Lesson 1: The Good News about Eternal Life

For God so loved the World ...

Welcome to the Good News Bible Study Series.  Begin by filling in the blanks using a King James Version of the Bible.   Then, when you have completed the lesson, return it to the person who gave it to you, or mail it to us at P.O. Box 5741, Columbia, SC 29250.

You will also have a Bible marking assignment each week should you wish to color-code your Bible.  Carefully follow the color-coding instructions at the end of each lesson.  May the Lord bless you as you learn the Good News about Him and His truths right from the pages of His Holy Word!

1. What are we saved by?   Ephesians 2:8-9.

Answer: By God’s ________ and not by any good ________ that we can do.

Note:  Grace Is God’s unmerited favor toward us. In order for us to be saved by our works or good behavior, we would have to live a perfect life from the moment of conception until death without committing one single sin in thought, word, or deed! But according to the Bible, no one but Jesus has ever done that!

2. Galatians 2:21 tells us that If we could be saved by the ________, then Jesus ________ in ________.

Note:  If it were possible for us to save ourselves by perfectly obeying the Ten Commandments, then Jesus died on the cross for nothing! But it is BECAUSE we cannot perfectly obey the law in our unconverted state that Jesus came!  He lived a perfect, sinless life that will be credited to our account if we accept Him as our Savior and Substitute.

3.  What is "sin"?   1 John 3:4.   Answer: "Sin is the ________ of the ________."

Note:  There is no sin that we can commit that is not in some way transgression of one of the Ten Commandments!  They are God’s guidelines for successful living.  Yet without the Spirit of Christ living in us, we are powerless to truly obey His laws.

4.  Romans 3:23 tells us that all have ________ and fall ________ of the glory of God.

Note:  We are all sinners, and as sinners, we fall short of what God requires for eternal life. But Jesus did not fall short!  His obedience can be credited to our account through faith!

5. What are the wages of sin, and what is the gift of God?   Romans 6:23.

Fill in:   "The wages of sin is ________ but the gift of God is ________ through Jesus Christ our Lord."

Note:  We all have earned the death penalty because we all have sinned.  We can only do one of two things to pay this penalty. We can die for our sins and forfeit eternal life, or we can accept, by faith, Jesus’ death in our behalf, as our substitute, in order that we may be forgiven.  At Calvary, Jesus suffered capital punishment in our place!  God’s gift to us is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord!

We cannot "earn" a gilt.  It must be given to us freely to be a gift.  If we paid for it, it would no longer be a gift, but rather our "wages."   The wages we have earned is death, but through Jesus, we can have God’s "gift" of eternal life!

6. What must happen to a person before he or she can "see" the kingdom of God?   John 3:3.

Answer:  He or she must be ______ _________.

Note:  Jesus said we MUST be born again.  We need a change of heart!

7. What is the promise found in 1 John 1:9?

Fill in:  If we ________ our ________, He is faithful and just to ________ us our sins, and to ________us from all ________."

Note:  The gospel has two parts: forgiveness and cleansing.  Not only does Jesus forgive us of our sins, but He begins a process of sanctification in us by which we are cleansed from our sins and no longer wallow in the slough of despondency.  The gospel will affect the whole of our life.  It will clean our clothes, wash our face, comb our hair, straighten up our life, and put us on the straight and narrow path that leads to the kingdom Of God!

8.  In the Old Testament sanctuary service (which pointed forward to Jesus’ sacrifice on Calvary's cross), a person who sinned was instructed to take an unblemished lamb or other animal to the sanctuary where the priest offered the animal as a substitute sacrifice that died in the sinner’s place.  What did the sinner have to do to this animal sacrifice?  Leviticus 3:7-8. 

Lesson 2: The Good News about the Word of God

1.  How much of the Bible is inspired by God?  2 Timothy 3:16.   Answer:  ________ of it.

Note:  Some churches place little emphasis on the Old Testament, but remember, it was the Old Testament that the New Testament writers were referring to when they said "Scriptures"!

2.  According to this same verse, what four things is Scripture ‘profitable’ for?

Answer:    ________, ________,  ________,  ________.

3. What did the Savior say we are to ‘live by’?  Matthew 4:4.

Answer:   Every _______ that proceeds from the ________ of God.

Note:  In this day and age, many are trying to live "by bread alone."  That is, by the material things of life, and they forget that they need to feed their spiritual nature with the Word of God!

4.  The grass withers, and the flower fades, but what will the Word of our God do?  Isaiah 40:8.   Answer:  ________

5. We get faith by ‘hearing,’ but hearing what?  Romans 10:17.   Answer:  The ________ of________.

6.  Of Whom do the Scriptures ‘testify’?  John 5:39.   Answer: ________

Note:  The Bible can truly be called the ‘Jesus Book’!   He Is God's great love initiative, the Superstar of its pages!

7. Through what are we "born again"?  1 Peter 1:23.   Answer:  The ________ of ________.

8.  Are the Scriptures open to ‘private interpretation’?  2 Peter 1:20-21.   Answer:  ________

Note:  Private interpretation of the Scriptures would be where certain groups teach that a certain Bible text means this, or means that, without having any biblical or historical proof for their private interpretation.   Usually private interpretation of Scripture contradicts other portions of Scripture, on the same subject.

9. What did the resurrected Jesus do to teach two of His disciples a proper understanding of the word of God?  Luke 24:27.

Fill in:   "And beginning at________ and ________ the prophets, He ________ unto them in ________ the ________ the things concerning Himself".

Note:  Jesus began with Moses’ writings (the first five books of the Bible) and went through the prophets'  writings taking pertinent texts from "all the Scriptures" while giving a Bible study to  these two disciples.  The subject of that Bible study that Jesus taught was the gospel, the good news of His life, His death, and His resurrection!  These studies you are doing use the same method Jesus used!  Pertinent texts from ‘all the Scriptures’ are consulted in order to get a complete understanding of each Bible truth as it is in Jesus!

10.  To keep from sinning against God, what should we "hide" in our heart?  Psalm 119:11.

Answer:  God’s ________.

11.  What did the Bereans do to determine if what Paul was teaching them was the truth?  Acts 17:11.

Answer:  They  ________ the ________ daily.

Note: You must study the Word of God for yourself, and not depend on what your pastor says, or what your church teaches!  They may be dead wrong!  Study the Bible in an attitude of prayer and find the truth for yourself!

12.  What did the Lord say would happen to those who tried to add to or take away from what He has caused to be written in His word?  Revelation 22:18-19.

Answer:  He will take their names out of the ________ of ________.

Note:  We need to be aware of groups that have their own private set of Scriptures!   Usually these unorthodox translations of Scripture, or private set of ‘Scriptures’ unique to one group or church adds things to the Bible that  are never found in any Greek or Hebrew manuscripts of the Sacred Scriptures!   For identification of these false Scriptures and translations, see the book So Many Versions by Sakae Kubo & Walter Specht.You can order this book at your local Christian bookstore.

13.  What did Paul call the word of God in Ephesians 6:17?

Answer:  The ________ of the ________.

Note:  We need a weapon to fight the fight of faith.  That weapon is the Word of God -- your Bible!

14.  If we ‘eat’ the Word of God (read and believe it), what will our hearts be filled with?  Jeremiah 15:16.

Answer:  ________ and ________.

15.  How shall a young man or woman keep their way pure in this sin sick generation?  Psalm 119:9.
Lesson 3: The Good News about the Godhead

We are ONE  ... ELOHIM

In the King James Version of the Bible, and also in many other versions, the word "Lord" in the Old Testament is written LORD in capital letters.  This is to indicate that in the original Hebrew text, the sacred name YAHWEH is written. The translators of the King James Version translated the sacred name YHWH (pronounced YA-WAY) as LORD capitalized. So each time you see the word LORD in all capital letters in the various Bible translations, that is where the sacred name YAHWEH is written in the original Scriptures.   Some use the name "Jehovah" as the sacred name of God.  But recent research in the area of ancient Hebrew language, texts, and pronunciation has conclusively proven YAHWEH to be a much more accurate pronunciation of the sacred name.  On page 87 of the Jewish Encyclopedia, Volume 7, it states:  "This pronunciation (Jehovah) is grammatically impossible.  It arose through pronouncing the vowels of the word 'Adonai' with the consonants of YHWH."    The term "Yahweh" comes from the Hebrew version of Exodus 3:14.  Moses asked the Lord what his name was.  See Exodus 3:13 now.  The Lord answered by saying that His name was "I AM THAT I AM".  In Hebrew this term is "eyeh asher eyeh."  It is from this term that the name Yahweh is derived.  The word translated "God" in the Old Testament is the Hebrew word "Elohim" (pronounced: L-O-HEEM), and it is a plural term.  Elohim means "Mighty" or "Great" Ones. The word "Elohim" is a collective noun somewhat like the English word "family" is a collective noun. Being such a collective noun, it requires a singular verb like the word "family" does. In the Bible, the word "Elohim," even though a plural term, is often accompanied by verbs in the singular.   This is significant!  There can be ONE family made up of THREE persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. There are three living Persons of the heavenly Trio. Each of the thee Persons of the Godhead is "Elohim" or "God" as we say in English.

1. What did Yahweh say about His name in Exodus 3:15 (last part)?

Fill in:  "... this is My ________, and this is My ________ to all ________."

Note:  Our God said that Yahweh would be His name forever and that it would be the memorial name throughout all generations! That includes you and me! In these lessons you will notice that the name Yahweh is used often. See also Isaiah 42:8.  All the attributes of the Father have been made plain in the Scriptures, and His loving character is evident in the "book of nature" that we all "read" every day! Our hearts also tell us of a God who is loving, kind, and also perfectly just. But the greatest picture of the Father's character was seen in the life of Jesus, His Son. Jesus said, "He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father!" See John 14:8-9.  Yahweh, our heavenly Father, so loved the world that He gave His Son to save it! In this lesson, we will learn more about the Godhead of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. First, let's study a bit about Jesus, our Savior.  With so many groups that deny the Deity (Godhood) of the Lord, Jesus Christ, it is essential for us to know the plain truth about this matter. For the Scriptures teach that "whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: but he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also." 1 John 2:23.

2. Does the Bible teach that Jesus was EQUAL with God?  Phil. 2:5-6.   Answer: ________

3. Did Jesus claim to be ONE with His Father? John 10:30-33.   Answer: ________

4. What did Thomas call Jesus in John 20:28?   Answer:  My ________ and my ________.

Note:  If Jesus were not God, He would have rebuked Thomas and said something like, "Do not Call me God."  But He did not do this!  He accepted the title because He was and IS God!

5.  In Matthew 4:10, who did Jesus tell Satan was the only One worthy of worship?   Answer: ________

6. Did Jesus allow people to WORSHIP Him?  Matthew 8:2 & 15:25.   Answer: ________

Note:  If Jesus were just a man, or an angel and not ‘God,’ He would surely have stopped the people from worshipping Him as Peter did in Acts 10:25-26, and as the angel did in Revelation 22:8-9.  But Jesus accepted the worship because He was Himself part of the Godhead, and as such was worthy of worship!

7.  What does God the Father command all the angels to do to His Son?  Hebrews 1:6.    Answer:________ Him!

Note:  Since the Scriptures plainly teach that only God is worthy of worship, and all the angels are commanded to worship Jesus, is it not plain that He is God?

8. In verse 8 of Hebrews 1, what does the Father plainly call His Son?   Answer:________

9. What does the apostle John say about Jesus (the "Word") in John 1:1?
Fill in:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was ________ God, and the Word was ________.

Note:  Verse 14 of this chapter tells us that "the Word became flesh and dwelt among us." This of course refers to Jesus.  John clearly writes that the "Word" was "God"! One group, in an attempt to negate this clear testimony regarding the deity of Christ, added the word "a" in their own translation of the Holy Scriptures.  But almost every Greek scholar agrees that this is a gross twisting of the Greek text and an impossible translation!  Besides, calling Jesus "a God" would deny the very word of Yahweh Himself because Isaiah 43:10 and other Scriptures make it very clear that there were no “other” Gods formed either before or after Yahweh! Jesus is God the Son, the second Person of Elohim, the ONE Godhead!

10.  Since there are some groups who say we should not pray to Jesus but only to the Father, is there Scripture evidence of men praying to Jesus?  Acts 7:59.
Answer: ________

Note:  Stephen knew that Jesus was God and he prayed to Him calling “upon God and saying, Lord Jesus"!  Turn to Colossians 1:15 and read it.  Some make a point that this verse states that James is the “firstborn of every creature."  From this they assert Jesus 
Lesson 4: The Good News about God's Love

Amazing Love

1. What did Paul say about God’s love in Ephesians 3:19?   Answer:  God’s love for us ________.

Note:  Paul said God’s love is beyond knowledge!  It is a most amazing thing the way our God loves us!

2.  Can anything stop God from loving us?  Romans 8:35-39.   Answer: ________

Note:  Regardless of what we have done God loves us! He loves us more than any earthly father or mother could love their child. And His love does not stop because we have sinned, any more than an earthly parent would stop loving their child because he or she did wrong things!  O friend, God loves you so very much!  In the book The Cross and The Switchblade, the author David Wilkerson, a preacher from America’s mid-section with a burden for the gang members in New York City, relates how he went to the ghetto apartment of notorious gang leader Nicky Cruz. Pastor Wilkerson said he had such a burden to tell Nicky Cruz that God loves him that he went to his apartment in the middle of the night and knocked on the door!  Nicky Cruz opened the door and flew into a rage when he saw this preacher whom he despised! He slammed Wilkerson against a wall and put his cane to his throat. “What do you want?” Cruz snarled. The man of God said, “I just came to tell you that God loves you, Nicky Cruz.”   The hardened gang leader never forgot those words, and he eventually accepted Jesus Christ as his personal Lord and Savior! Today Nicky Cruz is an outstanding evangelist who has led thousands to make Jesus Christ their Lord and Savior too! His favorite theme is the love of God for even the most hopeless sinner! God’s love can change the heart like nothing else can!

3.   Jesus is our “Good Shepherd.” What did our Shepherd do for us - His sheep?  John 10:11.

Answer: He ________ His ________ to save us!

Note:  The Holy One of Israel, the Son of Yahweh, the One through Whom all things were made, the One Whom angels love to worship and adore, came down to this sin filled speck in the universe! The Father walked down the staircase of heaven with a Baby in His arms! His only begotten Son lived as a man and became acquainted with the hardships and heartaches that are man’s lot.  He lived a perfect life of obedience so that His life could be credited to the account of all who claimed Him as their Savior! Then, to pay the penalty for His straying sheep, He laid down His life on a cruel cross for you and me! The Good Shepherd loves you so very much!  If you but believe what He has done for you, then you will have eternal life!

4. What did the Father of the prodigal son do when he saw his wayward son returning home?  Luke 15:20.

Fill in:  "... when he was a ________ way off, his ________ him, and had ________, and ________, and ________ on his ________, and ________ him”.

Note:  Jesus told this story to illustrate how much our heavenly Father loves us!  All of us are sinners.  We have all been prodigal sons. The apostle Paul tells us that while we were enemies, Jesus died for us.  (Romans 5:6-l0 & 18).   God has already given salvation to all, in Jesus (I Timothy 4:10). Praise God! Let’s not throw His gift away!  

God’s love is REALLY GOOD NEWS!  The only reason anybody can be lost is by resisting, rejecting, or willfully neglecting God’s love and saving grace.  We are saved by faith!  Unbelief brings condemnation.  (John 3:16-18).  

