________ death.


Note: Throughout the book of Revelation Jesus talks about "overcomers," those who overcome through His blood and their personal relationship with Him!  See Revelation 12:11.





7. Where did Jesus say the next church, Pergamos dwelt?  See Revelation 2:12-13.    Answer:  Where __________ seat is.


Note: Pergamos had a 200,000 volume library which was second only to Alexandria.  In fact, the word “parchment” comes from the name of this city.  The temple with the great altar of Zeus, which had a base of 100 square feet was located there.  This great altar and statue of Zeus stood 800 feet high above the plain, and thus fittingly could be called “Satan’s Seat.’   The period of this church would be from the year A.D. 323 to the establishment of "Babylon the Great," a false church which brought in paganism and heretical doctrines into Christianity.  This is what the term "Satan’s seat" would refer to in the historical understanding of this passage.  This false church gradually came into being and was firmly established in 538 A.D. We will learn much more about this fallen church and its "seat" as we continue to study the book of Revelation.  The term "Antipas" here may refer to the many that were killed for their faith during this period of church history.





8. What doctrine came into the church during this period?  See verse 14.   Answer: The doctrine of __________.


Note: Balaam desired to curse Israel for the sake of the rich reward which Balak offered him.  But not being permitted by the Lord to curse them, he resolved to accomplish essentially the same thing another way.  He therefore counseled Balak to seduce them, by means of the women of Moab, to participate in the celebration of the rites of idolatry and all its licentious accompaniments.  The plan succeeded. During the Pergamos period unlawful connections between the church and the world were made. The fallen church began to align itself with and make deals with kings and governments! This led the church into spiritual idolatry -- that is, unholy alliances with worldly governments!





9.  What did Jesus say He would do to this fallen church if they did not “repent”?  See verse 16.�Answer:  Fight against them with the ________ of His ________.�Note: In a future lesson, we will discover that the word of God unmasks this false religion!  We will also see that it has not repented and still continues to hold doctrines that are contrary to the Bible!  In fact, almost the “whole world” follows this false religion today! See Revelation 13:3.


�
Lesson 3: The Message to Laodicea





Sardis was the next of the churches to receive a message from Jesus.  The Sardis church period begins approximately 1517 and extends possibly to 1798.  It is the Reformation period of the church during which time the great reformers like Luther, Knox, Calvin and the like protested the abuses and false doctrines that had crept into the Roman Church.





1.  Jesus said those in Sardis had a "name" that indicated they were alive, but what did He say they were?  Revelation 3:1. 





Answer: ________.


Note: Even though they were called “Protestants,” many of the churches had lapsed into a state resembling, in certain ways, the church they had come out from!  This happened toward the end of this period of church history.





2.  What did Jesus say about the “works” of the church in the Sardis period?   See verse 2. 





Answer: He did not find them to be ________ before God.


Note: The Protestant Reformation did not completely reach its full potential.  The churches began to wane in zeal and in many areas followed doctrines of the fallen church.  It did not carry the church to complete doctrinal purity. 





3. What did Jesus say He would NOT do to the overcomers in this period of the church, and in fact in all periods of the church?  See verse 5. 





Answer:  He said He would ________ their _______ out of the _______ of _______.


Note: This verse shows us that it is possible to have one’s name blotted out of the book of life!  See also Exodus 32:33.





4.  What did Jesus set before the church during the Philadelphia period?  See verses 6-8.   Answer:  An ___________.





Note: The Philadelphia period of church history is the one just before the last period -- Laodicea.  Hence, it must refer to a period of relatively modern times as far as the prophetic application is concerned.  Many scholars believe that this period would describe the church from the late 1700s through the Great Second Advent Movement of the 1830s and early 40s through 1844.





5.  What did the Lord call those during this period who ridiculed the great revivals and the great second advent movement that took place during this period?  What “synagogue” did He say they belonged to?   See verse 9. 





Answer: The synagogue of ________.


Note:  Many during this time were put out of their churches simply for believing in the doctrine of Jesus’ soon return!





6. Those who lived during this period escaped what hour?  See Revelation 3:10.    Answer:  The hour of ___________.


Note: This refers to the great test that will come upon the world in the last days.  The last days of the church are represented by the Laodicean period which we are now in!  Those of the Philadelphia period fell asleep in Jesus before the trials of the last days.  But God’s grace will get us through all that shall come upon the earth!  See Psalm 91. 





7.  Why did Jesus tell us to “hold fast” to what we have in faith? See verse 11. 


Answer:  So that no man might ________ our ________.


Note: This verse along with many others shows that it is possible to make shipwreck of faith and lose salvation if we do not maintain a close relationship with Jesus!  Jesus said “he that endureth to the end, the same shall be saved.”  See Matthew 10:22 and Hebrews 10:26-31.





8.  Whom will Jesus make a “pillar” in His temple? Upon whom shall He write the Father’s name and the name of the New Jerusalem, and also His own “new name”?  Revelation 3:12. �Answer: To the one who  ________.


Note: We must be overcomers in Jesus and not just drift along with the tide!  Jesus will seal forever those who overcome through His blood and the word of their testimony.  See Revelation 12:11. Having a testimony means having a personal experience with Jesus Christ!





9.  What is the name of the seventh church mentioned in Jesus’ message to the churches?  See Revelation 3:14.


Answer:  __________.�Note: This church symbolizes the last church on the earth before Jesus returns.  Christians living today are included in this Laodicean period!  We should especially heed the words of Jesus in this section of the book of Revelation because it comes from “the faithful and true Witness”!    Also, notice that Jesus calls Himself the "beginning of the creation of God" in this verse.  Some try to use this text to show that Jesus was a created Being.  But the word translated “beginning” here is more accurately translated “origin” as most study Bibles show.  Jesus was the One who originated all of creation!  This agrees perfectly with Colossians 1:16-17.


10.  Jesus said that many during this period are not hot or cold. What did He say they were?  See verses 15-16.


 Answer:  __________.�Note:  The church’s Lukewarm state makes the Lord sick to the point that He will "spew" out (reject) those who are in this state!  He wants us to be “hot” and on fire for Him!  He would even rather we be “cold” and realize our need for Him than be comfortable in a religion of compromise and formality!


�
Lesson 4: Throne Room of the Universe





Consider the Heavens the Work of His Fingers





1.  What did John see opened in heaven?  See Revelation 4:1.    Answer:  A  ________.





2.  What was in that room that he saw opened?  See Revelation 4:2.    Answer:  A __________.





Note:  This door was a door into the heavenly sanctuary.  We say this because Psalm 11:4 says “The LORD is in His holy temple, the LORD’S throne is in heaven.”  See also Psalm 102:19.   Also, in the earthly sanctuary modeled after the heavenly one, the glory of God filled the temple.  See Exodus 40:34.   God’s glory called the “Shekinah” was right above the ark of the covenant, which housed the Ten Commandments.  This was located in the most holy place, the second room or inner room of the sanctuary.  See Hebrews 9:2-5.





3.  What was John shown in vision in the heavenly sanctuary?  See Verse 1. 





Answer:   “things which ________ be ________.”





Note: John was shown prophecy -- things which MUST come to pass!  What Jesus says in the book of Revelation must take place!





4.  What did John see around the throne?  See Revelation 4:3.    Answer:  A ________.





Note:  The rainbow is a symbol of God’s covenant and promise to mankind.  See Genesis 9:12-17.





5.  Who did John see around the throne and how many were there?  See Revelation 4:4.    





Answer:  ________and ________ sitting.





6.  What were they dressed in, and what did they have on their heads?  See verse 4 again.





Answer:   They had on ________ and had ________ on their heads.





Note:  According to Revelation 5:8-9, these elders were “redeemed from among men.”  They may have been the ones resurrected when Jesus was resurrected!  See Matthew 27:50-53 and also Ephesians 4:8.   The crowns on their heads are the same crowns we shall receive from the Lord Jesus!  Paul said we will receive this crown on the day of the Lord Jesus’ appearing!  See 2 Timothy 4:8.   This shows also that Paul did not expect to receive his reward at death, but rather when Jesus returned!  See also 1 Corinthians 15:22-23 & 51-55.





7.  What proceeded out from the throne?  See verse 5.    Answer:  ________ and ________ and ________.


 


8.  What did the “seven lamps of fire burning before the throne” represent?  See same verse. 





Answer:  The ________ of God.


Note: Remember, the number 7 symbolizes perfection.  The Holy Spirit is perfect as a member of the Godhead!





9.  What was before the throne?  See Revelation 4:6.    Answer:  A  __________ of __________.


�Note:  This is described several times in the Bible.  Lucifer at one time walked up and down on these stones of fire!  Compare Revelation 15:2 with Ezekiel 28:14-15.





10.  In each proclamation that these awesome beasts surrounding the throne make day and night, how many times in each proclamation do they call out the name “holy”?  See verses 6-8. 





Answer:  __________ times.�Note:  This is the same as Isaiah 6:3.  Many Bible scholars say that this threefold praise is for the Three Members of the Godhead!





11.  What do the 24 elders do when these beasts shout out glory, honor and thanks to the Godhead?  See verses 9-10. 





Answer:  “They ________ Him that liveth forever and ever, and their ________ before the ________ ...”


Note: We too will one day receive crowns!  We too will be glad to cast them at the feet of Jesus in an act of worship and love for the great salvation He has provided us!





12.  Why did the elders say the Lord God was worthy to receive honor, glory and power?  Revelation 4:11. 


Answer:  Because He  ________ all ________, and for His ________ they ________ and were ________.


Note: The Lord is our Creator.  This is why He is worthy of praise and worship!  This is also why He has given us the fourth of the Ten Commandments, which commands us to keep the seventh-day of the week holy as the Sabbath!  The Sabbath was given to us as a memorial of God’s creative work, and each week it reminds us that He is indeed our Creator!  See Exodus 20:8-11 at this time. 


�
Lesson 5: The Lamb is Worthy





1.  What did John see in the right hand of the Lord?  See Revelation 5:1. �


Answer:  A  ________ sealed with ________ seals.�


Note: This book was perfectly sealed!  We will see that this symbolic book contained essential information regarding the destiny of all the saved!





2.  Was anyone able to open the book?  See Revelation 5:2-3.    Answer:  __________.�


Note: No mortal could do what was required to open the book, or even to look upon it!  Notice also that the verse refers to the dead who are “under the earth.”  The verse does not say they are in heaven or hell!  It also says there are some "men" in heaven.  This refers to those resurrected when Jesus was, which we spoke about in our last session.  But even they were not able to open the book!





