Fill In:  "If he offer a lamb for his offering, then shall he offer it before the Lord.  And he shall ________ his ________ upon the ________ of his offering, and ________ it before the tabernacle of the congregation, and Aaron’s sons shall sprinkle the ________ thereof round about the altar."

Note:  The sinner confessed his sins while holding his hands upon the head of the innocent animal.  This was done to show that symbolically, his sins were transferred to the innocent one who died in the sinner’s place.   This is what Calvary was all about!  Jesus, the unblemished Son of God died the death that the sinner deserved, so that the sinner can be forgiven and walk away free from eternal death!

9. What did John the Baptist call Jesus?   John 1:29.     Answer:  The ________ of God.

Note:  John knew that all the Old Testament sacrifices pointed forward to Jesus.  He was the ‘Lamb slain from the foundation of the world’!   Our heavenly Father gave the sanctuary service to ancient Israel to help them understand the substitutionary death of the Messiah to come.  They were saved by faith in the Messiah that was to come just as we today are saved by faith in the Messiah who HAS come!  All who will ever be saved, of all ages, will be saved by faith in what Jesus has done!

Now faith has two parts.  Those two parts are belief and trust.  For example, I may believe that a chair on the other side of the room is capable of supporting my weight, but I will never know for sure until I go and sit in the chair!   In much the same way, we might believe that Jesus is the Son of God, and that if we, by faith, put the weight of our sins on Him, He will take the weight and give us rest.  But we will never experience this until we are willing to put ourselves totally in His care!  We must be wiling to surrender ourselves to Him!

10.  What happens to a person when he or she accepts Jesus Christ as their personal Savior?   2 Corinthians 5:17.

Answer:  They become a ________.

11.  Is it possible for us to KNOW right now, at this very moment, that we have eternal life?  1 John 5:12-13.

Answer:________

Note: If you have Jesus, the Son of God as your lord and Savior, then you have eternal life!  As long as you maintain that connection with Him, then you have life eternal!  You need not guess about your destiny.  Give yourself to Jesus and you KNOW that your sins are forgiven, and that you have eternal life!

12.  When we ask Jesus to be our Substitute, and accept His death on our behalf, what do we have with God?   Romans 5:1.

Answer:________

13. How does a person go about asking Jesus to be their personal Lord and Savior?  Romans 10:9.

Fill in:   "That if thou shalt ________ with thy ________ the Lord Jesus and shalt ________ in thine ________ that God hath ________ Him from the dead, thou shalt be ________."

14. What is Jesus asking us to do right now?  Revelation 3:20.   Answer:   Open the ________ of our ________ to Him.

Note: Right now, while Jesus is knocking on the door of your heart, why not follow your Bible instructor in the simple prayer of faith to make sure of your standing with God?   He will accept you just the way you are, and He will change your life for the better!  Just repeat the simple prayer of faith as the person sharing this Bible study with you leads out.  Even if you have given your life to Christ in the past, why not renew your commitment again just now?  Let's pray.  If you are taking these lessons by correspondence, or by yourself, you just need to pray the following simple prayer of faith to receive Jesus as your personal Savior.  If you are sincere when you make this prayer, you will receive forgiveness of your sins and the gift of eternal life!  No one has ever regretted asking Jesus Christ into their life!  Here is the prayer of faith:

"Dear Father in heaven, forgive me of my sins.  I accept your Son Jesus as my personal Lord and Savior.  Thank you, Jesus, for dying on the cross for me.  I receive the free gift of eternal life.  In your name I pray.  Amen."

15.  Do you know now that you have eternal life?   Answer:  ________

Note:  Praise the lord!  If you have prayed the prayer of faith and accepted Jesus Christ as your personal lord and Savior, you are now a part of His spiritual family!  You have the assurance of eternal life as long as you maintain your relationship with Him!  He will never leave you or forsake you, and now, through the Holy Spirit, He lives in you!

16.  As a Christian, what does the Lord went you to do?   2 Peter 3:18.   Answer: ________  in ________.

17.  How do we GROW spiritually?  1 Peter 2:2.   Answer:  By the sincere ________ of the ________ of God.

18.  Are you willing to continue these studies so that you will grow in grace and knowledge?    Answer:  ________

Answer:   By taking ________ thereto according to Thy ________.

 Note:  One of the greatest proofs of the Bible’s divine inspiration is the many prophecies of the Bible that have come to pass in the exact manner as foretold by God.  The prophecies of the Bible is history told to us in advance!   One of the most amazing of these prophecies is the prophecy of Daniel chapter 2.  Let's now turn to Daniel chapter 2 and read verses 1 through 30 before we continue.King Nebuchadnezzar had a very impressive dream and none of the wise men of Babylon could tell him the meaning of the dream.  The dream came to this pagan king at a time when Babylon ruled the world.  He was lying on his bed wondering what would happen after his great kingdom.  (See verse 29).   The Lord God revealed to Nebuchadnezzar "what shall be in the latter days"; in other words, in history to follow.  In fact,  this  vision given to the king and interpreted by the prophet Daniel  tells the entire history from 600 B.C. until the setting up of the kingdom of God which Is soon to come!