When the sinner hears and believes the pure gospel, he is justified by faith.  By their unbelief the lost willingly negate the salvation Christ has provided for them, and they spurn His love! The Good Shepherd is seeking His lost sheep.  Salvation does not depend upon lost sheep seeking the Shepherd.  He is seeking them!  We are to let Him find us!

5.  What did Jesus do when He saw the sadness on the faces of the family of Lazarus, who had just died?  John 11:35.

Answer: He ________.

Note:  Isaiah the prophet told us that the Messiah would be a “Man of sorrows" and that He would be “acquainted with grief.”   See Isaiah 53:3.  Jesus knows what you go through.  He is aware of your hurts, sorrow, perplexities, and pains!  He wants to bear your griefs and carry your burdens if you will but let Him.  He loves you that much!

6. What did the beloved apostle John say that God is?  1 John 4:8.   Answer: ________

Note:  The Godhead of Father, Son and Holy Spirit are the epitome of love!  All love originates and continually flows from them!  Do you love your wife, or children, or mother or father with all your heart?  If so, these feelings of love were put in you by the Father of love!  It is He that created us with the capacity to love.  And He loves us with a love that cannot be measured in human terms!  He loves us even more when we love His Son Whom He sent at infinite cost to save us!  See John 16:27.

7.  What does the well known verse John 3:16 tell us about God’s love for us?

Fill in:  "For God _____ _______ the world that He ________ His ________ begotten ________ that whosoever ________ in Him should not ________ but have ________ ________."

Lesson 5: The Good News about Prayer

1. The Savior is our example in all things.  What did Luke record about Jesus’ prayer life?  Luke 6:12.

Fill In: "He continued ________ in ________ to God."

Note:  Jesus sought a quiet and private place to pray to His Father, and He spent the WHOLE NIGHT praying!  Is It any wonder that His life was filled with the power and blessings of God? Is it any wonder that His words changed the course of history? We know that he was God the Son, but He prayed as a MAN to His Father, just as you and I are to do!

2. How do we know that Jesus prayed earnestly and with all His heart?  Hebrews 5:7.

Answer:  Because He prayed with "strong ________ and ________."

Note:  There were no half-hearted prayers made by the Savior of the world!  He prayed with strong cries and shed tears in prayer to His Father. The Bible says He was heard because He ‘feared’ (honored) His Father!  What an example for us to follow!

3.  What does the Holy Spirit do for us when we pray?  Romans 8:26.

Answer:  He makes "________ for us with ________ which ________ be ________."

Note:  There are times when we cannot put into words exactly what we are feeling or want to say to our heavenly Father. But the Holy Spirit understands and knows what we mean, and He interprets our prayers for us and presents them to the Father clearly!

4. When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray, what model prayer did Jesus give them?  Luke 11:2-4.

Answer: The _______ ________.

Note:  This prayer (also called the "Our Father") was not intended to be the exact wording to use every time we pray.  God does not want us to pray with ‘vain repetition.’  See Matthew 6:7.   The Lord’s Prayer is a model prayer that contains the elements that are essential in effective prayer.  Let’s examine these essentials point by point.

OUR FATHER - Jesus taught us that we are to call God our ‘Father.’  This paternal title reflects the close relationship God wants to have with us. We are His children, and He is our "Daddy" (that's what the word abba means).   See Romans 8:15.   Let us not treat our heavenly Father like a stranger!

WHICH ART IN HEAVEN - We are told to recognize that our Father is enthroned in a real place in the heavens!  We are to direct our prayers to His sanctuary, the throne room of the universe!  He is a literal being and resides in a literal place, although his Spirit fills the universe, as we learned in lessons 3 and 4.  "The Lord’s throne is in heaven."  Psalm 11:4.

HALLOWED BE THY NAME - Yahshua taught us that when we pray, we are to remember that we are praying to Yahweh, our heavenly Father, the King of the Universe!  His sacred name is ‘hallowed,’ and we are never to use it in a flippant manner!

THY KINGDOM COME - We must recognize that God has a kingdom that will literally begin to reign when Jesus returns!  When we pray we are to yearn for His righteous kingdom to come quickly!

THY WILL BE DONE - The Savior taught us to pray that His will be done in our lives.  His love compels us to live for Him and no longer live for ourselves.   2 Cor. 5:14-l5.   We now delight in doing His will, not ours, even if the situation appears hopeless!

AS IN HEAVEN, SO IN EARTH - The angels of heaven are ministering spirits who delight to do God's will, even in ministering  to sinful, ungrateful rebels.  They serve and obey God out of love!  Let us pray for this kind of love obedience!

GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD - This teaches us to be content with what we have!  What a cure this is for the selfish carnal nature!  We are also to remember that our "daily bread" is supplied by our heavenly Father.  It is He that gives us all that we have!  Let us not worry about tomorrow.  Take ONE DAY AT A TIME!

AND FORGIVE US OUR SINS - We are to ask for His forgiveness and cleansing every day!  We are to confess our wrongs.  Confession is an essential part of effective prayer.  See Daniel 9:4-8.AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO HAVE SINNED AGAINST US - We must be willing to forgive others if we expect God to forgive us.  The verse says "Forgive us ... as we forgive ..."!  Prayer coming from a heart that holds hate and bears a grudge against another child of God will never have spiritual power!

AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION - This is better rendered "and do not permit us to wander into temptation."  Our heavenly Father does not tempt anyone.  See James 1:13.   We are tempted when we are enticed by our own sinful desires!  See James 1:14.  We are to pray for strength and power to live a victorious and joyful Christian life!

BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL - We are to pray for deliverance from evil.  But this deliverance will only come if we are willing to cooperate with God and avoid the things that cause us to sin!  We are not to put ourselves on enchanted ground.  An ex-drunkard should not hang around in bars praying to God to be delivered from the evils of alcohol!  Divine power combined with human effort alone will give the victory!

Lesson 6: The Good News about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ

Behold He Cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see Him!   Rev. 1:7

The Bible teaches that the soon return of Jesus Christ is mankind’s best and most blessed hope. It is our settled determination to prepare to meet our Savior in peace, as well as to help others get ready for the Lord’s glorious appearance.

1.  The Bible tells us that no one can know the exact ________ or ________ of Jesus’ return.  Matthew 24:36.

2.  Luke 21:36 tells us to ________ and ________ for the Lord’s return.

Note:  We must watch for events in the world that point to Jesus' return and "pray" that we will receive His grace and the Holy Spirit's power that will enable us to be ready for that great day.

3.  Matthew 24:3-14 lists nine signs that would point forward to the Savior’s return. List these nine signs below.

1. Verses 3-5  ______________________

2. Verse 6 _________________________

3. Verse 7 _________________________

4. Verse 7 _________________________

5. Verse 7 _________________________

6. Verses 8-9 ______________________

7. Verse 11 ________________________

8. Verses 12-13 _________________  will abound.

9. Verse 14  The _____________________ will be preached.

Note:  All of these signs are being fulfilled with increasing intensity as the world approaches its ‘last days’!

4. What did Daniel the prophet say would ‘increase’ in the last days?  Daniel 12:4.   Answer: ________

Note:  Today, man’s knowledge in all fields is increasing at a phenomenal rate!  Man today is toying with things that no other generation before has tampered with!  Also, there has been an increase of knowledge in the Word of God and in the prophecies contained therein.  As you continue these lessons, your knowledge in the Word of God will increase too!  The above verse also tells us that in the last days men would "run to and fro."  Today, with the supersonic jets and advanced communications techniques, men are running "to and fro" at a frightening pace!  Surely we are living in the last days of earth's history!

5.  2 Timothy 3:1-5 informs us how people's characters would be in the "last days."  Do you think that this description depicts modern society today?

Answer: ________

Note:  Does this not accurately describe the people of this generation? We truly are living in "perilous times"!   Pride and blasphemy seem to be among the favorite sins of this generation.  Television, movies, and music highlight these evil traits of character, and sad to say, many professed Christians partake of the same!  It seems to be ‘cool’ for young people to rebel against their parents and against moral standards and God’s laws!  Rock groups sing about these evil traits of character with abandon. Child abuse is at an all time high.  Many people seem to be "without natural affection" towards their own children!  The present generation of pleasure seekers rivals the generation of people living in Noah's day!  To many people, religion is merely a "form," and their formal rituals have no power to change their lives and characters!  No doubt the judgments of God will be revealed against all those who love what is evil and hate what is good!

6.  Into what ‘valley’ will all the world be called before Jesus returns?  Joel 3:14-16.   Answer:  The valley of ________.
Note:  The world will be called to make a decision between Yahweh’s ways and laws, and the ways and laws of Satan and his earthly representatives.  We must take a decided stand on one side or the other!  It is impossible to be a neutral party in the great controversy that is going on between Christ and Satan!  Jesus said, "He that is not with Me is against Me."   Matthew 12:30.

7.  Who did Peter say would come in the last days, and what doctrine would they especially ridicule?  2 Peter 3:3-4.

Answer:  He said that _______ would come and they would ridicule the doctrine of Jesus' ________.

Note:  The second coming of Christ is ridiculed by many living today.  But Bible prophecy must be fulfilled!  There are some two hundred prophecies in the Bible predicting Jesus' first coming to this earth, and He fulfilled them all with His birth, life, death, and resurrection.  There are over 2000 references and prophecies regarding His second coming!  How foolish it is for "scoffers" to doubt this truth!  "Ready or not, here He comes" is what the signs of the times and the Bible say!

8.  In John 14:1-3 we find recorded Jesus' personal ________ that He would return again!

Note:  Jesus said, ‘I will come again.’  He said, ‘If it were not so, I would have told you.’  Believe Him, friends.  He is no liar!  The King of Kings and Lord of Lords will return just as He said in His Word!

Lesson 7: The Good News about the Millennium

We believe that when the Savior returns, the dead in Christ will be resurrected, and the wicked living will be "slain by the brightness of His coming."  See 2 Thessalonians 2:8.  The living righteous will be changed in the "twinkling of an eye."  See 1 Corinthians 15:52.  These living living ones, along with the resurrected righteous of all ages, will rise "to meet the Lord in the air" when He returns.  1 Thessalonians 4:17.  The earth will be left in a desolate condition for one thousand years.  

After the 1000 years, the New Jerusalem will descend from heaven preceded by Jesus and the saints.  At that time, (after the 1000 years), the resurrection of the wicked will take place. That will be the executive phase of the judgment. The wicked will then suffer the "second death."  The earth will then be purified from every trace of sin by being turned into a "lake of fire."  All vestiges of sin, death, suffering, and temptation will be forever destroyed!

Note: The term "Millennium" is derived from two different Latin words: "mille", which means "thousand," and "annus", which means "year." Thus the word "Millennium" literally means "1000 Years." The term "Millennium" is not in the Bible, but there are several references to the "one thousand years."

1. When the Savior returns, what will happen to the righteous who have died and are sleeping the sleep of death in their graves?  1 Thessalonians 4:16-17.

Answer:  The _________ in Christ shall ________.

Note:  The righteous dead "rise first." The wicked dead are not resurrected when Jesus returns, but AFTER as we shall see shortly.

2. When are the "rest of the dead" (the unrighteous) resurrected? Revelation 20:5-6.   

Answer: After the ________ were ________.

Note:  Since the righteous dead are resurrected when Jesus returns, the "rest of the dead" could only refer to the unrighteous! They live not again until after the Millennium!

3. Did the Savior indicate that there would be two resurrections? John 5:28-29.    Answer:  ________

Note:  He called the first resurrection, the "resurrection of life," and the second resurrection the "resurrection of damnation."  The book of Revelation tells us that these two resurrections will be one thousand years apart!

4. Who will the righteous be with for this 1000-year Millennium? Revelation 20:6.    Answer:  ________

5. What will this "great multitude" of the redeemed stand before? Revelation 7:9-10.

Answer: They stand before the ________, and before the ________.

6. Where is God’s throne? Psalm 11:4.    Answer: In ________.

Note:  When the Savior returns, He will take His people back to heaven to be with Him for 1000 years. See John 14:1-3. The dead in Christ will rise "to meet the Lord in the air" on that great day. Since the wicked are slain by "the brightness of His coming," and the righteous are taken to heaven for a thousand years, the earth will be depopulated during this time!

7. What will the condition of the earth be like during these 1000 years after Jesus returns?  Jeremiah 4:23-27.

Fill In:  Verse 23: "I beheld the ________, and lo, it was ________, and ________, and the heavens, and they had no ________."

Verse 24: "I beheld the mountains and lo, they ________, and all the ________ moved lightly."

Verse 25: "I beheld, and lo, there was ________, and all the birds of the heavens were ________."

Verse 26: "I behold, and lo, the ________ place was a ________, and all the ________ thereof were ________ at the presence of the Lord, and by His fierce ________."

Verse 27: "For thus hath the Lord said, 'The whole land shall be ________' yet will I not make a ________ end.'"

Note:  The cities of the earth will be "broken down" at the Lord’s presence!  See also Revelation 16:19. The Bible says that "no man" would inhabit this "desolate" earth during the time immediately following the Lord’s appearing.  But the Lord at that time will not make a "full end" because there are events that must take place when the 1000 years are over!

8. What will happen to Satan, and where will he be during this 1000 year period called the "Millennium"?  Revelation 20:1-3.

Answer:  He will be ________ up with a ________ and thrown into the ________ pit for a ________ years.

Lesson 8: The Good News about the Prophecy of Daniel, Chapter 7

In lesson 2, we studied about the prophecy of Daniel 2, which was about King Nebuchadnezzar's dream of a great statue.   Remember that the statue had a head of gold, chest and arms of silver, stomach and thighs of brass, legs of iron, and feet part of iron and part of clay.  We learned that the head of gold represented the kingdom of Babylon , and that the chest and arms of silver represented the Medo-Persian Kingdom that followed Babylon.  Then after the Medo-Persian kingdom, the kingdom of Greece followed, which was represented by the stomach and thighs of brass in the king’s dream.   Then followed the iron legs which represented the Roman Empire.   The toes of iron and clay represented the nations of modern Europe which developed as a result of the breakup of the Roman Empire in the fourth and fifth centuries.   Finally, we learned how the rock that struck the image on the feet and turned it to dust and blew it away, and which became a great mountain that filled the whole earth, represented the Rock Jesus Christ who will soon come and establish His kingdom!

Well, today we are going to study the prophecy of Daniel chapter 7, which follows the same sequence of kingdoms, but which gives us insight into some important details regarding the religious kingdom of Papal Rome that was established after pagan Rome’s fall.

1. In his vision, what did Daniel see “strive” on the great sea?  Daniel 7:1-2.   Answer: ________

Note:  Winds represent strife in Bible prophecy.  Psalm 65:7,  Isaiah 17:12-14,  Jeremiah 4:12-13,  etc.

2. In Bible prophecy, what does the “sea” represent?  Revelation 17:15.

Answer: ________, ________, _______ and ________.

Note:  So what Daniel saw was great political strife taking place upon the sea of humanity from which four kingdoms developed!

3. What came up from this sea that Daniel saw?  Daniel 7:3.   Answer: ________ great ________.

Note:  These represent the four great kingdoms that affected God’s covenant people.   They are the same kingdoms represented by the metals of the statue of Daniel chapter 2.   But now, instead of metals, the Lord uses beasts to represent these kingdoms.