3.  What did John do when he realized that no one was worthy to open the book?  See verse 4. ��Answer:   He  ________.  ��Note: This book is the record of God’s dealings with man.  John wept because he knew that the salvation of all depended on someone being worthy to open the book -- to redeem man.  Surely without the Lord Jesus Christ, we would all have nothing else to do but weep over our lostness!  But there is One worthy!  Let’s read on!�


4.  Who did the elder tell John had prevailed and hence was worthy to open the book?  See verse 5. �


Answer:  The ________ of the tribe of ________, the ________ of David.�


Note:  This is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ!  He has prevailed for us!  He has conquered the devil at Calvary and He is mighty to save all who come to Him!  See John 6:37 and John 12:31-32. 





5.  What did John see in the midst of the throne?  See verse 6. �


Answer:  “A ________ as it had been ________.”��Note:  This is the Lamb of God -- Jesus Christ!  His sacrifice for our sins is the center of the whole great controversy between Christ and Satan!  He was the only One in the universe who could have redeemed mankind!  The life of a created being could not redeem others since no other being has eternal life to give.  Only the one Who is the source of all life could redeem the fallen race!  Also, the “seven horns and seven eyes” mentioned in verse six refer to the perfect knowledge (eyes) and perfect power (horn) the Lamb of God possesses!  He is omnipotent (all powerful), and omniscient (all knowing)!  He is also perfectly filled with the Holy Spirit!





6.  What did the Lamb do with the book?  See verse 7. �


Answer:  He ________ it out of the ________ of Him that ________ on the ________.





7.  What did the elders and the four heavenly beasts do when the Lamb did this?  See verse 8. �


Answer:  They ________ before the  __________.� Note:  We too ought to fall down often to our knees and praise the Lamb for having redeemed us with His own blood!  In fact, one day "every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord!"  See Philippians 2:10.   “Every knee” also includes the knees of Satan who will be forced to bow before his perfectly righteous and just Creator!





8.  What did John write was contained in the “golden vials full of odors”?  verse 8. �Answer:  “The ________ of ________.”


Note:  All who received Jesus Christ as Lord are “saints” according to the Bible!  See Philippians 1:1.   Our prayers rise to heaven’s sanctuary where they are heard and answered by God!  Our prayers are incense to God, and He delights when His children talk to Him from their heart!


�
Lesson 6: The Seven Seals





This lesson deals with the seven seals mentioned in the book of Revelation.  The seven seals, as many Bible commentators agree, depicts seven periods in the Christian church from the first century till the end of time.





1.  What color was the first horse John saw?  See Revelation 6:12.        Answer:  __________.


�Note:  This pure white horse is a fitting symbol of the first century church that went forth with power to preach the gospel!  These men “turned the world upside down” for Jesus!  See Acts 17:6. The early church shot the arrows of gospel truth far and wide!  A return to this type of witnessing is what the church and the world needs today!





2.  What color was the second horse John saw?  See verses 3-4.    Answer:  __________. 





3.  What did this horse have "power" to do, and also, what was given unto him?  See verse 4.


�Answer:   He  had power to take ________ from the ________, that they should ________ one another, and there was given unto him a ________. 


Note: The red horse depicts the church in the second and third centuries.  It suffered violent persecutions under the Roman Caesars, and countless numbers of Christians felt the edge of the Roman "sword"!  Peace was taken from the earth for the Christians in the sense that they were driven underground and hunted.  The color red is indicative of the blood the martyrs shed for the name of Jesus!  May we be as faithful as these heroes of faith were during this time!  They were ready and able to die rather than deny or disobey Jesus!





4.  What color was the third horse that John saw?  See verse 5.     Answer:  __________.


 


5.  What did the rider of this horse have in his hands?  Same verse.     Answer:  A pair of __________.�� 6.  And what did a voice in the midst of the four beasts say?  See verse 6.





Fill in:  “ A ________ of ________ for a ________, and three ________ of ________ for a ________; and see thou ________ not the ________ and the ________.”


Note:  If white is a symbol of purity, the color of this horse would be symbolic of the many heresies that came into the church during this period.  The approximate dates for the period of the church symbolized by this black horse would be from the third through the fifth centuries.   The pair of balances may characterize the spiritual poverty and famine of the church after it was legalized in the fourth century, when church and state were united.  This period represents the early “Dark Ages.”  Once persecution ceased, many false hearted believers came into the church bringing with them their pagan customs and worldly ways!  It was during this period that the fallen church mentioned in Revelation as the “great harlot” was formed!  See Revelation 17.  .The command to “hurt not the oil or the wine” indicates that the oil of the Holy Spirit and the wine of pure doctrine was still held by some during this time of spiritual darkness and popular Christianity!  See Zechariah 4:2-6 where oil is used to represent the Holy Spirit and the word of God!  See also Revelation 17:2 where wine is used to represent false doctrine and spiritual fornication!





7.  What color was the fourth horse John saw, what was the name of its rider, and what followed after it?  See verses 7-8.


�Answer:  The color was ________ and the name of the rider was ________.  And ________ followed with him.


Note:  This fourth pale horse represents the church in the latter "Dark Ages" from approximately 538 until the reformation in 1517. During this time an estimated 50 million believers were put to death by the hands of the Roman Catholic Church with the popes as her head. This papacy officially began in 538 A.D. when Justinian’s decree made in 533 A.D. was able to be fully carried out.  Believers were starved to death, thrown into wells, fed to wild animals, thrust through with swords, etc.  Hence, the reference to death and hell (hades in Greek means “the grave”) in verse 8.  The reference to the fourth part of the earth depicts the fact that many of the nations of the earth quickly accepted the papal rule and this persecution extended to "heretics" of all nations!  A “heretic” in the eyes of the Papal church of this period was anyone who refused to accept Rome’s doctrines and decrees!





8.  When the fifth seal was opened, what did John see “under the altar”?  See verse 9.





Answer:  The ________ of them that were ________ for the ________ of ________, and for the ________ which they ________.


�9.  What was the cry these souls made?  See verse 10.





Fill In:  “ ... how ________, O Lord,  ________ and  ________, dost thou not ________ and ________ our ________ on them that ________ on the ________?” 


�10.  What was given to them and what were they told?  See verse 11.


�Fill In: “And ________ were given every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should ________ yet for a ________, until their ________ also and their brethren, that should be ________ as they were, should be ________.”


Note:  How fitting it is that during this time of great persecution in church history, reference is made to the millions of martyrs that were put to death.  They are also told to “rest” for a little season!  This is a reminder that they will be avenged!


�
Lesson 7: The 144 Thousand





This lesson focuses on the events depicted in chapter 7 of the book of Revelation. The 144,000 are the prominent subjects of this chapter.





After John received the vision of the seven seals, he was given another vision, the one depicted in chapter seven.  It is for this reason that he says, “after these things I saw.”  It does not mean that the events depicted occur in the order given, rather only that John saw the visions in the order given.  The book of Revelation continually reviews the final events, and each time gives us some more detail as if the power of a spiritual microscope is being turned up to the next power!





1.  What did John see the “four angels” doing?  See verse 1.


�Answer:   They were ________ back the ________  of the ________, that the ________ should not ________ on the earth.


�Note: Winds often represent strife or warfare.  See Daniel 7:2.   God’s angels keep a check on the winds of strife and war until God’s work and His everlasting gospel goes to all the world!  When these angels finally let go the fierce winds of human passion, all the elements of strife will be let loose!





2.  What did the angel mentioned in verse 2 have in his hand?    Answer:  The ________ of the ________.


�Note: In ancient times a "seal" was used as a signature is used today. Isaiah 8:16 says, “Bind up the testimony, SEAL the LAW among My disciples.”  In Ezekiel 20, verse 12 it is written: “Moreover also I gave them My Sabbaths, to be a SIGN between Me and them, that they may know that I am the LORD that sanctify them.”   





Any official seal must have the name and title of the person the seal belongs to.  For example, the presidential seal has the name and title of the president of the United States.  The fourth commandment -- the one regarding the Seventh-day Sabbath -- is the only one of all the ten in which are found both the name and the title of the Lawgiver.  It is the only one that shows by whose authority the law is given.  Thus it contains the seal of God, affixed to His law as evidence of its authenticity and binding force.  Pointing to God as the Maker of the heavens and the earth, it distinguishes the true God from all false gods.  The seal of God also represents the character of God.  The seal will only be placed upon those who bear a likeness to Christ in character!





3.  Where are the servants of God “sealed”?  See Revelation 7, verse 3.   Answer:  In their ________.


�Note:  The forehead represents the mind!  The ones who are sealed are those who have settled in their mind that they will obey God rather than man!  It is in the mind that the great battle for man’s soul takes place!  Those who receive the “mark of the beast” also receive it in their foreheads!  See Revelation 13:16.   We will learn in a future lesson that the mark of the beast involves disobedience to one of God’s commandments!





4.  How many were sealed with the seal of God?  See verse 4.    Answer:  A ________ and ________ and ________.


�Note:  This number can be taken as a literal number or a symbolic number.  Some numbers in Revelation are symbolic ones, others are literal ones.  For example, the number seven is used as a symbol for perfection as when Jesus is described as having “seven horns and seven eyes” in Revelation 5:6.  Eyes are a symbol of knowledge.  Seven eyes would mean that Jesus has perfect knowledge or is omniscient!  Horns are a symbol for power.  Seven horns would mean that Jesus has perfect power or is omnipotent!   Likewise, the number 144,000 is 12,000 times 12.  There are 12 tribes of Israel.  There are 12 gates in the New Jerusalem.  12 thousand from each tribe are sealed.  12 angels guard the gates of the New Jerusalem.  (Revelation 21:12).  The New Jerusalem has 12 foundations.  (Rev. 21:14) etc.��Critics of the number being literal say that if we take that position, we must also take literally everything it says about the 144,000.  But this may not be the case.  Critics of there being literally only 144,000 say that taking the number literally causes some problems.  For example, the tribes mentioned in Revelation 7 differ from the 12 tribes mentioned in the Old Testament. Secondly, all from these tribes were Jewish!  That would mean that only Jews would be included in this group!  Thirdly, if the number is literal, then we must take literally the fact that the 144,000 are also literally “virgins” as it says in Revelation 14, verse 4!  That would eliminate any married person!  Fourthly, if the number was to be exactly 12,000 from each tribe, than that would mean predestination is a correct doctrine and that the Lord predestines only a certain number, and once that number is reached, that is it!  But the Lord says “whosoever will let Him come!”  See Revelation 22:17.