16.  What did King Nebuchadnezzar see in his dream?  Daniel 2:31.   Answer:   A ________.

17.  What metals did this great statue consist of?  Verses 32-33.

Answer:   Head of ________, chest and arms of ________, stomach and thighs of ________, legs of ________ and toes part of ________ and part of ________.

18.  What did the king see strike the image on its toes, and what was the result?  Verses 34-35.

Answer:   A ________ cut out without hands.   The ________ struck the image on its feet, and the great image was ________ and the wind carried the ________ of the statue away.

19.  What kingdom did the head of gold represent?  Verses 36-38.   Answer:  The kingdom of ________.

Note:  The head of gold represented the golden kingdom of Babylon.  This is the beginning point of the prophecy.  In verse 39 the Lord predicted through Daniel that another kingdom inferior to Babylon would conquer it.  This kingdom, history tells us, was the Medo-Persian kingdom represented by the chest and arms of silver!   Although Medo-Persia was an inferior kingdom to Babylon, it conquered the mighty Babylon in 539 B.C.   Babylon was surrounded by huge walls which protected the city from any enemy.  The Babylonian king laughed when he heard of the approach of the troops of Cyrus.  He was wall prepared.   His defenses were completed; his mighty city had all the provisions it needed, and the mighty walls, well protected,   afforded Babylon safety, or so he thought!   But God’s word said  an "inferior kingdom" would conquer Babylon!A plan came to Cyrus that if the water of the Euphrates River, which ran under the mighty walls of Babylon, could be diverted until the river was low enough for his armies to ford, they could march right under the walls of Babylon into the city!   But there were gates that would have prevented their entry into the city.  The night of the capture of Babylon was a night of celebration and feasting.  The people were so occupied with their drinking and partying that they did not even notice the level of the water of the Euphrates River go down.  And one hundred and seventy years before the event, God had said something  about those great bronze gates of Babylon.

20. What did the Lord say He would do for Cyrus (even naming the general Cyrus even before he was born!) concerning the "two leaved gates"?  Isaiah 45:1.

Answer:  ________ them and the gates shall not be ________.

Note:  The night that Cyrus’ troops marched under the walls of Babylon, the gate keepers were so drunk they forgot to shut the gates that would have protected the city from this invasion.  This is just what God's word had said 170 years before!  And that night the Medo-Persian Empire conquered Babylon!  See Daniel 5:30-31.In Daniel 2:39, the prophet said that a "third kingdom of brass ... shall bear rule over the earth."   History tells us that the Grecian Empire of Alexander the Great conquered Medo-Persia and went on to rule the world until the empire of Rome which succeeded it!  The Roman Empire was called the "Iron Empire" and it was represented in the vision by the legs of iron!

21.  What did the Lord's word say would happen to the iron legs of  the image?  Daniel 2:40-41.

Answer:  They would be ________. The feet of the image were made part of ________ and part of ________.

Note:  This is exactly what happened to the mighty Roman Empire.  In the fourth century the Barbarian hordes began to attack the Roman Empire weakened by political and moral decay.  These tribes that invaded claimed territories until the empire was broken up to form modern Europe!  This is what the ten toes on the feet of the image represented!

22.  What did the Lord say about these nations of Europe?  Daniel 2:42-43.

Answer:  "They shall ________ one to another ...".

Note:  Napoleon, Hitler, and others tried to go against this prophecy of God and unite all of Europe into one empire.  But God said "they shall not cleave one to another!"  Friends, God's word is sure!  And remember, these words were written in approximately 600 B.C., and yet they told in advance the history of nations until the end of time and beyond!

23.  What did the Lord say would happen in the days of these "kings"?  Verses 44-45.

Answer:  The God of heaven shall set up His ________.

Note:  The rock that struck this image on its feet represents the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the "Rock of Ages"!  See 1 Corinthians 10:4.   The fact that the rock struck the image on its feet tells us that it is today, while we are living in the feet of the image, so to speak, that we are to look for Jesus to come!  Europe will not be united into one empire because God said that Jesus would come in the days of those "kings"!  Friends, the Lord Jesus will soon return and set up His kingdom which will reign forever and ever!  We will learn more about this in lesson 6.

God's word is sure and steadfast.  Believe it.  Live by it and you will never go wrong!

24.  Are you willing to accept the Bible as the sure word of God, and will you decide to live by this word?   Answer:________

was “created".  But the term “firstborn" can also be translated “foremost" or “most Important."  For example, David is called the “firstborn" in Psalm 89:27.  Yet, David was not the “firstborn" of Jesse's children.  In fact, he was the youngest! David was called the “firstborn" because God chose him to be “foremost" of all of Jesse’s sons.  In the same way, Jesus is called the “firstborn" or “foremost" of every creature! He is “God over all"!  If we read verse 18 of Colossians 1, we will read that Jesus was called the “firstborn from the dead."  Yet we know that Lazarus and others were resurrected before Him!  He is the “firstborn from the dead" in the sense that He is the One through whom all others will be resurrected!