4. What was the first beast like?  Verse 4.   Answer:   A ________ with ________.

Note:  The lion with wings was a well known figure in ancient Babylon. In fact, the walls of the city, parts of which are still standing, have these images on them!   The lion represented Babylon as did the head of gold on the statue of Daniel 2.   The man’s heart represented King Nebuchadnezzar, the great king of Babylon.   The fact that the wings were plucked may represent the decline of this empire in the latter years.

5.  What was the second beast that Daniel saw in his vision represented as?  Verse 5 of Daniel 7.

Answer:   A ________ up on ________.

Note:  This beast represents the Medo-Persian Empire, which followed Babylon in world history.  The Medes and the Persians were cruel as a bear can be.  The fact that the bear is raised up on one side reflects the fact that one of the two peoples -- the Medes and the Persians that combined together to make up this kingdom -- was stronger than the other.  The bear had “three ribs in the mouth of it.”   This represents the three kingdoms of Babylon, Lydia and Egypt that were “devoured” by the Medo-Persian Empire!

6. What was the third beast that Daniel saw in his vision described as?  Verse 6.

Answer:   A ________ with four ________ and four ________.

Note:  This beast represented the Grecian Empire of Alexander the Great.   A leopard is already a swift animal, but a leopard with wings would be extremely fast!   What an accurate description of the rapid expansion of the Grecian Empire of Alexander!   In a few short years he conquered the world!   In fact, while just in his twenties, Alexander lamented that there were no more worlds left to conquer!   Alexander died from a drunken fever at the young age of 32.   Before he died, he told his generals that the kingdom would go to the strongest.   This resulted in the breakup of the Alexandrine Empire of Greece into four parts represented by the four heads the leopard had!   How accurate is God’s word which tells us history in advance!   This prophecy was written centuries before the actual events took place!

7. How did Daniel describe the fourth beast he saw in his vision?  Daniel 7:7.

Answer:   “dreadful and ________ and _________ exceedingly; and it had great ________ ..."

Note:  This fourth dreadful beast with the “iron teeth” corresponds to the same kingdom represented by the iron legs of the statue of Daniel chapter 2.   It represents the Roman Empire, which followed Greece in world history.  The mighty Roman Empire did devour, break in pieces and stamp down all its enemies!

8.  How many “horns” did this fourth beast have?  Verse 7.   Answer: _________

Lesson 9: The Good News about Victory over the Beast and His Mark

1.  What does the Angel say "is fallen, is fallen"?  Revelation 18:2.   Answer:  ________

Note:  This term is a symbolic name for the false religious system that deceives the whole world. According to Revelation, this false religious system will deceive the whole world with false doctrine and false worship. The name indicates it will have religious elements in it that originated in ancient Babylon!

2.   Besides the name, ‘Babylon the Great,’ what other title is given to this false religious system?  Revelation 17:1.

Answer:   The Great ________ that sittest upon ________.

3.  What does the term ‘many waters’ upon which the Great Whore sits indicate about the false church’s influence?  Revelation 17:15.

Answer:   The ‘many waters’ represents the many ________ of the world that this false Church will have influence and rule over!

4.   Are the ‘Great Whore’ and ‘Babylon the Great’ one and the same?  Revelation 17:1-5.   Answer:________

5.   In contrast to the Great Whore church, what is the true church pictured as?  Revelation 12:1-2.

Answer:   A pure ________.

Note:  This symbolic woman represents the pure people of Yahweh down through the centuries!   The Great Whore is the false church, the pure woman is the true one!

6. What was the Great Whore seen sitting upon?  Revelation 17:3.

Answer:   "A  colored ________ full of names of ________, having seven ________ and ten ________."

Note:  The terms ‘beast,’ ‘Great Whore,’ and ‘Babylon the Great’ are all titles used in the book of Revelation to denote the great false religious system that has deceived and is deceiving the whole world!   This beast the Great Whore rides or controls is some type of union of nations that all pay allegiance to the false church as indicated in Revelation 17:3 because it says she has the names of ‘blasphemy’ upon it.   This term has to do with religion!

7. Who gives the beast of Revelation 13 his power and throne?  Revelation 13:2.   Answer: The ________.

Note:  See Revelation 12:9 to ascertain who the great, red dragon really is!   But Satan never shows himself openly; he uses other powers to enforce his ways as we shall see!

8.   What did Satan try to do to Jesus as soon as He was born a babe and became flesh to save us from sin?  Revelation 12:4.

Answer: He wanted to ________ Him.

Note:  History and the Bible tell us that when Jesus was born, Satan used the power of imperial Rome as his instrument of choice to try to destroy and ‘devour’ the newborn Messiah.   This is a very important identifying mark as to who the BEAST, the GREAT WHORE, and BABYLON THE GREAT represent!   Rome, we shall see, has a very important part to play in the matters of the great controversy between Christ and Satan!   Revelation 13:2 tells us that the dragon (which primarily represents Satan, and which secondarily represents pagan Rome) ‘gave’ the beast his "power, and his seat, and great authority." To find out who the ‘beast’ represents, we need to know who received ‘power,’ ‘authority,’ and the ‘seat’ from pagan Rome!   When pagan Rome fell from power, papal Rome took its place! The Roman church received from pagan Rome its seat, power and great authority!   A.C. Flick, the historian, in his book, The Rise of the Medieval Church, writes this:

"It is an undisputed fact of history that under the latter Roman emperors, after Constantine, the religion of the Roman government was changed from pagan to papal ... that after A.D. 476, the bishop of Rome (the pope) became the most influential power in western Rome, and that Justinian, in 533 A.D. was declared the 'head of all the holy churches,' and the 'corrector of heretics.' The removal of the capital from Rome to Constantinople in 330 A.D. left the western church, practically free from imperial power, to develop its own form of organization. The bishop of Rome, in the SEAT of the Caesars, was now the greatest man in the West, and was soon (when the Barbarians overran the empire) forced to become the political as well as the spiritual head."

9.  Does the religious ‘beast’ of Revelation 13 exert his influence over the whole world?  Revelation 13:7.

Answer: ________

Note:  Since the fall of pagan Rome, there has only been one fallen church that has a single man at its head, who sits on a throne, and who has loyal subjects in every nation. That church is the Roman Catholic Church! It received its power from pagan Rome, just as the prophecy said! But the Lord gives us clearer identifying marks so that we need not mistake the identity of this beast!

10.  What does this great harlot sit on that is represented by the ‘seven heads’ of the beast?  Revelation 17:9.

Fill in:   ‘Here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are _______ on which the woman sitteth.’

Note:  Rome is called the ‘city of seven hills’!   What a clear identifying mark as to the location of the Great Whore’s headquarters!   It is in Rome where the Vatican is located!

11.The beast of Revelation 13 has a special number attached to its name.   We are told that this name would be applied to a specific ‘man.’   What's the number of the beast?  Revelation 13:18.

Answer:  ________

Note:  Verse 17 says that it is the number of ‘his name’ or title. The Roman Pope is called by the official Latin title of VICARIVS FILII DEI.   Translated, this means ‘the vicar of the Son of God.’ Roman numerals have numerical value, and so it is possible to ‘count’ the number of his name as the Bible says!   Let’s do that right now!  If we add up the numeric values of the Roman numerals in the name VICARIVS FILII DEI, we come to the number 666, which is the number of his name -- THE NUMBER OF THE BEAST!

Lesson 10: The Good News about the Law of God

The Bible teaches that a person who has received Jesus Christ as personal Savior and Lord will have the law written on the heart by the Holy Spirit.  This is the NEW COVENANT.  God’s Ten Commandment law of love is now the Christian’s standard of right living as lived by Jesus. Unrepentant sinners live under condemnation of the law because of unbelief, self centered, lawlessness and rebellion.

1.  What is sin?  1 John 3:4.   Answer:   Sin is the ________ of the _______.

Note:  Sin is breaking God’s law of love, and breaking God’s heart. Those who say that the law is done away with must also say that there is no more sin, because sin is breaking God’s law!  Only a fool would say there is no more sin in the world, or that there is no more law to be obeyed!

2. What was the devil from the “beginning”?  John 8:44.   Answer:   He was a ________ and a ________.

Note:  The law of Yahweh was transgressed by the fallen angel.   Lucifer sinned from the beginning.   Since “sin is the transgression of the law,” we know that Satan is opposed to Yahweh’s righteous laws. He seeks to lead mankind to disobey them!

3.   How does the devil feel about those who KEEP God’s commandments?  Revelation 12:17.

Answer:   He is ________ with them!

Note:  The reverse of this is that the devil is pleased with those who break any one of God’s commandments!   He knows that the obedient will keep themselves from sin and death, and from his deceptions and temptations!

4.   Did the Ten Commandments exist long before the time of Moses when God wrote them on the tables of stone?  Genesis 26:5.

Answer: ________

Note:  The law of Ten Commandments is a transcript of the character of God.   Because of this fact, they can never be abrogated or changed because God does not change!   The law is “holy, and just, and good.”   (Romans 7:12).   And so is the Law Giver who gave them!

5. If we really LOVE Jesus, what will we do?  John 14:15.   Answer:  His ________.
Note:  His commandments are the same as His Father’s commandments. He said, “I and My Father are ONE.”  See John 10:30.

6. What did James say we would be guilty of if we broke any one of God’s commandments?  James 2:10-12.

Answer:  He that breaks ________ is ________ of breaking them ________!

Note:  If we are hanging from a chain of ten links, and one of the links breaks, we will fall.  It doesn’t matter which link it is that breaks!  In the same way, if we break any one of God’s Ten Commandments, we will fall into sin!

7.  What kind of a mind would be against God’s holy laws?  Romans 8:7.   Answer:  The ________ mind.

Note:  It is the “carnal” or “flesh centered” mind that is at odds with the Ten Commandments.  The born-again believer has the “mind of Christ.”   See 1 Corinthians 2:16.  The mind of Christ delighted in keeping His Father’s commandments!   See John 5:15-19.

8.  What did Jesus say those who disobeyed any of the commandments would be called?  Matthew 5:15-19.

Answer: ________ in the kingdom of God.

Note:  The word translated “least” literally means “as nothing” or “non-existent”!   Sinners will not enter the kingdom of God!

9. Under the “New Covenant,” rather than the law being done away with, where is the law written?  Hebrews 10:16.

Answer:  Instead of on tables of stone, they are written in the ________ and ________ of the believer.

10.  In Acts 15:5, what did the Pharisees say was “needful” for the Gentile believers to do?

Answer:  Be ________.

11. What law was circumcision a part of according to the same verse?   Answer:  The law of ________.

Lesson 11: The Good News about Eternal Security

"He that endureth unto the end, the same shall be saved."   Matthew 10:22

The Bible teaches us that salvation in Christ can be obtained in a moment, when one repents and receives Jesus Christ as personal Lord and Savior.   This salvation is based on the merits of a crucified and risen Savior.   However, salvation cannot be maintained apart from Christ.   If we abide in Christ, the True Vine, we are saved.   If we depart from the vine, we will wither and die spiritually and make shipwreck of faith!   Let’s allow the word of God to teach us about this now!

1.  What did Paul say would happen to him if he did not fight the good fight of faith and bring his body into subjection?   1 Corinthians 9:26-27.

Answer:   He might himself become a "________."

Note:  The word translated “castaway” in the Greek literally means “disqualified.”   Paul did not teach a once saved, always saved doctrine!

2.  What did Jesus say would happen to a man’s crown if he did not hold fast to it?   Revelation 3:11.

Answer:   He could have his ________ away from him!

Note:  Why would one have to hold fast to his crown if it was impossible to lose it?   See also Revelation 2:25.

3.  Who did Jesus promise the right to the tree of life, victory over the second death, the right to eat from His hidden manna, power over the nations, and the right to share His own throne? See Revelation 2:7 & 11, 2:17 & 26, 3:21.

Answer:   Only to those who are ________.

Note:  Jesus promised eternal life to those who overcame!   The opposite of this is that those who do not overcome will not receive the eternal blessings the Savior promised!   The Lord will not take anyone kicking and screaming to heaven!   Only those who want to be there will be there!

4.  Who will have eternal security and never more be able to go out?    See Revelation 3:12.

Answer:  The ________.

Note:  Only after Jesus returns and gives these rewards to His people:  after sin is destroyed will there be no more danger of departing from the Lord!  It is then that the overcomers “shall go no more out!”

5.  Who did Jesus say will ultimately be saved?   Matthew 10:22.

Answer:  He that ________ unto the ________ shall be saved.

6.  What did Paul say would happen to those who trample under foot the blood of Christ, and who sin “willfully” AFTER they have received a knowledge of the truth?   See Hebrews 10:26-29.

Answer:   They will be judged and receive “fiery indignation” and ultimately be ________ by the flames!   (The answer is in verse 27).

Note:  Paul is not talking here about unbelievers, but rather, those who were "once sanctified!"   See verse 29.   The only way we can be sanctified is by receiving the Lord Jesus Christ!   See 1 Corinthians 1:2.   The Bible never teaches the doctrine we hear being taught in so many churches today that a person who is “saved” (usually by coming forward for an altar call) can never be lost, and who can now go out and live a sinful life!  Such teaching is a dangerous delusion!

7. Who will receive “eternal salvation”?   See Hebrews 5:9.

Answer:   All those who ________ God!

Note:  Obedience is the response of a truly converted soul!   Those who do not obey God’s commandments will not be saved no matter how many times they respond to altar calls! If a person truly knows God, they will have in their hearts the desire to obey all His commandments!   Jesus will write these laws in the hearts of the truly converted!   See Hebrews 10:16.

8. If a person says they “know” the Lord, and yet they break God’s commandments, what are they?    1 John 2:4.

Answer: ________

9. Will liars enter the kingdom of God?   See Revelation 22:15.
Lesson 12: The Good News about Diet and Health

NO Health-Destroying Habits or Substances!

We believe that our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit and that we are to honor our Creator by taking care of our bodies.   We do this by abstaining from all harmful substances, and from meats which Yahweh has instructed us are unfit to eat.

1.   Does what we eat and drink have anything to do with giving glory to God?   1 Corinthians 10:31.   Answer: ________

2.   What will the Creator, Who has carefully designed our bodies, and Who has given us life and sustains it, do to those who willingly abuse their bodies?   1 Corinthians 3:16-17.

Answer:   He will ________ them.

Note:  Alcohol, tobacco, dangerous drugs, misuse of drugs, the use of caffeine, the neglect of exercise, intemperance in eating and drinking, neglecting sufficient sleep, etc., are all health destroying practices and substances!   Our heavenly Father does not regard such things as trifling matters!

3.  What was the original diet our Creator gave to mankind?  Genesis 1:29.   Answer:   ________ and ________.

Note:  A vegetable (called herb in the Bible) and fruit diet was the original diet that God gave to mankind.   It still is the most healthful diet for man!   A two year study by Doctor Sigurd Normann of the University of Florida found that eating citrus can reverse arteriosclerosis, a leading cause of heart attacks and strokes.  It has been conclusively proven time and time again that vegetarians live longer lives, and are subject to far less incidents of disease.   The Associated Press of December 13, 1990 reported on research concerning meat eating.   This was the opening paragraph of the article:   ‘Meat lovers who eat beef, pork or lamb every day are more than twice as likely to get colon cancer as those who shun red meat...’   The Lord knew what He was doing when He gave man his diet!

4.   After the flood, man was allowed to eat flesh (probably due to the post flood condition of the earth), but did the Lord restrict man from eating certain animals and creatures?  Deuteronomy 14:3-20.

Answer:________

Note:  Many sincere believers do not realize that included in this list of unhealthy and unclean animals and fish are ham, pork chops, lard, sausage, rabbit, catfish, shrimp, clams, oysters, lobsters, crabs, eels, etc.   Those who love the Maker of their body will listen to Him when it comes to diet and health!