If we did take the number literally, it would not mean that the 144,000 are the only ones who will go to heaven, for verse 9 also mentions a “great multitude” who also are saved and stand before the throne of God!  Those who take the number to be literal say that the 144,000 are leaders and evangelists who will finish the work of the true gospel in the world.  Rather than worry about the number, we need to have the character of the 144,000!  They “follow the Lamb whither soever He goeth.”  See Revelation 14:4.   The 144,000 are special because they can “sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb.”  See Revelation 15:3.   They have an experience that no other group has ever had because they will be translated from the earth, from among the living when Jesus returns!  They will go through the scenes of the last days and have "gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name."  See Revelation 15:2.   By God’s grace, let us pray to be among the 144,000!


�
Lesson 8: The First Four Trumpet Blasts





Chapter 8 begins with the opening of the seventh seal.  Chapter 6 portrayed the opening of the first six seals.  Chapter 7 interrupted the opening of the seals to show that God has a true people who will be able to stand through the terrors that have been pictured.  Now John’s vision again returns to the opening of the seals.





1.  When the seventh seal was opened, what did John say there was?  See Revelation 8:1.


�Answer:  ________ in heaven ________ the space of ________ an ________.


�Note:  Since Jesus’ return to this earth is the subject of the seventh seal, the silence in heaven may refer to the fact that all the angels are accompanying Jesus as He returns to this earth!  See Matthew 25:31.   The reference to half an hour if taken in prophetic time (a day for a year -- Ezekiel 4:6), would be equal to one literal week.


Now John sees seven angels that are about to blow the seven trumpets.  It appears that the trumpets that are to sound have dual fulfillments.  In the historical fulfillment it appears that the Lord is now showing John what has taken place in history leading up to the great event about to take place -- the second coming of Jesus as King of Kings and Lord of Lords!  �In the secondary fulfillment, after the close of human probation, these trumpets depict judgments during the closing scenes of the great controversy between Christ and Satan!





2.  What did the angel with the golden censor mix with "much incense" to offer upon the golden altar?  See Rev.  8:3.


�Answer:  The ________ of all ________.


�Note:  As the high priest in the earthly sanctuary in ancient times sprinkled the warm blood upon the mercy seat while the fragrant cloud of incense ascended before God, so, while we confess our sins and plead Christ’s atoning blood, our prayers ascend to heaven made acceptable by the righteousness of Christ!  Your prayers in Christ’s name are heard in heaven and answered!  See verse 4.





3.  What does that same angel then do after he finishes offering the prayers of the saints mixed with the incense?   verse 5.


�Answer:  He ________ it to the ________ and there were ________, and ________, and ________, and an ________.


�Note:  The throwing down of the censor refers to a time when the intercession on man’s behalf will be ended!  No longer will the “prayers of the saints” be offered on the altar!  Right now Jesus is ministering as our High Priest in the heavenly sanctuary.  See Hebrews 8:1-3.   He is our heavenly Advocate.  See 1 John 2:1.   But when His work of intercession is over, the decree found in Revelation 22:11 will be issued!  The reference to thunder and lightning and voices indicates that the great event of all ages is about to take place!  But before this event, there will be a recap of historical events that have taken place in the history of the church, and there will also be great signs and judgments in the earth immediately before His return!  This is what the seven trumpets are about!  They cover both the historical period of the church and its final days!





4.  What followed after the first angel sounded his trumpet? Verses 6-7.


�Fill In:  “________ and ________ mingled with ________, and they were ________ upon the ________; and the third part of ________ was ________ up, and all ________ grass was ________ up.”


�Note:  The first trumpet symbolizes the Divine judgments that came upon Rome when it set itself against Christ and His followers. Some commentators see this first trumpet as a symbol of the invasion of the Roman Empire by the Visigoths led by Alaric.  This was the first of the Barbarian invasions that played such a part in the fall of the Roman Empire.  The term “third part” repeated in the book of Revelation probably implies a substantial part, but not a major portion.��As we have said, these trumpets may well be prophecies that have more than one fulfillment as did the prophecy of Hosea 11:1.  Hosea the prophet quotes the Lord as saying “out of Egypt I have called My Son.”  Hosea was writing about ancient Israel being called out of bondage in Egypt.  But Matthew applied this prophecy to baby Jesus being called out of Egypt after the death of Herod!  This prophecy had a dual application and fulfillment. The same may be the case for the seven trumpets.  They may also have a secondary fulfillment after the close of probation just before the second coming of Christ!  In that case, this first trumpet might refer to terrible ecological disasters that will poison the earth!





5.  What happened when the second angel sounded?  See verses 8-9.


�Fill In:  “A great ________ burning with ________ was ________ into the ________; and the ________ part of the sea became ________; and the third part of the ________ which were in the sea, and had life, ________, and the third part of the ________ were ________.”


Note:  The historical application of this prophecy refers to the great sea victories Genseric and the Vandals had against the Roman ships.  In 455 A.D., the Vandals destroyed 1100 Roman war ships in one night! 


 The secondary fulfillment of this prophecy after the close of probation refers to some more great ecological disasters that will affect the oceans of the world.  The reference to blood might symbolize great pollution of the water ways of the world rendering them even more dangerous and poisonous than they are today!  It might be said that the faint sounds of these trumpets are already being heard, and they will become louder and louder as the time of Jesus’ coming nears!


�
Lesson 9: The 5th and 6th Trumpets





We will continue our study in this exciting book of Revelation by looking at the fifth and sixth blasts of the trumpets!





1.  What did John see happen when the fifth angel sounded his trumpet?  See Revelation 9:1.


Answer: A ________ from ________ unto the earth.





2.  What was given to this star referred to here as “him”? See verse 1 again.


Answer:  The ________ to the ________.





3.  What did he do with the key?  See verse 2.


Answer:  He ________ up the ________, and there arose ________ out of the ________.





4.  What did the smoke do?  See verse 2 again.


Answer:  The ________ and the ________ were ________ by reason of the ________ of the ________.


Note: Concerning the historic fulfillment of this prophecy, a number of commentators have identified the fifth and sixth trumpets with the ravages of the Saracens and the Turks.  The star fallen from heaven may refer to Mohammed and the Moslem religion that obscured the sun of Christianity during this age!  The "bottomless pit" might also refer to the vast waste places of the Arabian deserts.   The last day fulfillment of this prophecy might be the final working of Satan in the last days when his demons (the locusts) go to the world to perform their acts of deception and to encourage the acceptance of false doctrines!  See Revelation 16:14.   In that case, the “bottomless pit” would refer to the dark places of Satan from whence his hellish doctrines originate!





5.  What came out of the smoke, and what were they given?  See verse 3.


Answer:  ________,  and they were given ________.





6. What command was given them?  See verse 4.


Answer:   "And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the ________ of the ________, neither any ________ thing, neither any ________; but only those ________ which have ________ the ________ of God in their ________."


Note:  The historical fulfillment of this prophecy can be seen in the Moslem invasions which overran many formerly Christian countries like locusts!   Unlike locusts which destroy every green thing, these locusts went after men who had not the seal of God!  The Moslems warred against the Christianity of the day (many feel the Moslems were used by God as a judgment against apostate Christianity) which had already contained many false teachings and doctrines from paganism.  There is good evidence that Moslems left seventh day Sabbath keepers alone!  Hence, the command to hurt only those “who do not have the seal of God in their foreheads”! The Moslems warred mainly against the Roman Church.   Seventh-day Sabbath keepers were also considered enemies of Rome, and therefore friends of the Moslems!





7.  For how long were these “locusts” given license to “torment” men?  See verses 5-6.


Answer:  __________.


Note: The historical fulfillment of this prophecy has been understood by commentators as describing the 150 years in which the Ottoman Turks tormented the Byzantine Empire, from 1299 through 1449.   A last day fulfillment of this prophecy is the subject of speculation and conjecture with no definite consensus as to the correct interpretation beyond the historical.  In fact, chapter nine and ten have literal historical fulfillments so clear, it makes no sense to try and apply last day interpretations, because the prophecies themselves occur in what the Bible calls the “time of the end,” which began in 1798!  We will learn more about this in a future lesson!





8.  How did John describe these “locusts”?  See verses 7-9.


Fill in:  "And the shapes of the locusts were like unto ________ prepared unto ________; and on their heads were as it were ________ like ________, and their faces were as the faces of ________.


[8]: And they had ________ as the hair of ________, and their teeth were as the teeth of ________.


[9]: And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of ________; and the sound of their ________ was as the sound of ________ of many ________ running to ________."


Note:  The fact that John described the shape of the locusts as horses may be a clear reference to the Arabian horses the Moslem hordes were famous for!  The crowns of gold could very well be the turbans that was the traditional headdress of the Arabians! John saw them with the “faces of men” which shows these are not literal locusts, but rather human beings.  And lastly, John saw them having "hair as the hair of women."  The Arabians of that day were famous for their long hair.  How accurate the word of the Lord is!  And these words were written hundreds of years before the events took place!





9.  What did John say the tails of these horse-like locusts were like?  See verse 10.


Answer:  ________.


Note:  John said "there were stings in their tail."  This may well describe the use of gunpowder and firearms which were introduced about this time.  This is probably also the “fire and smoke and brimstone” John saw come out of the heads of the horses mentioned in verse 17, which we shall examine shortly!


�
Lesson 10: The Advent Movement





Our last lesson finished with chapter 9 and brought us to the year 1840 when the Ottoman Empire ended.  Revelation 10 continues this line of prophecy, picking up with the year 1840, and continuing with the prophecy of the second advent movement, which began by the power of the Holy Spirit in the 1830s and 40s!





From the Great Second Advent Movement, over a period of years, sprang the Seventh-day Adventist Church.  The Seventh-day Adventist Church has grown to a worldwide movement proclaiming God’s truths and last day message in more countries than any other church on earth (according to statistics compiled by the American Bible Society)!  Let’s examine the prophecy of Revelation chapter 10.





1.  What did John see coming down from heaven?  verse 1.   Answer: A ________.





Note: This angel had a “rainbow on His head,” and “His face shone like the sun, and His feet like pillars of fire.”  This fits the description of the Son of God found in Revelation chapter 1, verses 15-16! The word “angel” in Greek means “messenger.”  This is no ordinary angel!  This "Angel" has the power to declare that “time shall be no longer.”  See verse 6.   This Messenger John saw was none other than Jesus Christ!  God originally placed the rainbow in the church as a token of His covenant with Noah and all mankind that He would never again destroy the world by flood.  See Genesis 9:11-13.  And, while the world will pass through some awesome judgments of God, He is still a God of mercy to those who will call on Him!  Hence the rainbow over the head of this special Messenger of the covenant! He comes with power and might and judgment, but also His mercy to those who seek to have a covenant relationship with Him!





2.  What did this Angel have in His hand?  verse 2.   Answer: A ________ open.





3.  How was this Angel standing?  verse 2.





Answer:  He had His ________ foot upon the ________, and His ________ foot upon the ________.





Note: The Greek implies that this little book was now opened and had at one time been closed.  It is a “little book,” but a very important one!  There is no doubt that this little book that the Lord’s Messenger was holding was part of the Word of God.  But what book of the Bible was sealed until the time of the end? There is only one answer to this question: that book was the book of Daniel the prophet!  See Daniel 12:4.The fact that the Angel had one foot on the land and the other on the sea indicates that the message revealed in the little book would circle the earth!  It was originated by Jesus Himself!   





Remember that chapter divisions in the Bible were put in by men centuries after the Bible was written.  The events of chapter ten follow in succession the events of chapter nine and are a part of the flow of these chapters!   Chapter 9 ended with the overthrow of the Ottoman Empire in 1840.  The events of chapter 10 begin at that time!  Here is the question, was there a religious movement going on in the 1840s that involved the book of Daniel and that would spread around the world?  The answer is an emphatic YES!   In the 1800s, people all over the world began to study the book of Daniel.  They became excited about the prophecies of the Bible, and what they thought was the very soon return of Jesus Christ to this earth!   In the United States, a Baptist preacher by the name of William Miller, along with hundreds of others, began to preach the prophecies of Daniel!  There were preachers all over the world, with no contact with each other, who were all impressed to read and preach the book of Daniel.  In fact, the Great Second Advent Movement was also known as the “Daniel Movement.”   It is interesting that all the other books of the Bible are either quoted or alluded to in the New Testament, except the book of Daniel!  Jesus mentioned it just one time in Matthew 24:15 when He was talking about the last days of earth’s history before His return!   The New Testament’s silence concerning the book of Daniel is explained by the fact that it was to be sealed until the time of the end!  We are living now in the time of the end.  In fact, we are almost at the end of time!





4.  John was about to write what he heard the “seven thunders” utter, but what command was given him at that time?  See verses 3-4.





Answer:  He was told "________ up the ________ which the seven ________ uttered, and ________ them ________."





Note: Whatever it was that the voices of the seven thunders uttered, it was not God’s intention that these things be revealed.  It seems that there are things that were to be revealed in the last days through the Spirit of Prophecy that were not for John’s time!








5.  What did this special Angel declare concerning time?  See verses 5-6.





Answer:  That there should be ________.


�
Lesson 11: Judgment Begins in Heaven





In our last lesson we studied the Great Second Advent Movement as depicted in chapter 10.  That led us to the year 1844 when the “Great Disappointment” took place.  The “cleansing of the sanctuary” concerns the last phase of Jesus’ ministry in the heavenly sanctuary.  Revelation chapter 11, following in sequence the events depicted in chapter 10, opens with the investigative judgment scene in heaven which began in 1844!





1.  What was given John and what was he told to do? Revelation 11:1.





Fill In:  “And there was given me a ________ like unto a ________; and the angel stood saying, ‘Rise, and ________ the ________ of God, and the altar, and ________ that ________ therein.’”





Note: John was told to “measure” THE TEMPLE.  Thus we see that the Seventh-day Adventist Church which came out of the Great Advent Awakening of the 1840s, which chapter 10 told of, was to “prophesy again” to all nations.  See chapter 10:11.   One of the messages they were to give would be an emphasis on the heavenly sanctuary!  This was what the world was to “measure”! Not only was John told to measure the temple, but “them that worship therein”!  This measuring depicts in symbol the investigative judgment that began in 1844 and is still going on now!  How do you and I measure up?  The investigative judgment will find out who has on the wedding garment of Christ's righteousness and who does not!  This is what Matthew 22:8-13 is about!   Remember when you are about your business, God is measuring you.  When you are at home, God is measuring you.  Our words and actions are being recorded in the books of heaven!  Let us leave behind all sin and unrighteousness and wash our robes and make them white in the blood of the Lamb!





2.  What was John told NOT to measure?  See verse 2 again.    Answer:  The _________.





Note:  The work of the investigative judgment is not for the "Gentiles" -- the unbelievers.  It is for those who profess Jesus and who have accepted the invitation to the wedding feast!  The unbelievers will be judged during the 1000 year Millennium we will study about in a future lesson.  See 1 Corinthians 6:3 now.





3.  For how long would the holy city be tread underfoot by the “Gentiles”?  verse 2.   





Answer:  for _________.





Note:  This forty two months equals 1260 days, or years in prophecy as we have already learned.  It is the period of time when the false church ruled supreme.  We will see when we study chapter 12 that this 1260 year period was a time of persecution for the true believers.  They had to flee from the fallen Roman church, which began in 538 AD and continued to 1798.  This period was called the “Dark Ages.”





4.  Who did the Lord say He would give “power” to during this time of 1260 years of darkness?  See verse 3.





Answer:  His ________.


Note:  These two witnesses cannot be human because they live for 1260 years!  Remember that a day is a year in prophecy.  See Ezekiel 4:6.   In verse 4 the prophet declares that “these are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth.”   The Bible says God’s word is “a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”  Psalm 119:105.  Oil represents the Holy Spirit in Scripture.  These two witnesses that spoke God’s truths through the Dark Ages were the Old and New Testaments!  They prophesied “In sackcloth” because the Bible was kept from the people by the fallen church.  Bibles were written in Latin and chained to the pulpits.  The common people could own a translation of the Bible only at peril to their lives!





5.  What did the Lord say would happen to anyone who tries to hurt His two witnesses?  See verse 5.





Answer:  They will be ________.


Note:  The word of God is not to be tampered with!  See also Revelation 22:18-19.   The WHOLE Bible is a witness to the plan of salvation.  For this reason we must not discard the Old Testament as being unnecessary for the Christian!





6.  What did these two witnesses have the power to do?  See verse 6.





Answer:  To ________ heaven that it ________ not and power over ________ to turn them to ________, and to smite the ________ with all ________.


Note:  The Lord’s word can do all these things.  What God speaks must come to pass.  God’s word made it rain not in the days of Elijah. See 1 Kings 17:1.   The seven last plagues will be brought on by the word of the Lord!





7.  What would happen after these two witnesses finished their testimony?  See verse 7.


Fill in:  “The ________ that ascendeth out of the ________ pit shall make ________ against them, and ________ them.”


�
Lesson 12: The Dragon and the Woman





This chapter is one of the most exciting and dramatic found in the book of Revelation.  It depicts the great controversy between Christ and Satan and shows how the Lord has miraculously preserved His church!





1.  What did John see when the “great sign” appeared in heaven?  Revelation 12:1.


Answer:  A ________ clothed with the ________, with the ________ under her ________, and on her ________ a ________ of twelve ________.


Note:  This woman represents the people of God.  God has always used the symbol of a woman or a bride to refer to His people.  See Jeremiah 6:2.   Christ has only one bride, one church consisting of His faithful people throughout the ages.  "The general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven." Hebrews 12:13.  The word ‘church’ means a "called out assembly."  God has always had a people on the earth.  Scripture includes the Jews of the Old Testament in the term ‘church.’  See Acts 7:38.   From the ‘church’, God’s people, came the Messiah as we shall see! 





2.  What was this woman in the process of doing when John saw her?  Verse 2.


Answer:  She was about to give ________ to a ________.


Note:  The woman was having labor pains.  She was about to give birth to a very special child!  The next few verses tell us who this Child was and how the enemy of souls hated that Child!


3.  What was the next thing that John saw appear while the woman was giving birth?  See verse 3.


Answer:  A great ________ having ________ heads and ten ________ and seven ________ upon his ________.


Note:  Notice that this dragon (which we will see represents the devil) had ‘seven heads.’  Many Bible commentators believe that this refers to the seven great powers that the devil has used throughout history.  Some identity these seven heads as Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Pagan Rome, Papal Rome, the apostate Protestantism of the USA, and the New World Order that is being formed right now!  The ‘ten horns’ probably refers to the nations of Europe that came out of the breakup of the Roman Empire in the fourth century.   Notice also that the dragon wears ‘crowns’ and has seven of them, one on each of the seven heads.  This shows that the devil claims to rule over the nations!  See Matthew 4:8-9.   Also, these seven powers were all ruled by a king.  The last two (apostate Protestantism, and the New World Order, or One World Church) will have a religious king.  We will learn more about this in a future lesson.


4.  What did the dragon’s tail do to the ‘stars’ of heaven?  See verse 4.


Answer:  ________ them to the ________.


Note:  The ‘stars’ represent angels.  For proof of this see Revelation 1:20 now.   Lucifer’s deceptions caused one third of the angels to follow him, and as a result, they were cast to the earth after ‘war’ broke out in heaven!  This is what verses 7-8 are all about.


5.  What did the dragon plan to do as soon as the woman’s Child was born?  See verse 4.


Answer:  He wanted to ________ the Child as soon as He was born!


Note:  We know that the devil does not come out in the open and proclaim himself as the destroyer.  He always uses a nation or person to do his bidding.  In this case, in symbolic language, the word of God is describing how the devil wanted to kill the Child that would come from the people of God.  To do this He used Pagan Rome as his weapon of choice!  You can read about this in Matthew 2, verses 16 through 18.  This is a very important point because it identifies ROME as the enemy of God.  When we study chapter 13, we will see that Pagan Rome gave its seat to Papal Rome!  A transformation took place from the Roman government to the Papal See of Rome!


6.  Where did the church (the woman) flee to?  See verse 6.   Answer:  The ________.


Note:  The woman hid for 1260 days (or prophetic years).  This 1260 year period began in 538 A.D. when the Papal church officially began to rule Christendom and continued, supreme until 1798! The wilderness area refers to sparsely populated places.  In fact the United States, a bastion of religious freedom, began to be settled during this period.  Here was a place where the true church could find religious freedom and rest from the dragon’s persecution!  We will learn more about this in lesson 13.


7.  What do verses 7, 8, and 9 speak about?


Answer:  The ________ that began in ________ between ________ and ________.


Note:  War began in of all places -- heaven!  Lucifer, the once glorious and high ranking angel was cast out to the earth with the other millions, perhaps billions of fallen angels!  This was where the great controversy between Christ and Satan began, and we are in the midst of this fierce battle right now!


8.  What does the devil do "day and night" to the people of God? Verse 10.


Answer:  He ________ them before God!