5.  What will happen to those who willingly ignore these dietary laws when the Savior returns?  Isaiah 66:15-17.

Answer:   They shall be ________ together.

Note:  This text is referring to a future event, namely, the second coming of Jesus Christ!   Jesus did not do away with the distinction between clean and unclean creatures!   His death on Calvary’s cross did not change mankind’s digestive system!   It is still not good to eat or drink what the Lord said not to eat and drink!   If we willingly ignore God's health laws, we will surely reap what we have sown!

6.  Did the distinctions between the clean and the unclean creatures begin in the time of Moses, or did they exist before the flood, which was many centuries before the Jewish nation came into existence?  Genesis 7:2.

Answer:   These distinctions existed from ________ the _________.

7.   How do we know that these unclean creatures are not "good" for us to eat?  Psalm 84:11.

Answer:   Because no ________ thing will the Lord ________ from those who walk __________.

Note:  Our heavenly Father does not arbitrarily forbid us from eating certain foods for no reason!   Our Creator wants us to prosper and to be in health even as our soul prospers.   3 John 2.    When our Creator instructs us in the matter of diet, we would do well to listen and obey His instructions!

8.  What about overeating?   Does the Lord tell us to avoid gluttony?  Proverbs 23:2,20-21.   Answer:________

9.   Is the Lord offended when we offer Him sickly and lame bodies that we made that way?  Malachi 1:8.   Answer:________

10.   How did Paul say we are to offer our "bodies" to God?  Romans 12:1.

Fill in:    "... present your ________  a________ sacrifice, ________ unto God, which is your ________ service."

Note:  It is a "reasonable" request from God that we take care of the body temple He has given us!

11. What makes our bodies so valuable in God’s estimation?  1 Corinthians 6:19-20.

Answer:   Because we are ________ with a ________.

Note:  The unit of exchange by which we were purchased was not gold. or silver, or precious things.   We were bought by the precious blood of God’s own Son!   If you paid a million dollars for a vase, and some one came along and broke it on purpose, would you not have a right to be angry and upset?   The blood of God’s Son is precious!   All the gold in the earth could not purchase a single drop of it!  It was this blood that purchased us!   Surely our God has the right to ask us to take care of these body temples He has paid such a great price to purchase!

12. What are people who make no distinction between clean and unclean creatures in danger of making themselves become in God’s sight?  Leviticus 20:25.

Answer: ________

Lesson 13: The Good News about Conviction

1.   What three things will the Holy Spirit CONVICT the world of?  John 16:8.

Answer:    ________, ________, and _______.

Note:  God’s Holy Spirit uses CONVICTION to impress the world about what sin is, and about what righteousness is, and about judgment! Without the convicting power of the Holy Spirit, no one can be brought to a decision for the Lord. Conviction is really the voice of God speaking to the conscience!

2.   Under the convicting power of the Holy Spirit, what did the jailor ask Paul and Silas in Acts 16, verse 30?

Answer:   "Sirs, ________ must I ________ to be ________".

Note:  The convicting power of the Holy Spirit caused the jailor to ask how he could be saved. Conviction may manifest itself in many different forms. There may be a demonstration of anger because a person might not want to give up a secret sin!   Tears may be another manifestation of the convicting power of God!   As you do these lessons, God’s Spirit may reveal something to you in His loving way that brings tears to your eyes, be they tears of joy at the realization of God’s truth, or tears of sadness and remorse as you realize how your course may have hurt God and others.   A sense of guilt may also be the work of God’s Holy Spirit convicting you!   Never fight this work of conviction!

Never become angry at the person that may be sharing God’s Word with you, or the preacher preaching it!   If it is in the Word of God, and you resist it, you are fighting God, not the messenger when you reject the convicting power of His Spirit! Rather pray for strength and will to follow God’s way!

3.   What did Peter do when God’s Holy Spirit convicted him? Luke 22:62.

Answer:   He went out and ________.

Note:  Besides weeping, and the other manifestations we have mentioned, there are other indications that the Spirit of God is working on the heart in convicting power.

Having many objections jump into your mind when you’re learning new truth, telling others what you are learning, being nervous or excited or restless and fidgety when new truth is studied may be indications that you are under the convicting power of God!   It is important to understand when God's Spirit is convicting so that you can react appropriately using the Word of God as the test.

You have heard of the saying “Strike while the iron is hot?”   This is especially true when making decisions for the Lord and His truth! If we do not decidedly apply truths we are learning to our hearts, if when God’s Spirit is at work we continually resist, and if we fail to act upon the weight of clear evidence from the Word of God, we may pass on without identifying ourselves with Christ!   The golden opportunity may pass, and we may go farther and farther away from Christ and never take our stand on the Lord’s side!

4.   What Bible character ignored too long the convicting power of God’s Spirit? Judges 16:20-22.

Answer: ________

Note:  Samson knew better.   But he ignored God’s voice too long!   The convictions of God’s Spirit gradually wore away until Samson could no longer feel guilty for violating the revealed will of God!   Each time we fight the convicting power of the Holy Spirit, it makes it harder to be convicted the second time!

5.  What did Paul say happened to the consciences of the people he mentioned in his letter to Timothy? 1 Timothy 4:1-2.

Answer:   Their conscience was ________ as with a ________.

Note:  These men had ignored God’s convicting power so long it was as if their conscience was burned, and the tender fibers of moral wisdom were no longer operating!   How dangerous this is!   Let’s allow the Lord to convict us of sin 
Lesson 14: The Good News about the Seventh Day Sabbath

The Bible teaches the observance of the seventh-day Sabbath (Saturday) in the fourth of the Ten Commandments of promise.  They are the Christian’s standard of righteous living.  The truly converted who love the Lord as their Creator and Redeemer learn delight in observing the Sabbath.  Jesus condemned sin in our nature, to create in us a love obedience to His law including the Sabbath.

1. When was the Sabbath made?  Genesis 2:2-3.   Answer:   On the ________ day of creation week.

2. Who was the Sabbath made for?  Mark 2:27-28.   Answer:  ________

Note:  The Seventh-day Sabbath was made for all mankind, and it is not limited to any one race of people. It was made holy and consecrated by our Creator at the end of creation week.  This was done before sin entered the world through Adam and Eve’s fall. The Sabbath was made holy by God many centuries before Abraham (from whom the ‘Jews’ came) existed.  So those who teach that the seventh-day Sabbath was intended for the Jews only, simply do not understand the Scriptures or the intent of God!   The Sabbath was ‘made for MAN’.  God is not the Creator of the Jewish race only, but of all mankind!  The Sabbath is the sign that He is the Creator of all.

3. According to John 1:1-3, who was it that MADE all things?   Answer:________

Note:  The Sabbath is a memorial of both creation and redemption.  Since we read in Mark 2:27-28 that the ‘Sabbath was MADE for man,’ and the verse we just read says that the ‘Word’ (Jesus) made all things, we can safely conclude that JESUS MADE THE SABBATH!

4.  Why is God worthy of our worship?  Revelation 4:11.   Answer:   Because He ________ all ________.

Note:  The Sabbath is the memorial of His creative work.

5.  Revelation 14:7 records a message that is to go to all the world in the last days of earth’s history.  Who are we commanded to worship in this text?

Answer:  Worship Him that ________ heaven and earth.

Note:  Some teach that Jesus’ death on Calvary's cross abolished the reason for the seventh-day Sabbath observance.  But Calvary did not change the fact that in ‘six days the LORD (Yahweh in Hebrew) made the heavens and the earth’!  Even in the book of Revelation we are told to worship Him that created all things.  The language found in Revelation 14:7 is very similar to the language found in Exodus 20:11, the fourth commandment!  We are still to worship the Creator and the Sabbath is the sign that He IS the CREATOR.

6.  Why did the Lord make the Sabbath?  Exodus 20:8-11.

Fill in:   (Verse 11):   "For in ________ days, the Lord ________ heaven and earth, the ________ and all that in them is."

Note:  It is impossible to worship the God of heaven as Creator if we willingly fail to observe the seventh-day Sabbath!  The reason for this is because the Sabbath was given to mankind so that they would remember their Creator.  Claiming to worship the Creator and yet breaking the seventh-day Sabbath command would be like saying you love America while trampling on the American flag!  The Sabbath is God’s memorial of creation!  Some people call Sunday, the first day of the week, the ‘sabbath,’ but Sunday is never referred to as the Sabbath in the Bible!  The only day God blessed and gave as a memorial of His creative and saving work is the seventh-day Sabbath, the day we call Saturday!

7.  in the ‘New Earth’ that will be created after this present earth is destroyed, what day will everyone worship on?  Isaiah 66:22-23.

Answer:   The ________ day.

Note:  If we will be keeping it forever in the new earth, does it not stand to reason that it has not been abolished now?

8.  Jesus went to worship services on what day?  Luke 4:16.   Answer:  On the ________ day.

9.  Did the early Christians living after Jesus’ death and resurrection observe the Sabbath?  Acts 16:13.

Answer: ________

10.  In Acts 13:42-45, after the Jews had left the synagogue, the Gentiles wanted to hear Paul preach some more.When did Paul tell them to come back for more preaching and worship services?

Answer:  The ________ day.

Note:  According to these verses, the Jews had ‘gone out of the synagogue.’ (KJV)   They left.  If Paul was a Sunday keeper as some say, it would have been the perfect opportunity for Paul to invite these Gentiles who were pleading with him to preach some more, to come back the next day for Sunday service!  But he didn’t tell them that, because Paul held no Sunday services!  It says that the NEXT SABBATH DAY the whole town came back for preaching and worship services!  There is not a single verse of Scripture that 
Lesson 15: The Good News about Keeping the Sabbath Holy

Make Time for Jesus!

We believe that obeying the fourth commandment regarding the seventh-day Sabbath means more than just going to church on that day.   True Sabbath keeping is an experience with the Lord and His holiness.   The Word of God gives us some guidelines concerning Sabbath observance.

1.  What are we commanded to refrain from on the Sabbath day?  Exodus 20:8-11.   Answer:  _______

Note:  The Lord forbids us to do any work during the holy hours of the Sabbath.   This refers to ordinary work to earn wages.   Under no circumstances are we to take a job or position that causes us to work during the hours of the Sabbath.  To do so would cause us to be transgressors of God’s law!   As far as possible, the command also tells us to make sure that our children and guests who live with us observe the Sabbath.  We should never hire anyone to work for us on the Sabbath day, for those whom we hire are acting as our "manservants" or "maidservants."   For this reason, we ought not to go to service stations, restaurants or like places on the Sabbath unless it is an absolute emergency.

2.  Who did our heavenly Father say would be the ones He will bring to His “holy mountain”?  Isaiah 56:6-7.

Answer:  Those who do not ________ His ________, and take hold of His ________.

3. What three things does the Lord NOT want us to do on the Sabbath day?  Isaiah 58:13-14.

Answer:  "NOT doing our own ________ and NOT finding our own ________ and NOT speaking our own ________."

Note:  The Sabbath is special time to be with our heavenly Father, His Son our Savior, and to enjoy sweet communion with Them through the Holy Spirit.  The Sabbath hours are not a time for us to do what we want, or to seek our own pleasures, or talk about things that are not conducive to the sprit of the Sabbath.  From sundown on Friday until sundown on Saturday night we are to make sure that we keep the holy appointment with our God!

4.  What does the Lord want us to call His holy Sabbath?  Isaiah 58:13.   Answer:   A  ________.

Note:  If we truly know the Lord as our Savior and Redeemer, we will never look upon the holy hours of the Sabbath as a hindrance to our lifestyle!   We will not anxiously wait for it to be over. Rather, we will call it a "delight" and honor Yahweh our Father by joyfully keeping His Sabbath holy!

5.  What does the Bible call Friday, the day before the Sabbath?  Luke 23:54.   Answer:  The ________ day.

Note:  Friday is the day we are to prepare for the Sabbath.  We are to make sure that the car is filled with gas, the clothes are cleaned and pressed, the housework is done, the toys are put away, the shoes are polished, the dishes are done, etc.  The careful believer will never be caught by surprise when the Sabbath arrives on Friday night!  Rather, he and his family will be ready to welcome it with worship and song!

6.  What did Yahweh say ought to be done on Friday regarding our food preparation?  Exodus 16:23.

Answer:  Our ________ and ________ should be done before Sabbath.

Note:  The word ‘seethe’ means "to cook by boiling." We are to make sure that the Sabbath dinner is prepared and ready to be heated up if necessary on the Sabbath.  The holy hours of the Sabbath are not a time to do baking and cooking from scratch.  Wives as well as their husbands are to have rest on the Sabbath day!

7.  Besides resting from work on the Sabbath day, what does the fourth commandment also tell us we are to do on the other six days?  Exodus 20:9.

Fill in:  "Six days shalt thou ________".

Note:  The Sabbath commandment also tells us that we are to “labor” the other six days of the week!  Our heavenly Father does not want us to live the life of a sluggard!  We are not only to work for our family, but also to work for Him witnessing and doing His work!

8.  When the people of Israel were buying and selling on the Sabbath day, what did Nehemiah say they were doing to the Sabbath?  Nehemiah 13:15-18.

Answer:  ________ it.

Note:  The Sabbath day is to be kept holy.  It is not a time for buying and selling.  It is not a time to be shopping or being engaged in sales.  "Keep it holy" is what Yahweh’s Word says!

9. What did Paul and Silas do on the Sabbath day?  Acts 16:13.
Lesson 16: The Good News about the Investigative Judgment

The Hour of His Judgment is Come!

1.  What special role is Jesus now fulfilling in heaven for us?  Hebrews 8:1-2.   Answer:  He is acting as our ________.

2.  On the ‘Day of Atonement’ in Ancient Israel, what was the high priest to do to the earthly sanctuary with the blood of the sacrificial offering?  Leviticus 16:18-20.

Fill In:  (Verse 19): "And he shall ________ of the ________ upon it (the altar) with his finger seven times, and ________ it, and hallow it from the ________ of the children of Israel."

Note:  The sanctuary and its altar needed "cleansing" because in it there was the "uncleanness of the children of Israel."  The people of Israel were forgiven of their sins each time they brought an animal to be sacrificed.

3.  Did Jeremiah understand that a record of sins was symbolically recorded in the sanctuary?  Jeremiah 17:1.

Answer: ________

4.  Did the writer of Hebrews clearly say that the heavenly sanctuary needed to be ‘purified’ or ‘cleansed’?  Hebrews 9:19-23.

Answer:________

5.  On the ancient Day of Atonement, the high priest offered ‘bulls and goats’ for the forgiveness of sins and the cleansing of the sanctuary.  In the heavenly Day of Atonement that is going on right now, what does Jesus offer instead of the blood of bulls and goats?  Hebrews 9:12.

Answer:  His own ________.

6.  When did Daniel say that the cleansing of the sanctuary would begin?  Daniel 8:14.   

Answer:  At the end of the ________ days.

Note:  In Bible prophecy a day equals a year.   See Ezekiel 4:6.   The cleansing of the sanctuary from the record of all the sins of the people was to take place 2300 days or years after a certain event took place.

7.  According to Daniel 9:27, how long would the Messiah's public ministry last?

Fill in:   "And He shall confirm the covenant with many for ________."

Note:  A week in prophetic time would be seven years.  Jesus began His public ministry in 27 AD.