Note:  The devil is constantly saying to the Lord something like this, ‘See your people here on earth, they are not obeying you! They deserve the same penalty as I! They are following me instead of you!’  This is why he is so angry with those who keep God’s commandments!  He cannot tell the Lord that all the world is following him!  See verse 17.   But in this same verse it says that salvation and strength by the power of ‘His Christ’ will give us the victory and shut the devil’s mouth forever!


9.  How do the people of God overcome the devil?  See verse 11.


Answer:  They overcome by the ________ of the ________ and the ________ of their ________.


Note:  It is only by the blood of Jesus that we can overcome sin and the devil!  But we must have a personal experience with Jesus, a ‘testimony’ that we can give of what He has done for us!


10.  Why did the voice from heaven say ‘woe to the inhabitants of the earth’?  See verse 12.


Answer:  Because the ________ is come ________ here and he is ________ because he has just a ________ time!


Note:  This is the reason we see the world growing worse and worse! The devil knows that he has but a ‘short time.’


11.  What did the devil do when he saw that he was cast to the earth?  Revelation 12:13.


Answer:  He ________ the ________.


Note:  The woman represents the church, the people of God!  The devil began a war against God’s people.  The moment he was cast to the earth he headed for the Garden of Eden to plot man’s fall! Since then he has persecuted true believers!


�
Lesson 13: The Mark of the Beast, part 1





This lesson and the next one answer perhaps the most often asked questions regarding the prophecies of the book of Revelation.  Namely, who is the beast of Revelation 13, and what is his mark?  We will let the sure Word of God lead us to the answers!





1.  What did John see rise up out of the sea?  Revelation 13, verse 1.   Answer:  A ________.





2.  How did he describe this beast?  See verse 1.





Answer:  The beast had ________ heads and ten ________.  Each of the ________ horns had a ________ upon it.  It also had the name of ________ written upon his ________.





Note:  We have already learned from Revelation 17:15 that in prophecy the sea represents "peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues." This beast John saw, like other beasts in Bible prophecy represents a kingdom.  See Daniel 7:17.   It would also be a kingdom that arises in a very populated part of the earth!  When we see the word blasphemy, we know that this power must be in some way religious.  Blasphemy is a religious term.  This power would speak blasphemies against the God of heaven!   When Jesus forgave sins, He was called a "blasphemer" because the people said, "Who can forgive sins but God alone?"  See Mark 2:7.   They also accused Jesus of blasphemy when He called Himself the Son of God.  See Matthew 26:64-65.   In Jesus’ case, these words were not blasphemy because He is God the Son, the second Person of the One Godhead!  But for any other person to claim such power would indeed be blasphemy.  The beast of Revelation 13 has blasphemy written all over it!





3.  Parts of what three other animals did this beast have?  See verse 2.





Answer:  A ________, a ________, and a ________.





Note:  The fact that this beast has parts of different beasts represents the fact that it has taken parts from certain other kingdoms through the centuries.





4.  Who gave this beast "his power, his seat, and great authority?" See verse 2 again.   Answer:  The ________.





Note:   Revelation 13:2 tells us that the dragon (which primarily represents Satan, and which secondarily represents pagan Rome as we learned in session 12) ‘gave’ the beast his "power and his seat, and great authority."  To find out who the ‘beast’ represents, we need to know who received ‘power,’ ‘authority,’ and the ‘seat’ from pagan Rome!   When pagan Rome fell from power, papal Rome took its place! The Roman church received from pagan Rome its seat, power and great authority!  A.C. Flick, the historian, in his book, The Rise of the Medieval Church, writes this:  “it is an undisputed fact of history that under the latter Roman emperors, after Constantine, the religion of the Roman government was changed from pagan to papal ... that after A.D. 476, the bishop of Rome (the pope) became the most influential power in western Rome, and by Justinian, in 533 A.D. was declared the ‘head of all the holy churches,’ and the ‘corrector of heretics.’  The removal of the capital from Rome to Constantinople in 330 A.D. left the western church, practically free from imperial power, to develop its own form of organization.  The bishop of Rome, in the SEAT of the Caesars, was now the greatest man in the West, and was soon (when the Barbarians overran the empire) forced to become the political as well as the spiritual head.”   Although the falling away from truth began even in Paul’s day, the Papal Church’s political power did not begin until 538 A.D. when Justinian’s decree made in 533 was able to be carried out. The beast of Revelation 13 refers to the political religio kingdom of the Papacy.





5.  What happened to one of the heads of this beast?  See verse 3.





Answer:  It was ________ to ________.





Note:  This Roman papal religlo-political beast would suffer a deadly head wound after the period of 42 months according to verse 5 of this chapter.  42 months is 1260 days or years!  Since the political part of the papacy came into being officially in 538 A.D., then 1260 years later would bring us to the year 1798.  According to the words of the prophecy, at this time the Roman papacy would suffer a fatal wound, but this deadly wound would be healed to the point that all the world would “wonder” after the beast!  This is exactly what happened at that time.  We find this written in the book Daniel and the Revelation, by Uriah Smith on page 567.  "This wound fell upon the form of government that existed in the Roman Empire after its change from paganism to Christianity. Thus it is evident that it was the papal head that was wounded to death, and whose deadly wound was healed.  This wounding is the same as the going into captivity.  See verse 10.  It was inflicted when the pope was taken prisoner by Berthier, the French general, and the papal government was for a time abolished, in 1798.  Stripped of his power, both civil and ecclesiastical, the captive pope, Pius VI, died in exile at Valence in France, August 29, 1799.  But the deadly wound began to be healed when the papacy was re-established, though with less of its former power, by the election of a new pope, March 14, 1800.”   Since 1798 the papacy has increased in power and popularity!  In fact, the current pope, John Paul II is probably the most traveled and most popular pope there has ever been!  All the world is wondering after him!  But this deadly wound will not be fully healed until the papacy once again rides the nations of the earth as depicted in Revelation chapter 17.  We will learn more about this in a future lesson.





6.  When the people worship this religious beast, who are they really worshipping?  See verse 4.   Answer:  The ________.


Note:  This is a very serious matter!  The devil will take worship any way he can get it!  If he can deceive the world to honor and worship a false religion that he originated, he claims this worship as if done to him!  Verse 4 also indicates that this Roman Church would be great and powerful. ‘Who is able to make war with her?’


�
Lesson 14: The Mark of the Beast, part 2   





This Lesson will conclude the exciting study of the prophecy of Revelation chapter 13.  Last lesson, we were studying about the rise of the United States of America, the second beast mentioned in this chapter.  We saw how it would rise in the late 1700s when the Roman Papal Beast would go into captivity and suffer a deadly head wound.  We saw how the prophecy also said this country would be a super power causing the world to “worship” the first beast.  Today the United States of America is the world’s lone super power. 





We also studied how this country will begin to speak like a dragon by uniting church and state to enforce the teachings of the Roman Papacy.  This is already becoming a reality in America with powerful Christian movements such as Pat Robertson’s “Christian Coalition”, etc.  We also saw how this country would do great things and also cause “fire to come down from heaven in the sight of men.” We saw how the false fire of a false Holy Spirit movement, namely the neo-Pentecostal movement could easily fulfill this prophecy along with America’s technological “miracles” (such as the atomic bomb, etc.)  We will begin our study this session with Revelation chapter 13, verse 14.





1.  How does this second beast (the United States) deceive those who dwell on the earth?  See verse 14.





Answer:  By the means of these ________ which he had ________ to do in the ________ of the first ________.


Note:  The false miracles of a false religious movement will sweep over the world deceiving people.  These miracles will be done “in the sight of the beast,”  that is, in the presence and with full approval of the Roman Catholic Church!  Today the charismatic movement with the many “miracles” claimed is sweeping the world!  Many people are deceived by thinking that miracles are a sign that the person doing the miracle is of God, but this is not always the case!  See Revelation 16:14 and Matthew 7:21-23 now.





2.  What else does the second beast tell the world to do regarding the first beast?  See verse 14 again.





Answer:  It tells the people of the earth to make an ________ to the first ________.


Note:  As we have said before, the first beast -- the Roman Papal Church has operated by forcing its teachings and doctrines on the people by using the power of the state to do its bidding!  The Churches in the United States, in full agreement with Rome and her doctrines will more and more be saying, “We must make religious laws! We must get the country back to God!”  In so doing, they do not realize that this will lead to religious laws that will enforce Rome’s doctrines such as Sunday observance!  Sunday is the sacred day of ancient sun worship and has been adopted into the Roman church from paganism!   





A major step toward this end took place just recently on March 29, 1994.  On that day the final draft of a document called Evangelicals and Catholics Together: the Christian Mission in the Third Millennium was signed.  This document calls for acceptance of Catholics as true Christians and discourages Catholics and Protestants from trying to convert one another.  In saying this, the Protestants have accepted the false doctrines of Rome as being genuine Christian doctrines!  This means that all those faithful martyrs who were put to death because they would not accept Rome’s false teachings which are contrary to the Bible, have received a slap in the face, so to speak, from their own Protestant brethren!  This is amazing in the light of recent developments.  For example, in October, 1996, Pope John Paul II said he saw no conflict between religious teachings and the Theory of Evolution!  How sad that the Protestant churches do not see anything wrong in aligning themselves with Rome!    There are many sincere, born again Christians in each and every denomination.  In these last days the Lord is calling His people to come out of Babylon (false religion) into His remnant church!  See Revelation 18:4.





3.  What does this country have power to do for this church and state union (the image of the beast) that is now being formed? See verse 15.  


Answer:  It has power to give ________ to the image of the beast and that it should ________ and cause as many as would not ________ the image of the beast should be ________.


Note:  This country will give “life” to this union of church and state.  It will speak by laws which will enforce Roman papal doctrines and worship, notably the false Sunday sabbath as we will learn shortly!  Eventually this will grow until a death decree will be issued against those who do not adhere to the laws and decrees of this image to the beast!





4.  What does this beast cause to be put upon every person, small or great, rich or poor?  See verse 16.


Answer:  A ________ in their right ________ or in their ________.


Note:  The right hand symbolizes that the people support the beast, give a hand, so to speak.  The forehead symbolizes the mind! The people have in their mind the false teachings of Rome!  The mind is where the battle takes place between truth and error!  To identify what the mark of the Roman beast is, we will let the Bible speak again!





5.  What did the Lord place on Cain to identify him as the first murderer so others would not kill him?  See Genesis 4:15.


Answer:  A ________.


Note:  The word translated "mark" here is the Hebrew word ‘owth’ and is translated as both ‘mark’ and ‘sign’ in the Bible.


6.  What does the Lord say is His sign or ‘mark?’  See Ezekiel 20:12. (This verse uses the same word ‘owth’ that is translated ‘sign’ here.)


Answer:  The ________ is God’s sign or mark.


Note:  It is clear that God’s sign or mark is the seventh-day Sabbath. This commandment identifies Him as the Creator of all things! See Exodus 20:8-11.   The Roman Catholic Church has by its own admission, transferred the holiness from God’s true Sabbath and placed its blessing on Sunday, the ancient high day of sun worship!   History clearly reveals that the Roman Papacy was the originator of Sunday worship in Christianity!  The Roman Church has often said this herself.  A book entitled The Converts 


�
Lesson 15: The Three Angels' Messages





This lesson deals with the three angels’ messages, the most important messages ever given to the world!  To heed them is life, to reject them is everlasting destruction.  Let’s now examine this important Bible chapter in the exciting book of Revelation!





1.  Who did John see standing on Mount Zion with the Lamb (Jesus)?  Revelation 14, verse 1.





Answer:  The ________ and ________ and ________.


Note:  These are the ones who we spoke about in session 7.  They are the ones who will live through the time of the end and never see death because they will see Jesus return!  The 144,000 are God’s perfected people who are so close to the Lamb that they have gotten the victory over the beast, his mark and his name!  They have put on the character of Christ and are victorious!  You and I may be one of this group if we are faithful and allow the Lord to do a complete work in us!





2.  What did John see written in the foreheads of the 144,000? See verse 1 again.





Answer:  The ________.


Note:  This can have two meanings.  First of all, they know who the God they worship is!  In the Bible, the most often used title for the Father is Yahweh!  This is found some 2000 times in the Bible.  In the King James Version, it is translated LORD in capital letters to let you know that in the Hebrew, the letters YHWH (pronounced YAH-WAY) are found there.  If we take the verse literally, for what it actually says, then it means that the people on the earth in the last days will know the name of God in their minds.  A second meaning to having the ‘Fathers name written in their foreheads’ could mean they have the character of God.  They have characters that are Christ like.  They keep the Father ever in their minds as Jesus did!





3.  Who are the only ones who sing the song John heard in heaven?  Verses 2-3.





Answer:  The ________ and ________.


Note:  They have an experience like no others who have ever lived on earth!  They go through the final scenes, and it appears that they never see death because they are translated to heaven along with the righteous that are sleeping in their graves when Jesus returns! They are seen standing on Mount Zion with Jesus before God’s throne, which Psalm 11:4 says is in heaven!





4.  What does verse 4 of this chapter say about the 144,000?





Answer:  They are ________ and follow the ________ wherever He goes!


Note:  The 144,000 do not have a sinful relationship with the "great harlot" that is mentioned in the book of Revelation.  See chapter 17, verses 1-2.   They spiritually are virgins in the sense that they do not commit spiritual fornication!  This does not mean that they are literally unmarried men and women!  The 144,000 follow the lamb wherever He goes.  In these last days the only safety is to stay close to the Lamb like the 144,000!





5.  What else did John say about the 144,000?  See verse 5.





Fill in:  ‘In their mouth was found _______; for they are ________ before the throne of God.’


Note:  The 144000 are faultless!  They have put on the character of Christ and are filled with His righteousness, and they have gotten the victory!  They show the world that it is possible, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to perfectly obey the commandments of God!  See Jude 24 for the promise that we too can claim!





6.  While the members of the remnant church on earth are growing in grace and perfecting their characters through the ministry of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary, what does John see in heaven?  See verse 6.





Answer:  Another ________ flying in ________ having the ________ to preach unto them that ________ on the earth.


Note:  The three angel’s messages are symbolic for messages God has for the earth in these last days!  Angels do not preach the gospel, men do!  The ‘everlasting gospel’ is first and foremost in all ages, for without an understanding of the gospel, no one can be saved! So the true people of God in the last days will uphold and preach the gospel first and foremost!





7.  What other things was this angel saying in a LOUD voice?  See verse 7.





Answer:  "________ God, and give ________ to Him; for the ________ of His ________ is come; and ________ Him that ________ heaven, and ________, and the ________, and the ________ of ________."





Note:  This angel which is symbolic of messages God’s true church will deliver to the world in these last days has some very distinctive parts in addition to the ‘everlasting gospel.’  First of all the world is reminded to "fear God."  The word translated ‘fear’ in this verse is the Greek word ‘phobeo’ from which we get the word ‘phobia.’  It means ‘to fear or reverence or be in awe of.’  How appropriate that in this generation, when reverence and fear for God is almost non-existent that the Lord’s church reminds the world that Yahweh, the God of heaven is a great and awesome God and not One to be trifled with!  


Besides preaching the everlasting gospel, and telling the world to fear God, this first angel says ‘give glory to Him.’  All glory and honor to Him that saved us!  One of the ways we can give glory to God is by the way we take care of our body!  1 Corinthians 10:31 says, ‘Whatsoever ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.’  So God’s remnant church will have a message about diet and health!  The Seventh-day Adventist Church has from its very beginning taught this truth!  


�
Lesson 16: The Seven Last Plagues





This lesson deals with the two chapters in the book of Revelation that depict the outpouring of the seven last plagues.  When these plagues fall, their combined effects will be the greatest disaster that has ever fallen on the earth!





1.  What is filled up in the seven last plagues?  Revelation 15:1.    Answer:  The ________ of God.





2.  Who are the ones that stand on the “sea of glass” and do not receive the plagues?  See verse 2.





Answer:  They that had gotten the ________ over the ________, and over his _________, and over his ________, and over the ________ of his ________.





Note:  Here stand the spirit filled, obedient followers of the Lamb of God!  They did not worship the Roman Papal beast or the image of the beast.  This image of the beast, which we have already learned about, will be a last day union of apostate Protestantism with the government of America enforcing Sunday worship and other Roman Papal doctrines.  This will pave the way for other nations to follow "causing the world to worship the first beast, which had the deadly wound and did live."  See Revelation 13:14.





3.  What are the victorious believers doing at this time?  See verses 3-4.





Answer:  They ________ the ________ of Moses and the _________, and they ________ God!





Note:  Do you want to be in that number that sings this glorious song?  Then be faithful to God, accept Jesus as Lord and Master, and allow His Spirit to work His will and pleasure in your heart! These studies you are doing can be a major help in your understanding of these matters of eternal importance!





4.  Who did John see coming out of the temple in heaven?  See verses 5-6.    Answer:  ________ angels





5.  What were these angels holding?  Same verses.    Answer:  The last ________.





6. What were these seven angels clothed with?  Same verses.





Answer:  Clothed in ________ and ________ linen, and having their ________ girded with ________.





Note:  These angels were dressed like priests in the Old testament!  See Exodus 28.   They assist Jesus who is our High Priest in the heavenly sanctuary!  See Hebrews 8:1-2.   When these angels come out of the temple, it signifies that the work of intercession is over!  It is then that the angels receive the seven vials filled with the wrath of God!  This will be when man’s probation is over, when man’s destiny is forever sealed!  There will be no more time to repent after that point! Verse 8 tells us that “no man was able to enter into the temple" because the smoke of God’s glory fills it.  No man is able to have his name in consideration before God any longer.  The plagues are about to be poured out!  It is too late!  The decree of Revelation 22:11 will then be issued.  When this hour comes, it is a fearful time for those who have long neglected God’s mercy!





7.  When the first of the seven last plagues was poured out, what fell upon those who had the mark of the beast and who worshipped his image?  See Revelation 16:1-2.





Answer:  A ________ and ________.


Note:  These people had not heeded the warnings God gave the earth through His remnant church!  Now they receive the punishment due to the disobedient!





8.  What was affected by the second plague, and what was the result?  See Revelation 16:3.





Fill in:  “And the second angel poured out his vial upon the ________; and it became as the ________ of a ________, and every living ________ in the ________."


Note: This plague pollutes the waterways of the world!  God allows it to become stagnant and poisonous “like the blood of a dead man!”  The creatures that live in the sea die.  Notice that the creatures are called “souls.”  This shows us that the word soul does not mean immortal; in fact, never in the Bible does it say the soul is immortal!  The word soul merely means a person or creature.  We use the term today when we call someone a “poor soul” etc.  It must be noted that these plagues are not universal; if they were, no one could survive to see the coming of Jesus!





9.  What happened when the third angel poured out his vial?  See verse 4.





Answer:  The ________ and ________ became _________.


Note:  Even the fresh water is turned into blood!  This reminds us of the plague that fell upon the Egyptians before the Exodus!  In fact, these plagues resemble the judgments God sent upon Egypt before His people were freed from bondage to head for the promised land!  We too, before we embark on our journey to the heavenly Canaan will see the plagues poured out, but we will be protected from them as the Hebrews were in Egypt!  See Psalm 91:8-9 and Exodus 8:22-23.


�
Lesson 17: Babylon the Great





Chapter 17 takes place before the plagues mentioned in chapter 16 are poured out!  One of the plague carrying angels calls to John the Revelator and says, “Come hither, I will show unto thee the judgment of the great whore ..." Verse 1.  This is the subject matter of this revealing chapter in the Revelation of Jesus Christ!





1.  What does this great whore sit upon?  See verse 1 again.   Answer:  _________.





Note:  As we have learned, water represents multitudes of people.  For many centuries the Roman harlot has "rode" the political powers and kingdoms of this world.  Even now she has religious control over all those who follow her beliefs no matter what country they are a citizen of!





2.  What have the kings of the earth done with the great whore? verse 2.


Answer:  They have committed ________ with her.


Note:  Fornication is an immoral intimate sexual relationship with someone outside of marriage.  Babylon the Great, the whore church, has in times past had immoral relationships with governments of the world.  As a result of this, the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with hot false doctrines that they were forced to accept!  As we learned in chapter 13, the papal church lost its political power in 1798 when Berthier, Napoleon’s general abolished the political government of the papacy.  Political power will be restored in the end of time when the great harlot once again "rides" the nations of the earth!





3.  What did John see in the spirit?  See verse 3.


Answer:  A ________ upon a ________ colored ________, full of ________ of ________, having ________ and ________.


Note:  This beast, like the one in Revelation 13, has seven heads, ten horns, and the names of blasphemy written upon it.  The woman riding the beast represents the same Papal power as chapter 13. The added dimension is that the harlot is now seen riding the beast.  This great harlot personifies the false church in contrast to the virtuous woman of chapter 12 which personified the true church!





4.  What color clothing was the woman John saw in vision wearing?  verse 4.


Answer:  She was arrayed in ________ and ________.


Note:  These are the official colors of the Roman priesthood!