8.  What would happen in the ‘midst’ or the middle of this prophetic week?  same verse.

Fill in:   ".... and in the midst of the week He shall cause the ________ and oblation to ________ ...".

Note:  The middle of this seven year period which began in 27 A.D. would bring us to the year 31 AD.  It was then that Jesus was crucified for us!  All the Old Testament sacrifices pointed forward to Him.  When He died on the cross, the temple curtain that hid the Most Holy Place from view was ripped from top to bottom by an unseen hand.  This signified that the end of the ceremonial system with its ceremonial laws had come!  In other words, ‘sacrifices and oblations ceased’!  See Matthew 27:51.

9.  According to Daniel 9:24, how many weeks would be ‘determined’ for the Jewish people?

Answer: ________ weeks.

Note:  The word translated ‘determined’ in this verse is the Hebrew word chathak and it literally means to ‘cut off’ or ‘decree.’   Thus the 70 weeks or 490 years was to be cut off from a longer period of time.  The only period of time under consideration from which such a long period could be cut off would be the 2300 days or years mentioned in Daniel 8:14!   

10.  What two significant events took place at that time?  Acts 7:59-8:1.

Answer: ________ was stoned to death, and the believers were ________.

Note:  In 34 AD., the 490 years allotted to the Jews had run out!  They had sealed their rejection of the Messiah and they stoned His faithful servant Stephen!  The believers were scattered among the Gentiles to begin witnessing to them!  Not long after that, Saul, who had held the coats of those who stoned Stephen, was converted on the road to Damascus, and he became the great apostle Paul who was the champion of the gospel to the Gentiles!   See Acts 9:15.  So, if we add 1810 years to 34 A.D. (490 from 2300 is 1810), we get to the year 1844.  According to the sure and holy Word of God, it was then that the ‘sanctuary’ was to be cleansed!   Many today focus on what Jesus did on the cross in 31 A.D. to save us from sin.  And indeed, without the cross of Calvary, we would have no salvation!  But Jesus’ ministry for us did not end on the cross!  He as our ‘High Priest’ must also apply the merits of His atonement for us in the heavenly sanctuary!  This part of Jesus’ ministry is practically ignored by many in the Christian world today!  But the book of Revelation tells us that a message will go forth in the last days which informs the world that ‘the hour of His judgment is come.’   See Revelation 14:7.   The subject of the sanctuary and the 2300 days of Daniel's prophesies demands careful study by all those who seek to know the final work in the great plan of salvation.  The high priestly ministry of Jesus is just as essential for our salvation as was His death on Calvary’s cross for us!

11.  Besides cleansing the sanctuary, what else was being cleansed on the Day of Atonement?  Leviticus 16:30.

Answer:  The ________ were also cleansed.

12.  What were the people commanded to do on the Day of Atonement?  Leviticus 16:29.

Fill in:   "Ye shall ________ your _________ and do no ________ at all."

Note:  The people of God living today are to take seriously the work that is presently going on in the heavenly sanctuary where our High Priest is ministering in our behalf!  Since 1844, the heavenly Day of Atonement, or as it may well be called the "Investigative Judgment" has been gong on.  The heavenly sanctuary is being cleansed from the record of sins and the people of God also are being cleansed from their sins by the ministry of our High Priest Jesus Christ!  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus is applying the merits of the atonement on behalf of all those who repent and claim Him as Savior!

13.  How do we know that there is a record of sins kept in heaven?  Daniel 7:9-10 and Revelation 20:12.

Answer:  Because the Bible speaks about ________ being ________ in the judgment!

Note:  The heavenly books record every sin committed.  Those that are repented of are covered by the blood of Christ and will be blotted out forever when the investigative phase of the judgment is over.   See Acts 3:19.   Even though the people of God are forgiven of their sins, they must remain faithful to the Lord until the end in order to be saved.   See Matthew 10:22.  The Investigative Judgment or heavenly Day of Atonement going on right now will determine who has truly been born again and has “afflicted their souls” in repentance of their sins.   When the work of Jesus our High Priest is finished, He will change His priestly garments and put on His royal robes to come as King of Kings and Lord of Lords!
Lesson 17: The Good News about Morality

Although the subject of sex and immorality is a hard subject to discuss and causes some to be embarrassed and uncomfortable,   it is a subject that needs to be included in any series of modern Bible studies because of the perversions of the age.  With such an unhealthy emphasis on unbridled sex and loose morals in many of the movies, videos, television programs, advertising, and music of today, is it any wonder that we are seeing an unprecedented increase in AIDS, teenage pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases, suicide, and general immorality?  In the modern order of things, the god of this world seeks to make it appear that morality and virginity are ‘uncool’ or ‘abnormal’!   The modern media make it seem as if "everybody" is involved in fornication, casual sex, and adultery.   But in actuality, the polls indicate that the majority of even unbelievers are not involved in immoral sex!

The Lord who created man ordained the act of intercourse between a man and a woman as the highest expression of sexual love between a husband and wife.  This beautiful act is a coming together of husband and wife to enjoy intimacy and also a sacred act in the process of procreation.  In these last days of earth's history that we live in, the sex act for many has been perverted to merely an act conducted for the pleasure and lust of it while the true God ordained purpose of this act is nearly obliterated by the excesses of the day!   Sex without moral guidelines is glorified in nearly all quarters of modern secular society.

1.  In ancient times, what object did the sun worshippers set up which Yahweh said he ‘hated’?  Ezekiel 8:5.

Answer:  It was called an ________ of ________.

Note:  This image was a phallic figure.  In other words, it was a representation of the male sex organ!  Ancient worship was a very immoral and sexually oriented religion.  It is interesting that many of the movie actors, actresses, rock stars and entertainers are heavily involved in the "New Age Movement" which is just reincarnated sun-worship!  Is it any wonder then that the movies, music, and media are so filled with a preoccupation with illicit sex?  Some rock groups even have miniature phallic images on the stage when they perform!

2.  Who did Balaam in ancient times use to entice the people to commit fornication and separate themselves from God?  Numbers 31:15-17.

Answer:  the ________.

Note:  Balaam used sex to sell the idea of disobedience to Yahweh!   Ellen White, commenting on this verse wrote the following in Spiritual Gifts, Volume IV, page 49:   "Balaam knew that the prosperity of Israel depended on their observance of the law of God, and that there was no way to bring a curse upon them but by seducing them to transgress ... He decided to secure to himself Balak's reward, and the promotion he desired, by advising the Moabites what course to pursue to bring the curse upon Israel.  He counseled Balak to proclaim an idolatrous feast in honor of their idol gods, and he would persuade the Israelites to attend, that they might be delighted with the MUSIC, and then the most beautiful Midianitish women should entice the Israelites to transgress the law of God ... This satanic counsel succeeded TOO WELL ... Many of the Israelites were persuaded by Balaam, because they regarded him as a prophet of God, to join him ... and engage with him in ... fornication."

Sexual enticement to break God’s law is Satan's plan, and it works ‘too well’!   He is still using this highly effective plan today.   He is still enticing men and women of all ages to commit sexual immorality through pornography, sexually explicit music videos, films, and literature!  Modern day Balaams are still leading others to view the modern day, half naked dancing Midianite women gyrating to music at concerts and on music videos seen on television!  Today, fornication and adultery are looked upon by many as sins that God winks at, but that is far from the case!  Even so, there are many who are looking for true fulfillment and realize that happiness does not lie in the lifestyle glorified so often today, but rather in a solid home and family life guided by God’s principles!

3.  What does the Lord say about Himself in Malachi 3:6?   Answer:  I am the Lord, I ________ not.

Note:  What was sin to the Lord 100 years ago is sin to Him today!  His principles and holy character do not change!  His law does not change with the morals of a wicked and perverse society!  The wages of sin is still death!  The Bible uses the word "fornication" when speaking about sexual immorality.  By definition the word means ‘sexual intercourse between a man and woman NOT MARRIED to each other.’  It is illicit sexual intercourse outside of marriage.  For those who cheat on their spouses, adultery and fornication are one and the same, and they will receive the same judgment!  Sexual immorality is a serious sin in God's sight because it attacks the family, which is the very core of a happy life for His children.  So serious is the sin of immorality in God’s sight that those who practice it will be excluded from heaven and eternal life!  Read 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 now.  The Bible plainly teaches that all who will not repent of the sin of fornication, and who continue in it will be OUTSIDE the city of God!  The "everybody’s doing it" excuse holds no weight with God!  It is amazing that few people will consider driving a car without a license or permit because they know they will be in trouble with the law as set forth by man, yet  many of these same people do not fear to have sex with others without the marriage license! They have no fear of breaking God’s holy law!  How foolish such reasoning is!

4.  What should we NOT follow a multitude to do?  Exodus 23:2.   Answer: ________

5.  What does the Lord say we should do regarding fornication?  1 Corinthians 6:18.   Answer: ________  from it.

Note:  Flee fornication.  Do not stop for one moment to reason.  Do not stop to argue the case with your weak conscience.  Turn away from the first step of transgression!
Lesson 18: The Good News about our Time and Money

We believe in church organization and it is our purpose to support the Lord’s church with our tithes and offerings, and by our personal effort and influence.

1.  What did our heavenly Father give us that shows His tremendous love and generosity towards us?  Romans 8:32.

Answer:  His own ________.

Note:  If He gave us His Son will He hold back anything from us?

2.  What kind of giver does the Lord “love”?  2 Corinthians 9:6-7.   Answer:  A ________ giver.

Note:  Our heavenly Father does not want anything from someone who complains and gripes that he or she has to give money to His church!  Such a spirit hurts the One who freely gives us all things and did not even spare His own Son to save us!

3.  What rightfully belongs to the God of heaven?  Psalm 24:1.   Answer:  ________

Note:  Not a single thing we own is the result of our own doings.   It is because the Lord has been good to us that we have what we do have.  The true owner of all is God who made every atom that exists in the universe!

4. What do we need to remember when it comes to making money?  Deuteronomy 8:18.

Answer:   It is our heavenly Father who gives us the ________ to go out and make ________!

Note:  Some people deceive themselves into thinking that it is their wisdom that makes them financially successful, or allows them to get a good paying job.  How foolish it is to forget who it is that is blessing them!

5. When we receive money, when should we give the Lord His portion?  Proverbs 3:9-10.

Answer:  We are to give to the Lord the ________ of all our increase.

Note:  In other words, we are to think of Him and His cause before ours! He is to get the “firstfruits”!  Before we do anything else with our money we should make sure that we have taken out what belongs to God and given it to Him!  When we put the Lord FIRST we will be blessed in all that we put our hands to.

6.  What is a “tithe”?  Leviticus 27:32.   Answer:  A tithe is ________.

Note:  One dollar out of every ten we receive belongs to the Lord.  One tenth of whatever our increase is belongs to Yahweh.  It is not ours, it is His!  When we receive our paychecks, we are to take one tenth of the GROSS amount earned.  We do not pay tithes on the net amount (your take home pay), because we are paying taxes, retirement, health plan, etc., and the Lord should not be billed for that!  If we own a business, then we pay tithes on our profits after expenses.

7.  What is the tithes to be used for?  Numbers 18:21.   Answer:  To support those who ________ for the ________.

Note:  The children of Levi were the Lord’s priests who ministered to the people in the wilderness.  They were supported by the tithe funds that the people gave.  Today, the church still uses the tithe to pay the living expenses of those who minister and serve God’s church.  They that preach the gospel are to live by the tithes of the people they minister to.  This is the Lord’s plan of systematic benevolence.  This divine plan is more than adequate to finance the Lord’s work on the earth and for this reason there is no need for the church to hold “bingo” games, “bazaars” and “Las Vegas” nights to raise money as some churches that do not follow God’s plan have to do!

8.  Those who minister the gospel ought to be able to do what?  1 Corinthians 9:13-14.

Answer:  They ought to be able to earn a decent ________ from the gospel work.

Note:  We should never begrudge money spent for salaries of those who work for the Lord.  The church is careful to make sure that no exorbitant salaries are paid.  The Seventh-day Adventist Church pastor makes the same salary in a church of 50 members as the pastor in a church with 5000 members.  This removes the desire to get larger churches just because of the salary.  It also eliminates the problem we are seeing in some other denominations, where pastors who keep and control all the money have become tempted by this kind of money and control and have fallen into sin as a result!

9.  How does God view those who do not return the tithe to Him and who keep back their offerings from His cause?  Malachi 3:8-9.

Answer:  He calls them ________.

Note:  He also says that they were “robbing” Him in OFFERINGS as well as the tithe!  The tithes go to support workers in the Lord’s cause.  None of the tithes are used to pay the local expenses of the church.  This must come from the freewill offerings of each member.  Many people pay tithes but they forget that they are also guilty of robbing God if they do not give any offerings to the local church!

10.  What great rewards does the Lord promise to those who are faithful in returning the WHOLE tithe to Him?  Malachi 3:10-11.
Lesson 19: The Good News about Church

We believe that those who truly love Jesus and are preparing themselves for His soon return will love to assemble with their brethren in the church.  They will enjoy worshiping Yahweh, and His Son -- their Savior, and the Holy Spirit.  The time spent worshiping and hearing the preached word will be eagerly anticipated and joyfully spent!

1.  On the Sabbath day in ancient Israel, what were all the believers instructed to hold?  Leviticus 23:3.

Answer:   A holy ________.

Note:  The word “convocation” is translated from the Hebrew word miqua which means an assembly or "public meeting."   This was Yahweh’s command to His people.  This was one of the main ways they kept the Sabbath holy!  We cannot truly obey the command to "remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy" if we fail to obey the Lord's instructions regarding public worship on His holy Sabbath day!  His desire is that we meet together in worship.

2.  Does the New Testament give us similar instructions regarding meeting together for worship and fellowship?  Hebrews 10:25.

Answer:________

Note:  Paul said that we are "NOT TO FORSAKE" the gathering of ourselves together. He said that we are especially NOT to do this as we "SEE THE DAY APPROACHING." That day is fast approaching, and we need the blessing that comes from group study and discussion of the Bible, and from hearing the Word preached.

3.  How does faith come?  Romans 10:17.

Answer:  Faith cometh by ________.

Note:  God designed that something special happens in His church when His Word is preached!  Hearing the word preached gives us faith! If we neglect this heaven-ordained method of increasing our faith, we will suffer loss of spirituality!

4.  Was it Jesus’ custom to meet with His people every Sabbath? Luke 4:16.

Answer: ________

Note:  The Greek word translated "church" in the New Testament is the word ekklesia and means "those called out" or a "religious congregation."

5.  Were the disciples alone or with a group when they received the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost?  Acts 2:1-4.

Answer:  They were in a ________ in ________ place.

Note:  The disciples were instructed to wait together, and to pray TOGETHER to receive the Holy spirit.   See Acts 1:4.  This was Jesus’ command to them.  We miss out on so much when we stay away from church!  It is essential that we make church attendance a priority in our lives!

6. What about those who allow their family members to keep them away from church?  Matthew 10:37.

Answer:  Jesus said that they are not _________ of Him!

Note:  Jesus instructed all believers to meet together with the brethren in church.  If a member of our family tells us that he or she does not want us to go to church, we must choose whom we should obey:  Jesus or that person!  No one has the right to force or coerce another to NOT worship God in the way that He said! Love means respecting another's feelings and beliefs.  Sometimes church attendance in a divided home requires us to bear a ‘cross’ by standing up for Jesus and His church, yet it must be done!  See Matthew 10:35-39. Also, a spouse will never be converted as long as he or she sees that your faith is not even important enough for you to take a stand on!  It is for this reason that many spouses and family members are never won to the Lord!