5.  Was this woman pictured in the vision "decked" out in jewelry?  See verse 4 again.   Answer:  _________.


Note:  Jesus is the One who "signified" the revelation and gave it to the angel to give to John.  He is the One who painted this picture of what He thought a wicked, harlot type woman should look like! And He put on her gold, pearls and precious stones!  This ought to give us an idea of how the Lord feels about ornamental jewelry! Notice in chapter 12, verse 1, where the true church is pictured as a woman, she wears NO jewelry of any kind!





6.  This woman represented BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS.  What was this woman drunk with?  See verses 5-6.


Answer:  The ________ of the ________.


Note:  The fact that the Roman Church has murdered 50 million saints who refused to believe and follow her false doctrines surely qualifies her to be “drunk with the blood of the saints"!   John said he "marveled” when he saw her.  Her pomp and ceremony and prestige makes people marvel, but it is all for the purpose of deception!





7.  What did the angel say he would tell John after he asked him why he was marveling?  See verse 7.


Answer:  The ________ of the ________, and of the ________ that ________ her, which had the seven ________ and ten ________.





8.  What did he say about the beast?  See verse 8.


Answer:  The beast that thou sawest ________, and _________ and shall ________ out of the ________ pit.


Note:  When John says the beast ridden by the woman WAS past tense he is speaking about the 1260 years during which time the Papacy and the governments of the world were unlawfully united together!  This began in 538 A.D. and continued unbroken until 1798 A.D.!   The IS NOT phase refers to the time since 1798 after the papacy received its deadly head wound and lost its political power.  The harlot has not been permitted to ride the beast for the last 197 years!  She has been mainly a religious power.  She will be in the IS NOT state until she once again rides or controls the nations and kingdoms of the world!  Then she will be completely restored! Since 1798 the papacy has steadily been healing and will once again have full alliance with the kings of the earth at the end of time!  This is what John refers to in the rising out of the bottomless pit phase!  Ultimately the harlot and the beast and all who follow her will ‘go into perdition.’  See verse 11.





9.  Will those who “wonder" after the beast have their names in the Lamb’s book of life?  See verse 8.


Answer:  __________


Note:  This is the same thing it said about those who worship the beast in chapter 13, verse 8.  This is further proof that the beast of chapter 13 is the same blasphemous religious power as the woman on the beast of chapter 17!





10.  What do the “seven heads” of the beast represent?  See verse 9.


Answer:  _________ on which the ________ sitteth.


�
Lesson 18: Come Out, My People!





This session deals with the call of Revelation chapter 18 to "come out of Babylon."  This is a call to sincere hearted believers in all denominations.





1.  What did John see come down from heaven?  See verse 1 of chapter 18.   Answer:  __________





Note:  This angel joins the three angels mentioned in chapter 14.  This one comes to help finish the Lord’s work on the earth!





2.  What does this angel have, and what happens to the earth when he comes?  See verse 1 again.





Answer:  This angel has ________; and the _________ was _________ with his ________.


Note:  This angel will add power to the three angel’s messages.  The whole earth will hear the truth that you have been studying, and the issues in the great controversy between Christ and Satan will be made clear!





3.  This angel cries out "mightily” and with a "strong voice."  What does he say about Babylon?  See verse 2.





Answer:  He says "________ the ________ is ________, is ________!"


Note:  This angel represents God’s remnant church telling the world that the churches of Babylon are twice fallen. It will not be a pleasant message to the members of the Babylonian churches, or to their members!  We can expect that they will vehemently oppose this message!





4.  How far has Babylon fallen?  What will it eventually become? See verse 2 again.





Answer:  The ________ of ________, and the hold of every ________, and a cage of every ________ and hateful ________.


Note:  As the churches of the land depart from God’s truth they will continue in the downward slide until they eventually become the home of foul spirits and hateful abominations!  In fact, already the foul spirit of homosexuality has been allowed in some churches where they now have ordained ministers who are lesbians and homosexuals!  Many churches and ministries have already been polluted with the foul spirit of lust that has brought down some popular TV evangelists.  We should expect to see more and more of these abominations.  And as we do, God’s truth will become clearer and will grow to a ‘loud cry!’    Also, notice that there are still ‘unclean’ birds in the end of time! The distinction between clean and unclean foods is found in Leviticus chapter 11 and Deuteronomy 14.  This distinction will exist to the time of the coming of Christ.  See Isaiah 66:15-17.  For this reason, the members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church do not eat unclean foods.  In fact, many are vegetarians and eat the diet God originally gave to mankind.  See Genesis 1:29.





5.  What does the Lord say to His people in these fallen churches? See verses 3-4.





Answer:  "________ out of ________, My ________."


Note:  God is right now calling people out of Babylon, out of confusion, commandment breaking, and away from the false doctrines of the Roman beast!  Have you heard the call?  Listen!  God is most definitely calling you!





6.  Why does God not want His people to remain in Babylon?  See verses 4-5.





Answer:  He does not want them to be ________ of her ________ or to receive of her ________.


Note:  ‘Sin is the transgression of the law’ it says in 1 John 3:4.  By remaining in Babylon, even sincere, born again Christians would be sinning by breaking His Sabbath commandment!  Since it was Babylon the great that changed God’s law, she will receive the plagues.  Remember the plagues fall on those who receive the ‘mark of the beast’ -- the false Sabbath day, and who become part of the church state image now being formed in America!  See chapter 16, verse 2 again.





7.  Why does God bring these tribulations upon Babylon?  See verses 6-7.





Answer:  Because she ________, and lived ________. She said in her ________, "I ________ a ________, and am no ________, and shall ________ no ________."


Note:  Her ‘delicious’ living and proud boasting and self glory has been an insult to heaven and the Lord of glory.  All who glorify themselves and do not humbly come to the cross of Christ and in childlike faith lay hold of His word are part of Babylon the Great!





8.  What will be the time span when Babylon and her daughters receive the plagues?  See verse 8.





Answer:  They come in ________.


Note:  If we use the year for a day formula, then it would mean that it would take one year for these plagues to be poured out!  If this is the case, what a year this will be for Babylon and those who follow her!





9.  The whole world bewails the fall of that great city, the city of Rome!  It will be a shock when this great city is brought down! How long will it take for Rome to receive her judgments?  See verses 9-10.


Answer:  __________


Note:  We do not know if this merely means a short time or if it will be literally 15 days, which is what an hour is in prophetic time! (day = year).  Whatever it means, judgment upon her will be quick and decisive, and by the hand of God!


�
Lesson 19: Behold!  He Cometh!





This chapter is about the glorious second coming of Jesus Christ!





1. What will everyone in heaven be shouting when Babylon the Great falls, just before the Savior returns?  See verse 1.





Answer:  ________, ________, and ________, and _________, and ________, unto the ________ our ________!





2. Why are they saying, "true and righteous are His judgments”?  See verse 2.


Answer:  Because He ________ the great _________ who had __________ the earth.





3. What did the 24 elders and the four beasts do?  See verses 3-4.


Answer:  They ________ down and ________ God that __________ on the _________.


Note:  We today are to rejoice, and to say "Hallelujah" to God!  He has redeemed us and He will save us!





4. What are we commanded to do?  See verse 5.


Answer:  ________ our _________.


Note:  The Bible says that the Lord ‘inhabits the praises of His people’!  See Psalm 22:3.





5. Why are all praising God at this time?  See verse 6.


Answer:  Because at this time the ________ God ________ begins to reign!


Note:  Friends, the Lord is soon to come, and when He comes He will begin His never ending reign!  Ultimately, Satan and sin will be forever banished from the people of God!





6. What great supper will the faithful be invited to?  See verse 7.


Answer:  The ________ supper of the ________.


Note:  Notice that one must be ‘ready’ to attend this supper!  There is a special garment that must be worn to be at this supper!  See Matthew 22:10-14.   The "wedding garment” mentioned in Matthew chapter 22 stands for the righteousness of Christ that must cover our ‘filthy rags.’  See Isaiah 64:6.   In actuality, the Lord gives us two robes!  The first is His robe of imputed righteousness, that is a robe that covers our sinful life with His perfect life.  The second robe is the imparted robe of righteousness.  This robe is made by combining our will with His omnipotent power!  The victorious ones "make themselves ready” for heaven by choosing to allow the Lord to work in them to will and to do of His good pleasure!





7.  What is the “fine linen, clean and white" that the church triumphant will be wearing at this great marriage supper?  verse 8.


Answer:  The ________ of ________.


Note:  This robe is made, as we said, by the Holy Spirit combining Christ’s imparted righteousness with man’s will!  See Matthew 6:33.





8.  What did the angel do when John fell down to worship him?  Verse 10.


Answer:  The angel said, "________ it _________"!


Note:  We are not to bow down to anyone but God!  The people who bow down before statues, images, popes and cardinals have not heeded what the angel said about worshipping God alone!  See also Matthew 4:8-9.





9.  What is the “testimony of Jesus”?  See verse 10 again.


Answer:  It is the ________ of ________.


Note:  The remnant church has in it the Spirit of Prophecy according to Revelation 12:17. This, along with keeping the commandments of God, are very important identifying marks of the true church. The Seventh-day Adventist Church has been given this unique gift through the writings and visions of Mrs. Ellen G. White!  We are not to despise this gift, but rather test it by the word of God! See 1 Thessalonians 5:20-21.   This gift will be in the church until the end of time!  See Ephesians 4:11-13.





10.  What does Jesus do “in righteousness"?  See verse 11.


Answer:  He doth ________ and make ________.


Note:  Jesus will fight the Battle of Armageddon for us!  He makes “war” against those who oppose His law and persecute His people!





11.  What is He clothed with, and what is His name?  See verses 12-13.


Fill in:  "And He was clothed with a ________ in ________; and His ________ is called the ________ of ________."


Note:  His garments are royal and kingly, but they have been ‘dipped in blood!’  He has shed His blood for us!  That blood stained garment will symbolize retribution and strike terror in the hearts of those who rejected Him, but for those who have accepted Him as Lord, that blood stained garment will be salvation and honor. Notice that He is also called ‘The Word of God.’  He was the mighty “Logos” -- the Word.  “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”  John 1:1-3 & 14.





12.  Who follows Jesus when He comes?  See verse 14.


Answer:  The ________ of heaven.


Note:  This army of angels is the army that will take the field against the wicked in the Battle of Armageddon.  It will not be the armies of Russia and Israel as is often taught today!  It will be the armies of heaven battling against the whole world that has supported the beast, and has enforced his mark!