Lesson 20: The Good News about Heaven

1.  What did the Lord say about what He has prepared for those who love Him?  Corinthians 2:9.

Fill in:  “But as it is written, ________ hath not ________, nor ________ heard, neither have entered into the ________ of man, the ________ which God hath ________ for them that ________ Him.”

Note:  Even by stretching our imaginations to the utmost, we would be hard pressed to imagine the great things our loving heavenly Father has in store for those who love Him!

2.  After Jesus returns, and this old earth is left in ruins and finally destroyed after the Millennium, what will the Lord create? Revelation 21:1.

Answer:  A new ________ and a new ________.

Note:  In this verse the Lord also tells us that the new earth will not have huge oceans which separate people and take up vast areas of space.

3.  Who will dwell on the new earth with mankind?  Revelation 21:3.   Answer:________

Note:  Perhaps the “new heavens” will have the new earth as the center of the universe!  God’s throne and the throne of His Son -- the Lamb -- will be on the new earth!   See Revelation 22:3.

4.  What five things will not exist in the new earth?  Revelation 21:4.

Answer:   No more ________, ________, ________, ________, and ________.

5.  How many foundations will the New Jerusalem sit on? Revelation 21:14.   Answer:________

Note:  According to verses 19 & 20, these 12 foundations are made of different colored precious stones that glisten with the brilliance of jewels!  The New Jerusalem, which will be the capital of the new earth, will appear to be sitting on a rainbow!  Praise God!

6.  How large and how high will this city be?  Revelation 21:15-16.   Answer:  ________ furlongs.

Note:  This is 1500 square miles!  This great city would cover the area of several states and it towers into the new heavens!  No doubt it will be a glorious sight!

7.  What are the twelve gates of the city made of?   Revelation 21:21.   Answer:  ________

8.  Will there be any night in the New Jerusalem?   Revelation 21:23-25 & 22:5.   Answer:  ________

9.  What special tree will be in the middle of downtown New Jerusalem?   Revelation 22:1-2.

Answer:  The ________ of ________.

Note:  This tree that was in the Garden of Eden before sin entered the world will be restored again!  All that was lost through sin will be restored and more besides!  God’s great plan for mankind will now be able to come to full fruition!

10.  What will be the most glorious sight we will see in the New Jerusalem?   Revelation 22:4.

Answer:  The ________ of ________.

Note:  Face to face with Christ our Savior -- face to face, what will it be?  When in rapture we behold Him Jesus Christ who died for us!  Praise His name!

11.  In heaven and on the new earth, our bodies will be changed and made like ________ body.   Philippians 3:20-21.
Lesson 21: The Good News about Entertainment

Can Jesus bless what you watch, read, or listen to?

  Would He approve?

1.  What did Jesus say in Matthew 5:29?

Fill in:  "If thy right ________ offend thee, ________ it ________, and ________ it from thee; for it is ________ for thee that one of thy members should ________, and not that thy whole ________ should be ________ into ________."

Note:  The Savior recognized that what we see with our eyes can cause us to end up in the Lake of Fire!  This same principle applies to television, movies, magazines and the like!   If we lack the power to properly control what we see or hear, then it would be far better for us to get rid of our TV or VCR rather than allow them to cause us to sin!

2.  2 Corinthians 3:18 tells us that by ________ we were ________ into the same ________ as what we behold!

Note:  This principle works on the negative side as well.  Films & videos graphically portraying the sins and crimes of humanity that the multitudes are beholding contributes greatly to the breakdown of morality, and to the increasing lawlessness we see exhibited everywhere!  A constant diet of violence, immorality, blasphemy, and debauchery does not a good person make!

3.  What did Peter tell us to "abstain" from?  2 Peter 2:11.

Answer:   "________ that ________ against the  ________."

4.   What six things are we to look for when choosing our entertainment?   Philippians 4:8.

Answer:  Things that are ________, ________, ________, ________, ________ and of ________.

Note:  Here is the Christian’s guideline for choosing all entertainment, music included!   If the movie, video, TV program, CD, tape, book or magazine is not pure, lovely, honest, true, just and good, then it is not safe for a believer to see, read, or listen to it!   The thoughts, sights, and sounds that we take in become part of us, not to be easily forgotten!   And it is these thoughts, sights, words, and sounds that create feelings and impressions that make up our character!  Proverbs 23:7 states:  "As he (a man) thinketh in his heart, so he is."

5.  What does the Lord’s word tell us to “follow” after?   3 John 11.

Fill in:  “Follow ________ that which is ________, but rather, that which is ________."

Note:  This advice is plain enough isn’t it?  In Testimonies for the Church, Volume 6, on page 653, we find this excellent counsel:   
“Among the most dangerous resorts for pleasure is the theater ... it is the very hotbed of immorality.  Vicious habits and sinful propensities are strengthened and confirmed by these entertainments.  Low songs, lewd gestures, expressions, and attitudes, deprave the imagination and debase the morals.  Every youth who habitually attends such exhibitions will be (no maybes about it!) corrupted in principle.  There is no influence in our land more powerful to destroy religious impressions, and to blunt the relish for the tranquil pleasures and sober realities of life than theatrical amusements.  The love for these scenes increases with every indulgence, as the desire for intoxicating drink strengthens with its use.  The ONLY safe course is to SHUN the theater ... and every other questionable place of amusement.”

The above statement from the pen of Ellen G. White, a well-respected Christian writer, is amazingly perceptive in explaining the effects of worldly entertainment!  Written long ago about the theatre, it would certainly apply to television and VCRs today!  This kind of entertainment is indeed habit forming and DOES destroy religious impressions!

6.  What did Peter tell us to be “holy” in?   1 Peter 1:15.   Answer:  in all ________ of ________.

7.  How does our heavenly Father view a “scorner”?   Proverbs 24:9.   Answer:  As an ________.

Note:  Almost every situation comedy on television makes the scorner out to be one to be admired!  The witty, wisecracking, insulting scorner becomes the one emulated by the deceived onlookers. Using "canned laughter" sound tracks, the producers tell you when to laugh, and usually it is just after one of the characters has insulted or put down another, or said something perverse, or irreverent.  These are not the kind of things that God’s people, who are preparing for Jesus’ return, ought to be laughing at!

8.  In Psalm 1:1, what seat are we told NOT to sit In?   Answer:  The seat of the ________.

Note:  Watching television programs that get their laughs at others’ expense, and which scorn virtue, are not the kind of programs that Seventh-day Adventist Christians, or any Christians, ought to be watching!  Remember the beholding principle!  By beholding these things, you become like them!  Please take note of the following statements from the pen of Ellen G. White:   "The frequenters of the theatre and the ballroom (bar, disco, dance club, etc.) put eternity out of their reckoning.” -- Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 6 p. 407.
Lesson 22: The Good News about the End of Death

Death shall be swallowed up in VICTORY!

1.  What did Jesus compare death to?  John 11:11-14.   Answer: ________

Note:  Jesus did not say Lazarus was in heaven, He said that he “sleepeth” in death!  It would have been cruel for Jesus to call His friend Lazarus from the joys of heaven back to this earth.  But Jesus didn’t call Lazarus from heaven.  He called him from his tomb where he lay in the sleep of death!  See John 11:39-44.

2.  How much are the dead aware of?   Are they conscious somewhere in another realm of existence?  Ecclesiastes 9:5-6.

Fill in:  "The dead ________ not ________."

Note:  Doesn’t it give you peace to know that a family member or loved one is sleeping till Jesus comes and does not see all the terrible things going on in this world?

3. Who was the first one to teach man that he has unconditional immortality, and that he cannot die?  Genesis 3:2-4.

Answer: ________

Note:  It was the devil who first said “ye shall not surely die”!   This idea that man has an immortal soul that lives on after his death is of pagan origin.  Satan’s original lie forms the basis of modern spiritualism and “New Age Movement.”   The teachings of Hinduism, Buddhism, reincarnation, séances, channeling, etc. all are just other ways of repeating Satan’s lie that “ye shall not surely die”!   But God’s Word says that the wages of sin is “death”!

4.  Who alone has immortality at the present time?  1 Timothy 6:14-16.   Answer:________

5.  When will men and women receive immortality?  1 Corinthians 15:22-23.

Fill in:  "For as in ________ all ________, even so in ________ shall all be made ________.  But every man in his own order; Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s ________."   See also verses 53-55.

Note:  When Jesus returns in power and great glory, then shall come to pass the saying that death is swallowed up in victory!  Immortality will be given to the righteous at that time and not before!

6.  Can a “soul” die?  Ezekiel 18:4.   Answer:  ________

Note:  The word soul in the Bible simply means person or being.  It is used today in the same way.  For example, someone might say that ten souls perished in a plane crash.  What does this mean? Does it mean that ten invisible, immortal essences died, or that ten people died?  When God breathed into Adam the “breath of life,” the Bible says that Adam became a “living soul.” Genesis 2:7.   Newer translations render this verse “living person.” Nowhere in the Bible does it say that a soul is immortal!

7.  Is the word "soul" ever applied to other living creatures besides man?  Revelation 16:3.

Answer:________

Note:  If the word “soul” always refers to immortality, then that would mean the fish in the ocean are immortal!

8.  After Adam and Eve sinned, the Lord stopped them from eating of the “tree of life.”  Why did He do this?  Genesis 3:22-24.

Answer:  Lest they should eat and ________.

Note:  Adam and Eve needed to eat from the “tree of life” in order to “live forever.”  Their immortality was conditional and based on their obedience to God’s commandment!  They were not inherently immortal.  They had the possibility of immortality IF they passed the test of love and loyalty to their Creator.  In the earth made new, the tree of life will be restored to those who have proved loyal to God!  See Revelation 22:1-2 and 14.

9.  Are the dead now praising God in heaven?  Psalm 115:17.   Answer: ________

10.  When did Jesus say that He would raise up the dead who sleep in Him?  John 6:40 and 44.

Answer:  At the ________.

11.  What will the wicked unbelievers finally be turned into?  Malachi 4:1-3.   Answer:________

12.  What about the word hell in the King James Version of the Bible.  Doesn’t it mean that the wicked will be tortured in flames forever, suffering unimaginable pain and anguish?

Answer:  No! The word translated hell in the King James Version of the Bible is the Greek word hades, and merely means “the grave” or the “abode of the dead.”   In Revelation 20:14 it states that death and hell (hades) will be cast into the lake of fire.  In other words, death and the grave will be destroyed forever.  How could hell be thrown into the lake of fire if it already were burning?

Lesson 23: The Good News about How Christians Dress

Jesus Does Care About the Way We Dress!

1.  What does Scripture say we as Christians are?  2 Corinthians 5:20.

Answer:  We are ________ for _________.

Note:  An ambassador is a representative.  If we represent Christ, people should be able to see Christ in us and in our dress and deportment.  We believe that those who have made Jesus their Lord and Savior will dress in a manner befitting their profession and which is in agreement with the holy Scriptures.

2.  What does the Bible say about Jesus’ physical appearance while He lived on earth?  Isaiah 53:2.

Answer:   "... He hath no ________ or ________."

Note:  The concordance tells us that "comeliness" means ornamentation or splendor.   This means that Jesus did not wear expensive clothing or jewelry.  If we are representing the meek and lowly Savior, as His ambassadors, we will wear simple but tasteful clothing too!

3.  Is the Lord interested in how clean we keep ourselves and our clothing?  Exodus 19:10.

Answer: ________

4.  When the Lord was about to come close to the children of Israel, what did He tell them to take off their bodies?  Exodus 33:5-6.

Answer:  Their ________.

Note:  It is true that the primary reason the Lord wanted them to take their ornaments off was because they were supposed to be in mourning for Israel’s spiritual declension. But God’s command also reminds us that these people had been in Egypt for many years and had picked up pagan customs and dress from the Egyptians.   In verse 6, where it reads “by the Mount Horeb” in the King James Version, it literally means “from Mount Horeb ONWARD.”  In fact, this is how the Amplified Bible translates verse 6:   “And the Israelites left off ALL their ornaments, from Mount Horeb ONWARD.”  This is clear Biblical proof that the people understood that the wearing of ornaments (jewelry) was displeasing to the Lord.  Therefore, from that day forward they discontinued this practice they had picked up in Egypt.  The Bible teaches that self denial in dress is a part of the Christian's duty.  To dress plainly, abstaining from a display of jewelry and ornaments, is in harmony with the principles outlined in the word of God.

5.  What is the only kind of ornament that is pleasing to God?  1 Peter 3:1-4.

Answer:  The ornament of a ________ and ________ spirit.

6.  What is one of the first things the women of Israel did when they departed from God?  Hosea 2:13.

Answer:  They ________ themselves with ________ and ________, and in doing so, they ________ God.

Note:  Often one of the first signs that a person is having spiritual problems is a change in the way they dress.  The Lord loves beauty and it was He who created beautiful things.  In fact, when Jesus returns we will receive from Him a “crown of glory that fadeth not away.”   See 1 Peter 5:4.   Lucifer, before his fall and rebellion against God, was adorned with a jeweled covering that the Lord gave him.  But now, because of sin, the wearing of jewelry and ornaments, instead of giving glory to God as it did before sin, now tends to glorify the person wearing the jewels. When sin is eradicated and the true purposes of God are again carried out, God’s glory will be reflected in us and in our heavenly adorning.  But for now the Bible gives us instructions against the bodily ornamentation exploited by secular society for purposes not in accordance with the word of God.

7.  What instructions did Paul give concerning dress when he wrote to Timothy?  1 Timothy 2:9-10.

Answer:  He said that women should not adorn themselves with ________ hair (that is, hair wrapped around pieces of gold, silver, glass, etc.).  Neither should they wear ________ or ________, or very costly clothing.  (High fashion with high prices!)

Note:  It is clear that “gold” and “pearls” are NOT for godly men and women to wear.  One item of jewelry that people most often ask about is the wedding ring.  The matter of wearing a wedding ring is discouraged, especially in church, because it sets a wrong example for others, especially young children.  They see the wedding ring and they say, “Why can't I then wear my ‘friendship ring’ or my ‘high school ring’, etc.?”   For this reason, even those who feel strongly about this matter should realize that their example may be inappropriate for the house of God.   See Romans 14:13 and 21. A godly woman really does not need a circle of gold around her finger to let others know that she is married and spoken for!  Her deportment will be enough.  In ancient times, it was believed that rings had “magical powers” and were sacred sun worship symbols in Egypt.  See Encyclopedia Britannica, Volume VIII, Micropedia, page 590.  It is sad that Christians in Rome picked up this pagan custom and brought it into the sacred wedding service!
Lesson 24: The Good News about Righteousness

The Bible teaches that justification or saving righteousness comes by faith in what Jesus has done on Calvary's cross.  It is impossible for man to make himself righteous, or for man to save himself.  By faith he must accept the righteousness of Christ on his behalf, and by faith the sinner is then declared righteous.  This is imputed righteousness. Then as the forgiven sinner continues in a relationship with the Messiah, he or she is given ‘imparted’ righteousness through the power of the Holy Spirit, enabling him or her to form a character progressively more and more like the Savior’s.

1.  How do we receive Christ’s righteousness?  Philippians 3:7-9.   Answer:  By ________.

2.  It is not our obedience that saves us, because our obedience is imperfect. Whose obedience credited to us makes us righteous?  Romans 5:19.

Answer:  By "one Man’s ________ many shall be made ________."

Note:  That one Man is Jesus, God’s Son!  It is Jesus our Savior whose obedience credited to the repentant sinner makes us righteous!