�
Lesson 20: The Great White Throne


The Book of Revelation, Chapter 20





1.  What did the angel coming down from heaven have in his hand?  See verse 1.





Answer:  The ________ to the ________ and a great ________.


Note:  This is symbolic language as we will plainly see.  The term “bottomless pit” is translated from the Greek word “abussos,” and is the same word that was used in Genesis 1:2 when the Old Testament was translated into Greek.  The Greek translation of the Old Testament was called the Septuagint.  The Greek word abusso means the same as “formless and void.”  It is the condition that this world will once again be in after Jesus’ glorious return!





2.  What does the angel do to Satan?  See verse 2.   Answer:  He ________ him for a ________.





Note:  We know that the devil is a spirit being and cannot be bound with a literal chain.  This is symbolic for a chain of circumstances that leaves the devil powerless to act.  His hands will be tied, so to speak!  This is because when Jesus returns, the righteous will be taken to heaven, and the wicked will be slain by the brightness of His coming!  See 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 and 2 Thessalonians 2:8 again.  The devil will have no one to tempt or deceive, therefore he will be bound -- his hands tied!





3.  Where was the devil cast into?  See verse 3.  Answer:  The ________.





Note:  The devil and his demons will be limited to the desolated earth for a thousand years. They will have to roam the earth and see the death and destruction caused by their rebellion against God and His righteous laws!  Notice that finally the devil will be forced to “shut up”!





4.  How long will the devil and his demons be in this “bottomless pit.”  See verse 3 again.   Answer:  For a _________.





Note:  This is the 1000 year Millennium which begins when Jesus returns to this earth and takes the righteous of all ages to heaven.  This earth will be left “without form and void” during this time.  See Jeremiah 4:23-27.





5.  What was given to those who sat on the thrones?  See verse 4.   Answer: ________.





Note:  This verse refers to the executive phase of the judgment.  Before the Lord’s return, the time we are living in now, is the investigative phase of the judgment.  It determines who receives the rewards Jesus will bring with Him when He returns!  See Revelation 22:12.   During the 1000 year Millennium, both angels and wicked men and women will be judged.  See 1 Corinthians 6:2.   After the 1000 years, the determination of the judgment will be executed against the wicked!  See verse 12.





6.  What do the righteous “souls” who had been beheaded, but who had gotten the victory over the beast, and his mark and his image receive.  See verse 4 again.





Answer:  They "________ and ________ with Christ a ________."


Note:  These “souls” were raised when Jesus returned!  This is why it says they “lived” and reigned with Christ a thousand years.  This verse does not say that we have immortal souls! These souls or people were resurrected earlier when Jesus returned!  It was then that they put on immortality!  1 Corinthians 15:51-54.





7.  When do the “rest of the dead” (the wicked) live again or are resurrected?   See verse 5.





Answer:  When the ________ are ________.


Note:  Jesus taught that there are two resurrections, one called the “resurrection of life” of the righteous that takes place at Jesus’ return, and the other, called the “resurrection of damnation” which takes place after the thousand year Millennium!  See John 5:28-29.





8.  Why are those who have part in the "first resurrection" (when Jesus returns) especially blessed?  See verse 6.





Answer:  Because the ________ has no ________ over them.


Note:  The second death is an eternal death from which there is no resurrection!  It is the second death that is the wages of sin! Those who are resurrected when Jesus returns, along with those who are living, are changed in the “twinkling of an eye.”  They need not worry about or fear the “second death!”





9.  What will happen to Satan after the 1000 years?  Verse 7.





Answer:  He will be ________ out of his ________.


Note:  After the 1000 years, Satan will be loosed “a little season.”  Verse 3.   Because the wicked are resurrected, and he now has people to control and tempt, the devil’s hands are no longer tied!  He is free to work for a “little while.”





10.  What does Satan do now when the wicked billions are resurrected?  See verse 8.


Answer:  He goes out to ________ the ________, to ________ them to ________.


�
Lesson 21: The New Jerusalem





"And I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea."  





This lesson deals with the glorious New Jerusalem, the city that the faithful will one day soon be citizens of!  Praise God for that!





1.  What did John say would not be in the “new heaven and new earth”?  See chapter 21, verse 1.





Answer:  There will be no more ________.


Note:  With no more huge oceans to separate peoples and take up vast amounts of the earth’s surface, there will be plenty of room for all the redeemed of all ages!





2.  What did John see coming down from God out of heaven?  See verse 2.   Answer:  the ________.





Note:  This glorious city will be the capital of the new earth!





3.  Who will dwell with the inhabitants of the new earth?  See verse 3.   Answer:  __________





Note:  The Lord’s throne will be moved to the New Jerusalem!  This will make the new earth the center of the universe!  Imagine seeing the Father and the Lord Jesus face to face!





4.  Besides wiping away all of our tears, what four other things will the Lord NOT allow in the new earth?  See verse 4.





Answer:  No more ________, and ________, and ________, and ________.


Note:  No more funeral trains, no more weeping at the coffin of a loved one!  Nothing to cause us pain or sorrow!  Let us all make plans to be there.  The ticket for that incredible journey has been paid for in blood -- the blood of the Lamb!





5.  According to these faithful and true words, what will the Lord make?  See verse 5.   Answer:   All __________.





Note:  “The eye has not seen, neither has the ear heard, neither has it entered into the mind of man the things God has prepared for those who love Him”!  See 1 Corinthians 2:9.





6.  Who can receive the water of life, and how much does it cost?  Verse 6.





Answer:  All those who ________ for it may receive it ________!


Note:  Heaven is cheap enough for us, but it cost the Lord of Glory everything to gain us a place there!  Are you thirsty for the living water?  If you are, you will be filled!  See Matthew 5:6.





7.  What will the “overcomers” inherit?  See verse 7.   Answer:  __________





8.  Who are some of the people that suffer the second death in the Lake of Fire?  See verse 8.





Answer:  The ________, and ________, and the ________, and _________, and _________, and ________, and ________, and all ________.


Note:  This verse ought to make it clear that no one who is not an overcomer will enter heaven! Immoral people, liars, thieves, illegal drug users and dealers (this is what the word translated sorcerers means), or idolaters or murderers will Not enter the better land!





9.  What is the new Jerusalem called?  See verses 9-10.   Answer:  the ________, the Lamb’s ________.





10.  What did the city have?  Verse 11.   Answer:  The ________ of ________.





11.  How many gates does this city have?  See verse 12.   Answer:  __________





12. What is written on each gate?  See verse 12 again.   Answer:  The name of one of the ________ of _________.





Note:  Regardless of what gate one enters, whether it be Simeon’s gate, or Joseph’s gate, or Judah’s gate, all who enter there will have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb!  See chapter 7, verse 14 again.





13.  What did the city rest upon?  See verses 13-14.   Answer:  __________





14.  What was written on the name of each of these twelve foundations?  See verse 14.





Answer:  The ________ of the ________ of the ________.


Note:  The church was built upon Jesus, and the twelve disciples were the first stones!  Upon their written gospels, and upon their work, the church was built and has grown!


�
Lesson 22: Behold!  I Come Quickly!





"Behold, I come quickly, and my reward is with Me."





This is the last lesson in the exciting Revelation NOW! series.  I pray that you have been blessed by these lessons.





1.  What did John see proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb?  See verse 1.   Answer:  A ________ of ________.





2.  What was on either side of the river?  See verse 2.  Answer:  The ________ of ________.





Note:  This tree was the one that fallen man was forbidden to eat from!  See Genesis 3:24.   But now that man has been redeemed from sin, this tree is once again restored!  God will pick up where He left off before sin entered the world!





3.  What were the leaves of the tree of life for?  See verse 2 again.   Answer:  he ________ of the ________.





Note:  There is some kind of great healing power in this tree, for if Adam had continued to eat from it, he would have never died! See Genesis 3:22-24.   Perhaps it so boosts man’s system that he becomes immune even to the aging process!  No doubt this tree’s source of life comes from the Lord, and as the redeemed eat of it, a different fruit for every month, they will continually remember that the Lord is the source of their life, their happiness, and their existence!





4.  What is another thing that shall NOT be there?  Verse 3.   Answer:  There will be no more ________.





Note:  Gone will be the curse of sin, of loneliness, poverty, sickness, mourning, death etc.!  We will serve the Lord with gladness of heart!





5.  What do you think will be the most beautiful thing we can see in heaven?  Verse 4.   Answer:  The ________ of ________.





Note:  Face to face with Christ my Savior, face to face, what will it be? O, when in rapture I behold Him, Jesus Christ who died for me!





6.  Why did Yahweh, our heavenly Father send these messages to us?  Verse 5-6.





Fill in:  "... to ________ unto His servants the ________ which _________ come to ________."





Note:  God has given us the great truths we have studied in these 22 sessions so that we would know what will happen in the future! These things MUST come to pass because God has said so!  Jesus said, “The Scripture cannot be broken.”  See John 10:35.





7.  Jesus said, “Behold, I come quickly!”  Who did he say would be especially blessed?  Verse 7.





Answer:  Those that ________ the ________ of the ________ of this ________.





Note:  How sad that many churches and pastors never even preach or teach the great line of prophecies found in the book of Revelation!  For this reason, many miss out on a tremendous spiritual blessing!





8.  What did John do when he saw the great things the angel was showing him?  See verse 8.





Answer:  He ________  to ________ the ________.





9.  What did the angel say to him?  See verse 9.





Fill in:  "See thou ________ it ________: for I am thy ________, and of thy ________ the ________, and of them which ________ the ________ of this ________: ________ God,"





Note:  The angel did not allow John to bow down to him!  Only to God should we bow down!  See Matthew 4:8-10.   When Cornelius bowed down to Peter, he was quickly rebuked by Peter who said, “I myself also am a man.”  See Acts 10:25-26.   It is amazing that today so many are deceived and bow down before statues and images, and before the Roman Catholic pope!  It is ironic that the pope, who claims to have inherited the papal throne from Peter does not do as Peter did, and rebuke those who bow down to him!  





But you see, the devil claims all the worship given to the beast as worship given to him!  See Revelation 13:4.   Image and man worship is another type of devil worship!Look at verse 9 again, and you will see that John’s brethren are the “prophets.”  These brethren have the “testimony of Jesus” according to chapter 19, verse 10.  This means that when it says the “remnant” church will have in it the “testimony of Jesus,” (see chapter 12, verse 17), then it means they must have a prophet in their midst!  This has indeed been the case in the Seventh-day Adventist Church which has been given the testimony of Jesus through the Spirit of Prophecy!  If you have not read some of the books written by Mrs. White, I highly recommend that you do so as soon as possible.  You will be greatly blessed!