3.  When we begin to do all the things God commands us to do, what should we consider ourselves?  Luke 17:7-10.

Answer:  Just ________.

Note:  We should have been obeying our heavenly Father all along!  The fact that we finally have started now earns us no merit as far as righteousness is concerned!  We have nothing to boast about at all!

4.  What are we NOT saved by?  Titus 3:5.    Answer:  ________ by ________ that we have ________.

5.  But what does the same verse tell us we ARE saved by?   Answer:  God’s ________.

Note:  Ellen White, who Seventh-day Adventists believe was an inspired writer as we have already studied, wrote the following on the subject of righteousness by faith:  “If you would gather together everything that is good and holy and noble and lovely in man and then present the subject to the angels of God as acting a part in the salvation of the human soul or in merit, the proposition would be rejected as treason ... and any works that man can render to God will be far LESS than NOTHINGNESS.   My requests are made acceptable only because they are laid upon Christ’s righteousness.  The idea of doing anything to merit the grace of pardon is fallacy from beginning to end.  'Lord, in my hand no price I bring, simply to Thy cross I cling.'” -- Faith & Works, p.24.

6.  How does our "righteousness" appear in God’s sight?  Isaiah 64:6.   Answer:  Like ________.

Note:  If our ‘righteousness’ is ‘filthy rags’ in God’s sight, can you imagine how our unrighteousness is in His sight!

7.  Who is our ‘righteousness’?  Jeremiah 23:6.   Answer:  The ________ is!

Note:  Grace has been described as ‘unmerited favor.’  We do not deserve to be saved. Rather, because of our sins, we deserve the death penalty because the ‘wages of sin is death’!  But because of God’s grace and mercy, we are forgiven and pardoned because Jesus willingly paid the penalty for our sins!  Because of that, we can walk away free from the condemnation of the law!

8. We have been ________ by God’s grace through the ________ that is in Christ Jesus.  Romans 3:24.

Note:  Salvation is a FREE gift of God.  We cannot pay for this unspeakable gift!  If we could pay for it, it would cease to be a gift and would be considered our wages or just desserts!  But we have nothing in which to pay for even a drop of blood from the veins of our heavenly Father’s own Son!  See Psalm 49:7-8.

9.  What were the Jews in Paul’s day IGNORANT OF?  Romans 10:3.   Answer:  God’s ________.

10.  As a result, what mistake did they make?  Same verse.

Answer:  They tried to establish their own ________.

Note:  There are many today who are trying to ‘establish their own righteousness’ and are just as ‘ignorant’ of the Savior’s righteousness that is offered as a free gift as the Jews in Paul’s day were.

11.  If we hope to attain ‘righteousness’ by the works of the law, what will happen?  Romans 9:31-32.

Answer:  We will ________.

Lesson 25: The Good News about Prophets

The Testimony of Jesus

We believe in the doctrine of spiritual gifts and we believe that the gift of prophecy is one of the identifying marks of the last day church.

1.  The Lord will do nothing we are told unless He first reveals His secrets to a special group of people.  Who are these people?  Amos 3:7.

Answer:  The ________

2.  Were some of the prophets women?  Judges 4:4.   Answer: ________

Note:  This verse also makes it clear that there were prophets whose writings were not part of the canon of Scripture.

3. Phillip had four daughters who did what?  Acts 21:8-9.   Answer:  ________

Note:  If they prophesied, then they would be called “prophetesses” -- the term used for female “prophets.”

4.  Will the gift of prophecy and the office of prophet be in the church until the end of time?  Ephesians 4:11-13.

Answer:  ________

Note:  We have not yet all come into the unity of the faith, and we are not yet all “perfect” men and women in Christ.  The gift of prophecy is for the “perfecting of the saints” and, henceforth, is needed in the church until the Savior returns.

5.  Whom did Jesus tell us to beware of?  Matthew 24:24.   Answer:________

Note:  The very fact that He mentions false prophets indicates that there would be true prophets also.  If that were not the case, Jesus would have said to beware of all who claimed to be prophets!  Also, if you look at Matthew 23:24, you will see that there would be prophets sent by Jesus AFTER His death, resurrection, and ascension.

6.  What is one of the ways we can identify a false prophet?   Isaiah 8:20.

Fill in:  “To the ________ and to the ________:  if they speak not according to this Word, it is because there is no ________ in them.”

Note:  A true prophet will uphold God’s laws and will be in agreement with the testimony of the Scriptures.  God does not contradict Himself!  A true prophet will be in agreement with all the true prophets that came before him or her.  Anyone who claims the gift of prophecy and yet writes or teaches things that are contrary to the light already given previous prophets in the Scriptures simply cannot be a true prophet!

7.  What did the Lord say should be done to anyone claiming the gift of prophecy yet, at the same time, teaching against obedience to God’s commandments?  Deuteronomy 13:1-5. (The answer is in verse 5.)

Answer:  That “prophet” shall be ________ to ________.

8.  What is another test of a true prophet?  Deuteronomy 18:22.

Fill in:  “When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing ________ nor came to ________, that is the thing which the LORD hath ________ spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it _________,  thou shalt  be ________ of him.”

Note:  A true prophet must be right 100% of the time unless he or she is relating a conditional prophecy, like when Jonah spoke of Nineveh’s destruction.  The people repented and The LORD did not destroy Nineveh as He had said.  But when the prophecy is not conditional, a prophet must ALWAYS be right because God does not make mistakes!

9.  What are some of the things we are to do concerning the gift of prophecy?  1 Thessalonians 5:19-21.

Fill in:  "________ not prophesying, ________ all things;  that which is ________."

Note:  We are to be careful that we do not “despise” the idea of someone having the gift of prophecy unless we first test their claim with the Bible!  If it is “good” and passes the Bible tests, we are to “hold fast” to it!

10.  What two characteristics will the “remnant” church have? Revelation 12:17.

Answer:  They will ________ the ________ of God, and they will have the ________ of ________.
Lesson 26: The Good News about the Remnant Church

God does have a true church organization on the earth.  The word of God makes plain that not ALL churches are the pathway to heaven!  Jesus said, “narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and FEW there be that find it.”   See Matthew 7:14.  The true church will teach all the truth of God, not just some of it. This matter demands the most careful study, for one’s eternal destiny is involved!

1.  First of all, what must be the foundation of the true church?  1 Corinthians 3:11.   Answer: ________

Note:  Human theories, traditions, and philosophies cannot properly support the church.  It must be built on Jesus!  All other foundations are shifting sand!

2.  How is the true church pictured in Revelation 12:1?   Answer:  As a ________ clothed with the ________.

Note:  Revelation is written in symbolic language.  A woman represents the church or the true people of God.  See also Jeremiah 6:2.

3. Besides a woman representing the true church, is there another woman mentioned in Revelation that represents the false church?  Revelation 17:3-5.

Answer:  ________

Note:  Notice that the official colors of this fallen church are purple and scarlet.  This woman represents the false religious system that deceives the whole world.  It is the same power represented as the "beast" in Revelation chapter 13.

4.  How long would the true church (as represented by the woman of Revelation chapter 12) have to flee into the wilderness?  Revelation 12:6.

Answer:  For ________ days.

Note:  In prophecy, a day represents a year.  See Ezekiel 4:6.  The true church would have to flee into the wilderness for 1260 years.  She fled the devil’s persecution.

5. For how long would the false church represented by the beast of Revelation 13 rule supreme?  Revelation 13:5.

Answer: ________  months.

Note:  The true church had to flee from the persecuting power of the false church!  In the year 538 A.D., the prominent church in Rome at that time declared that its bishop, which they called the "pontiff" was to rule all other bishops.  This was the creation of the papacy.  This papal church grew into prominence for centuries afterward.  Its time of supreme rule was what gave birth to the ‘Dark Ages.’  During this time period of 42 months or 1260 days (42 multiplied by 30 equals 1260 days or years in prophecy..) over 50 million people were put to death.  That is why those who believed in the Bible and denied the supremacy of the pope had to flee!   
God has always had a people who were true to His word.  The Waldensians in Italy, and the Huguenots in France were terribly persecuted for their faith.  You can obtain a book called Foxes Book of Martyrs at your local Christian bookstore that will give great detail about these terrible persecutions at the hands of the Roman Church.  The Bible says that the false church would be ‘drunken with the blood of the saints.’   Revelation 17: 6.  In his book Key to the Apocalypse, H.G. Guinness writes:   “Plainly and openly the church of Rome has declared herself to be a persecuting church.  She has glorified in her intolerance.  Her avowed doctrine is that heretics ought to be visited by secular powers and even with death itself.”

6. What would “help” the true church flee from the persecuting power of Satan?  Revelation 12:15-16.

Answer:  The ________ helped the ________.

Note:  The earth would provide a place for the woman to be protected from the “flood" of persecutions.  That place was the wilderness places, and also the United States of America was a haven for religious freedom!  So according to the Bible, the true church would come out of hiding after the 1260 years of persecution. Since that began in 538 A.D. with the establishment of the Roman Papacy, 1260 years later would be 1798 A.D.  In other words, the true church would again become visible after the year 1798!   The true church will teach the same things the apostles taught.  It will proclaim the truths of the Bible just before the second coming of Jesus!  The fallen church goes back only to 538 AD.!

7.  Did Paul warn about a ‘falling away’ from truth by some ‘Christians’ before the coming of Jesus?  2 Thessalonians 2:3.

Answer: ________

8.  Revelation 12:17 identifies the true church as she comes out of the wilderness years.  What is this church called?  Revelation 12:17.

Answer:  The ________.

Note:  A ‘remnant’ is the last remaining part as when you purchase a remnant carpet.  It is the church at the end of time, and just like a remnant piece of carpet, it is the same as the first piece!  So the ‘remnant church’ will be like the first church in the days of the apostles.  It will teach the very same truths!   Let’s review a little. We have learned that the true church will come out in the open after 1798 and that it will become prominent in America, the land of religious freedom.  "The earth helped the woman."

9. What are two more clear identifying marks of the true church? Revelation 12:17 again.

Answer:  They ________ the ________ of God, and they have the ________ of _________.

Note:  In order to be described as those who ‘keep the commandments of God,’ the remnant church must be keeping all ten of the commandments because James 2:10-12 tells us that if we break one, we are guilty of breaking them all!  So the remnant church will be keeping all of the Ten Commandments!  Most churches agree with nine of the commandments, but almost all are deceived about the fourth one which requires the observance of the seventh day as the Sabbath! 

Lesson 27: The Good News about the Baptism of the Holy Spirit

"If there be no interpreter, let him keep silent in the church".  1 Cor. 14:28

1.  What was Paul’s question to the followers of Jesus in Ephesus?  Acts 19:2.

Fill in:  “Have ye ________ the ________ since ye ________?”

Note:  Paul knew that something was missing in their spiritual lives, and in the work of their little "church."   They needed the power of the Holy Spirit!

2.  What was their answer?  (same verse).

Fill in:  "We have not so much as ________ whether there be any _________."

Note:  These were people who had believed in Jesus through the preaching of John the Baptist and a man by the name of Apollos (see chapter 18:24-26). But they had not received the filling of the Holy Spirit!   This shows us that it is possible to be a believer in Jesus, and still not be filled with the Holy Spirit!

3. After Paul explained to them more fully about Jesus and the plan of salvation, and the work of the Holy Spirit, what did he then do?  Verse 6.

Fill in:  “When Paul had ________ his _________ upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with ________, and prophesied.”

Note:  Paul laid his hands upon them and prayed that they might receive the Holy Spirit.  This is something that can be done for a person who feels that there is something missing from their Christian experience.  The men mentioned in Acts 19 were disciples of John the Baptist and as yet, they had not heard about the Holy Sprit.  In the book Acts of the Apostles, page 283, Ellen White wrote that it was after Paul explained the gospel unto them that they "received Him (Jesus) as their Redeemer."   Today the laying on of hands is being given a false light in many churches.  There is no virtue imparted by the mere act of laying on of hands.  It is the person being prayed for whose heart must be right to receive the Holy Spirit.  The Bible also records instances where the Holy Spirit fell on men and women without the laying on of hands!  See Acts 11:15.   It is the thoughts and desires of the heart that determines when a person is filled with the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit’s power is available -- we must want it!   To us today, as verily as to the first disciples, the promise of the Spirit belongs.  God will today endow men and women with power from above, as He endowed those who on the day of Pentecost heard the word of salvation.  At this very hour His Spirit and His grace are for all who need them and will take Him at His word.

4.  What did Jesus promise His apostles they would receive when the Holy Spirit came upon them?  Acts 1:8.

Answer:  ________

5.  What happened on the day of Pentecost?  Acts 2:1-4.

Answer:  The disciples were all ________ with the ________ and began to speak with other ________ as the ________ gave them utterance.

Note:  They were supernaturally given the ability to speak other languages!  They used this ability to preach the good news about Jesus and salvation to all those who were at Jerusalem for the Passover.  See verses 5-11.   Notice that they did not jump up and down, or play with poisonous snakes, or leap over pews, rather, they preached the Word of God with POWER!  It was the Holy Spirit who empowered them, and this power caused three thousand to be baptized in one day!  See verse 41.   Also notice that in verse 33, Peter says that after Jesus had ascended and been exalted in heaven, He received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, and He "shed forth" the Holy Spirit to the church on earth.  This was what Jesus meant in John 14:16-19.

6.  We read in Acts 2:4 that the disciples were "filled with the Holy Ghost" on the day of Pentecost.  Did they need to be filled with the Spirit AGAIN on other occasions?  Acts 13:52.

Answer:  ________

Note:  The “baptism of the Holy Spirit” is not a one time event as is falsely taught by many today.  It is something which we need daily.  We are to pray for the Holy Spirit to fill us EACH DAY!

7.  When did Peter say most believers would receive the “gift” of the Holy Spirit?  Acts 2:38.   Answer:  At their ________.

Note:  If a person is truly converted at the time of his or her baptism, they will receive the "gift of the Holy Spirit."  He said the “gift” (singular) of the Holy Spirit.  He was talking about the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  This was what Peter received on the day of Pentecost, and what the Gentiles received at Caesarea.  For proof, see Acts 10:44-47.  But there are other times when a person is not truly converted at the time of their baptism, and they need to receive the Holy Spirit.   Turn to Acts 8:15-17.   Notice in verse 16 that they ONLY were baptized in water.  Baptism with water alone means little without the inward baptism of the Holy Spirit!  Both are necessary.  See John 3:5.   Even if we truly believe that we are “converted” or “born again,” we are still to pray for a greater infilling of the Holy Spirit daily!  We need His power in our lives! For the daily baptism of the Spirit, every worker should offer his petition to God.   The real Spirit-led believer will have a high regard for the word and law of God.  He or she will not boast of their spirituality or talk of God or of Christ or heavenly things in a flippant or overly familiar manner.   For example, one famous television evangelist boasts that Jesus comes into his bathroom every day when he is shaving!  He says, “Hi Jesus.  What have you
Lesson 28: The Good News about Baptism

The Spirit of God Descended as a Dove.  Matthew 3:16

We believe every believer that has the opportunity ought to be baptized as a public expression of their inward experience of conversion and forgiveness of sins.   Baptism is to be by complete immersion in water as clearly taught in the Scriptures.

1.  What does baptism symbolize?  Romans 6:3-4.

Answer:   It symbolizes the _______ and ________ of Jesus Christ, and also the death of our ________ self, and the new life we have in ________.

Note:  Baptism symbolizes our death to the old sinful self.  When we enter the "watery grave" we are showing that our old self of sin is dead in Christ by faith.  When we come up out of the water, we illustrate the fact that we have newness of life in Christ Jesus!  Just as Jesus was raised from the dead by the power of God, so we by that same Holy Spirit power are new creatures in Christ!   That is why only baptism by complete burial in water is biblical!  Also note that the Lord gave baptism as a memorial of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  He did not give Sunday worship as that memorial as some say!

2.  What have those who have been baptized into Christ put on?  Galatians 3:27.   Answer:________

Note:  At baptism a person begins a new life in Jesus.  This life will be patterned after the life of Jesus.  He will dwell in the believer and the believer will “put on” the character of the Savior!

3.  After the Ethiopian eunuch understood the plan of salvation, what question did he ask Phillip?  Acts 8:36.

Fill in:  "See, here is water, what doth ________ me to be ________?"

Note:  This is a very important question that everyone who has believed in Jesus ought to ask themselves!  Don’t let anything “hinder” you from being baptized!

4.  What was Phillip's answer to the eunuch?  Acts 8:37.

Answer:   "If thou ________ with all thine ________, thou ________."

Note:  At this point in our studies together you have heard and studied all the necessary truths of the Bible.  If you have truly believed them in your heart, then you are ready to be baptized!

5.  Jesus was not a sinner.  He did not need to be baptized as a symbol of the washing away of His sins.  Why then was He baptized?  Matthew 3:13-17.

Answer:   He said He did it to fulfill all ________.

Note:  He was doing it as an example for us to follow.   See 1 John 2:6.

6.  What does a person receive at his or her baptism?  Acts 2:37-38.

Answer:   The ________ of the ________.

Note:  It is at baptism that the Holy Spirit confirms the person's commitment to Christ.    It is then that the person receives the gift of the Spirit!   As a result of the Holy Spirit's presence in the life, "the manifestations of the Spirit is given to every man."   See I Corinthians 12:7.  These manifestations of the Holy Spirit are the gifts that the Spirit gives to every believer "dividing to every man severally as He will."   1 Corinthians 12:11.  The gifts of the Holy Spirit are spoken of in 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 and Romans 12:5-8.   At your baptism you may receive one or more of these spiritual gifts:   Wisdom, Knowledge, Faith, Healing, Prayer, Miracles, Discernment, Ability to interpret languages, Ability to speak languages, Prophecy, Teaching, Exhortation, Giving, Administration, Mercy.   It is the Holy Spirit who determines what gifts you will receive.  These gifts are not revocable.   See Romans 11:29.  The gifts are given for the purpose of building up the church and spreading the everlasting gospel!  The gifts of the Spirit are never given to glorify or edify self, but rather, to glorify Yahweh our heavenly Father and to finish His work of proclaiming the gospel!

7.  What must precede baptism in order for it to be a true regenerating experience?   See Acts 2:37 again.

Answer: ________

Note:  This is one reason why the Bible does not recognize infant baptism.   An infant does not have the mind capacity to “repent and be baptized.”  The rich spiritual experience necessary for baptism cannot be had by an infant and the public stand for Christ has no meaning at infant baptism.  Baptizing an Infant would be like a husband having a preacher come and marry him to his fiancé while she is sound asleep!  Such an act loses its meaning for the one not mentally ready to absorb it!   The devil has deceived millions of people regarding this matter!   Those who were baptized while infants were never really baptized according to the Bible example.  They are deceived if they believe that they have been baptized!  They need to be baptized according to the Bible mode of baptism.
Lesson 29: The Good News about Victory over Sin

We have the victory in JESUS

1.  As we “behold” the beauty and holiness of Jesus’ character, what will happen to us?  2 Corinthians 3:18.

Answer:  We will be ________ into the ________ image.

Note:  Ellen G. White, in the book The Desire of Ages, page 311, wrote:  “The tempter’s agency is not to be accounted an excuse for one wrong act.  Satan is jubilant when he hears the professed followers of Christ making excuses for their deformity of character.  It is these excuses that lead to sin. There is no excuse for sinning.  A holy temper, a Christlike life, is accessible to every repenting, believing child of God.”

2.  The Savior was to be called “Yahshua” (transliterated “Jesus” in Koine Greek).  Why was He given this title?  Matthew 1:21.

Fill in:  "....for He shall save His people ________ their ________."

Note:  Yahshua means Yahweh is salvation.  Jesus came to save us FROM our sins, not IN THEM!  He separates us from them through His power.  We no longer need to wallow around in the slime of sin and despair.  He can lift us from the gutter most to the utter most!

3.  What may the true believer be filled with?  Ephesians 3:19.

Answer:   All the ________ of God.

Note:  Read verse 20 also.  Again, in the book The Desire of Ages on page 311, the inspired pen writes these words:   

“The plan of redemption contemplates our complete recovery from the power of Satan.  Christ always separates the contrite soul from sin.  He came to destroy the works of the devil, and He has made provision that the Holy Spirit shall be imparted to every repentant soul, to keep him from sinning.”

4. Through Jesus, what can we be?  Romans 8:37.

Answer: ________ than ________.

5.  Is there any sin or temptation that is too powerful for the Spirit-filled believer to overcome?  1 Corinthians 10:13.

Answer:  ________

Note:  If there were a temptation too powerful for the Lord to give us victory over, then that would mean that the devil is more powerful than Yahweh!  This is absurd!  The devils trembled when they saw Jesus!  He cast them out “with a word.”  He is still able to give us complete victory over any sin!  He will make a “way to escape” for you if you are willing to let Him!

6.  If we abide in Yahshua, what will we NOT do?  1 John 3:6.

Answer:  Commit ________.

Note:  To abide in Jesus means to spend time each day with Him in prayer, and to study His word which is the bread of life we are to live by.  It means attending church for fellowship whenever God’s people meet for study and worship.  In a few more weeks, these lessons will be over.  But your growth in the Lord must not end there!  You must continue to “grow in grace and knowledge.”

Attending prayer meeting each week is important.  Faithfully attend Sabbath school and church service each week, and do your Sabbath school lesson each day.  Read the Spirit of prophecy books, and have a planned devotional time each day.  If you do these things, you will never fail!  See 2 Peter 1:3-11 now.

Lesson 30: The Good News about the Laodicean Message

"Behold I stand at the door and knock."   Rev. 3:20

In the end of time, the Lord has a very special message to His people.  The message is especially given to the “Laodicean Church.”  Each of the seven churches in the book of Revelation represents not only a literal church in Asia at the time it was written, but also different eras in the church’s history.  The Laodicean church is the last one the Lord addressed, and it represents Christians living in the last days of earth’s history.

We learned in lesson 26 that the Seventh-day Adventist Church fits all the identifying marks of the remnant church identified in Bible prophecy.  We learned from Revelation 18:4 that God is calling His people out of Babylon into His remnant church.  It is to the last part of His church -- the remnant -- that the message to the Laodiceans applies!

1.  Who is giving the message to the Laodicean church?  Revelation 3:14.

Answer:  The ________ and ________.

Note:  This faithful and True Witness is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ.  The word translated “beginning” in this verse also means “source.”  Jesus is the source of the creation of God!  See John 1:1-3 for proof of this.  Because this message comes from Jesus, it cannot be wrong!

2.  What does Jesus KNOW about us?  Revelation 3:15.   Answer:  He knows our ________.

Note:  Jesus knows just what we have been doing, what kind of faith we have, and what kind of experience we have!

3.  What did He say about the works of the Laodiceans?  See verse 16 again.

Answer:  He said they were not ________ or ________, but rather they were ________.

Note:  The Laodicean message applies to the people of God who profess to believe present truth.  The greater part are lukewarm professors.

By the way, the term Laodicea does not mean lukewarm, but rather “a people under judgment.”  We are the people living in the time of the investigative judgment that we learned about in lesson 10 of this series.  You might wish to review them.  As the Lord judges His church, he finds the majority, “the greater part” lukewarm, and desires that they understand their condition.  The hot have experienced the new birth and know the meaning of daily living by the Spirit.  The cold, knowing they are uncommitted (perhaps not knowing how, or not wanting to), realize their lost condition.  The Lukewarm think they are right with God, not knowing that actually they are in a lost condition!

4.  If those in the lukewarm condition stay that way, what will Jesus do to them?  See verse 16 of Revelation 3.

Answer:  He will ________ them out of His ________.

Note:  This means that they will be lost!  It is impossible for someone in this condition to be saved because they have just enough religion to be dangerous, to think themselves okay, when in fact, they are lost!  Many have the theory of the truth who know not the power of godliness.  If the Word of God dwells in the heart, it would control the life.

5.  How do the Laodiceans view themselves?  See verse 17.

Answer:  They say that they are ________ and ________ with ________ and in ________ of ________.

6.  But how does Jesus describe their condition?  Same verse.

Answer:  He says that they are ________, and _________, and _________, and ________, and ________.

Note:  What greater deception can come upon human minds than a confidence that they are right when they are all wrong!  The message of the True Witness finds the people of God in a sad deception, yet honest in that deception.

How plainly in the Master’s words is pictured the position of those who think they have all the truth, who take pride in their knowledge of the Word of God, while its sanctifying power has not been felt in their lives.

They may be crying, “the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are we,” while their hearts are filled with unholy traffic and unrighteous barter.  The courts of the soul temple may be the haunt of envy, pride, passion, evil surmising, bitterness, and hollow formalism.  Christ looks sadly upon His professed last day people who feel rich and increased in the knowledge of the truth, and yet who are destitute of the truth in life and character.
Lesson 31: The Good News about How we are Saved

1.  What is the gospel?  1 Corinthians 15:1-4.

Fill in:  “Moreover brethren, I declare unto you the gospel, which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;  By which also ye are ________, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless you have believed in ________.  For I delivered unto you, first of all, that which I also received, how that Christ ________ for our  ________ according to the ________; and that He was ________, and that He ________ again the third day according to the Scriptures.”

Note:  The gospel includes the birth, life, death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ!  That is the “good news” -- the gospel!

God gave us the gift of salvation when the plan to send His Son was conceived in the mind of Almighty God.  When you buy a gift for someone, that gift really is the person’s gift when you purchased it!  God has already given us the gift of eternal life through His Son Jesus Christ.  True, we must accept it, but it already has been given us.  We don’t need to try and earn it!  If we earned it, it would not be a gift!  We do not work for a gift. It is free.  All we have to do is accept it!

There are some false gospels out there.  One of those false gospels is dispensationalism.  It goes something like this: “the people in the Old Testament were saved by the law, but in the New Testament we are saved by grace.”

2.  Does Hebrews 4:1-2 say the gospel was preached to “them” in the Old Testament as well as those in the New Testament?

Answer:  ________

Note:  So the idea that there were different methods of salvation according to different periods of times, or dispensations is not Biblical!  That’s why Revelation 14 mentions the “everlasting gospel.”  It never changes!  Before the cross they looked forward by faith to it.  We look back by faith to the same cross!

3.  What causes people to be lost?  John 3:17-18.

Fill in:  “God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the ________ through Him might be ________.  He that believeth on Him is not ________.  But he that ________ not is ________ already because he has not ________ in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”

Note:  It is unbelief that causes condemnation!

4.  In 2 Timothy 1:9-10 it tells us that Jesus has already saved all men.  Our work is to accept the free gift!

Fill in:   "Who (Jesus) HATH ________ us  (this is past tense.  He already has saved us!) and called us with a ________, (this refers to sanctification or holiness which is the fruit of being saved!) not according to our ________, but according to His own purpose and ________, which was given us in Christ Jesus ________ the ________ began."

Note:  How could good works save us, if we were already saved in the gift of Christ before the world began!  Salvation is by grace, and not by works.  Through faith in God’s grace we receive the salvation already provided for us before the world began!  Verse 10 in the above Scripture says Jesus "abolished death" and brought "immortality to light."   He has already abolished the second death -- not the first death -- for people still die the first death, but Jesus has destroyed the second death, that is, eternal death, for all those who accept by faith the free gift of eternal life!

5.  Jesus came in a human nature just like ours so that He might do two things.  What are those two things mentioned in Hebrews 2:14-15?

Answer:  First, ________ him that hath the ________ of ________, that is the ________.  Second, ________ them who through ________ of death were all their lifetime subject to ________.

Note:  Those who do not believe the true gospel are living in fear and bondage!  If we accept the salvation freely offered, we stand before God as if we never sinned, and no longer need to fear the second death!  
Lesson 32: The Good News about Making a Decision for Truth

There's Power in the Blood of the Lamb

We have come to the last lesson in the Good News About God’s Truths Bible studies.  You have learned many things about the Lord, His word His laws, and His principles!  But all the things you have learned and the decisions you have made about these truths mean nothing unless you live out what you know to be God’s will.

1.  What does the Bible say it is when someone knows to do right and yet does not do it? James 4:17.

Answer:  ________

Note:  With knowledge comes responsibility!

2.  How might Jesus answer us if we said to Him, “Lord, I see the truth about your law and your seventh-day Sabbath, yet I am not ready to obey it”?  John 9:41.

Fill in:  Jesus said to them, "If you were ________, you would have no ________; but now you say, 'We see'; therefore your _________."

Note:  It is a very serious matter to agree that something is God’s truth and yet go on living a life that violates that truth!  Jesus said that doing such is living in sin!

3.  If we are truly “born of God,” what will we not continue to do?  1 John 3:9.   Answer:________

Note:  Remember that verse 4 of the same chapter tells us that sin is breaking God’s law!  We have also learned that sin is not doing what we know God commands us to do.  If we reject Christ as Savior, or work on God’s Sabbath day, or break any of His moral laws, or eat foods that God said we are not to eat, or destroy our body temple by smoking or by drinking alcohol, or steal God’s tithe from Him, etc., we are sinning and doubly so if we know better!

4.  When is it that we have fellowship with one another and when is it that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin?  1 John 1:7.

Answer:   When we ________ in the ________ as He is in the ________.

Note:  The blood of Christ will not cover willful disobedience that is not repented of!  See 2 John 9.

5.  As far as we know, Felix was never saved.  What was the answer he gave to Paul when Paul was trying to teach him about “righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come?”  Acts 24:25.

Fill In:   "... ________ thy way for this ________; when I have a _________ season, I will ________ for thee."

Note:  Felix fought against the conviction he was receiving from the Holy Spirit.  He told Paul to “go thy way” until a more “convenient” season had come.  And it never did, as far as we know.  His procrastination may have cost him eternal life!  There are some today who are putting off making a decision to be baptized and to join the remnant church who love Jesus so much that they are willing to keep all of God’s commandments!  They are waiting for a more “convenient” time to make the decision to follow Jesus all the way!  But such reasoning will cost many eternal life!  “Now is the appointed time, now is the day of salvation.”   2 Corinthians 6:2.   If not now, then when?

Ellen White wrote the following words in the book Patriarchs and Prophets, page 423.  "It is important to believe God’s word and act upon it promptly, while His angels are waiting to work for us.  Evil angels are ready to contest every step of advance.  And when God’s providence bids His children go forward, when He is ready to do great things for them, Satan tempts them to displease the Lord by hesitation and delay... any delay on their part gives time for Satan to work to defeat them."

6.  How did the rich young ruler feel after he walked away from Jesus because he felt that what Jesus was asking him to do was too much of a sacrifice?  Mark 10:17-22.

Answer:  ________

Note:  It is truly a sad feeling one gets when he or she walks away from known truth to walk in the shadows of error and non-commitment! 