11.  At his birth, Jesus was to be called “Immanuel."  What does this name mean?  Matthew 1:23.
Answer: ________ with us.

Note:  Special Note on the name “Jesus”:  The name Jesus is derived from the Hebrew name Joshua (pronounced Yah-shoo-a).  This is the Savior's name, and it means "YAHWEH is salvation."  Because of the popularity of the Greek translation of the New Testament, the name Jesus became popular, and certainly this name is recognized by our Savior.  Those who call on the name Jesus are saved!  But nevertheless, it is good for us to know and honor the true name of our Savior, and to understand what it means!

12.  In Colossians 2:9, what does it say dwelt In Jesus?    Answer:  All the ________ of the ________ bodily.

13.  Who does the Bible say "purchased" the church "with His own blood"?  Acts 20:28.   Answer: ________

Note:  Since it is clear that it was Jesus our Savior who shed His blood for our sins, is it not plain that this text declares Jesus to be God?

14.  What two Persons come to make their "abode" with the believer through the Holy Spirit?  John 14:23.
Answer: Both the ________ and the ________.

Note:  From this text of Scripture, we learn that the Holy Spirit, which indwells the believer, includes the Spirit of both the Father and the Son.  Notice that Jesus said, "We will come ... and make OUR abode" with the believer.  The way that BOTH the Father and the Son live in the believer is through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit bears witness with our spirits that we are the children of God.  This third Person is called the Holy Ghost or the Spirit of God.  We need to realize that the Holy Spirit is as much a person as the Father and the Son, yet in a unique way that no mortal can fully explain!  Even though the Father and Son are in Heaven, through the Holy Spirit they can also be everywhere in the universe. If man can broadcast television programs around the world so that everyone can see and hear a news commentator's image and voice around the world, why is it hard to understand that the Godhead can do vastly greater and fill the universe with their Spirit and also know even the thoughts and actions of all living creatures!  How great is our God!   It is by the Spirit that Faster and Son do all their work throughout the vast expanse of the universe. He is the active Agent for carrying out their will.

15.  Is the Holy Spirit present throughout the entire universe at once?   Jeremiah 23:24 and Psalm 139:7-10.
Answer: ________

16.  Can the Holy Spirit "speak"?  Revelation 22:17.   Answer: ________

Note:  A "thing" cannot speak!  But the Holy Spirit can "speak" because He is a Person!  We desperately need the Holy Spirit's presence in our lives!  It is through the Holy Spirit's power that we are transformed into the image of Christ!

17.  Did Jesus refer to the Holy Spirit as a Person?  John 14:26.   Answer: ________

Note:  Jesus referred to the Holy Spirit as "He" and not as "it."  The Holy Spirit must be a Person, else He could not search out the secrets which lie hidden in the mind of God.  “For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him?  Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God."  See 1 Corinthians 2:11.

18.  Jesus gave the command to baptize in the name of what three Persons?  Matthew 28:19.
Answer:  The ________, the ________, and the ________.

Note:  If the Holy Spirit were merely the Spirit of the Father, it would not be necessary to mention His name separately at a person's baptism.  But Jesus definitely taught His disciples to use the Holy Spirit's name when baptizing a believer.  There are three living Persons of the Godhead; in the name of these three great powers, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit --- those who receive Christ by living faith are baptized.

19.  How did Jesus explain how He and His Father are "ONE"?  John 17:11.
Fill in:  "And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to Thee, ________, keep through Thine own ________ those whom Thou hast given Me, that they may be ________, as ________."

Note:  The Savior prayed that His disciples would be ONE in mind, ONE in purpose, ONE in unity, and ONE in love, even as He and the Father are ONE!  Jesus did not pray that the twelve disciples literally become one entity with twelve heads!  How strange that when some people think of the three Persons of the Godhead, they view it as some type of strange mysterious being with three heads!  Remember that Jesus said the disciples were to be one in the SAME WAY that He and the Father are ONE!

20.  How many times did the angel that Isaiah the prophet saw cry out the word "Holy"?   Isaiah 6:1-3.
Answer: ________ times.

Note:  Many Bible scholars believe that this was done to show respect and reverence for the THREE Persons that make up the Godhead of Elohim!

21.  Do you believe that there are THREE divine Persons in the ONE Godhead as the Scriptures teach?
Answer: ________

Note:  God SO LOVED you and me that He gave His Son for us!  Can you imagine that kind of love?  I read the following story in lesson 1 of the New Life Bible Course published by the VOICE OF PROPHECY RADIO PROGRAM.  This true story illustrates God’s love for us.  A frequently traveled railroad bridge spanned a large river. It was the responsibility of one man who lived there with his wife and small child to open and close the bridge, allowing both ships and trains to pass safely.  One evening at dusk, a passenger train was scheduled to cross the bridge.  A few minutes before the train was due, the attendant checked the safety locks as usual to make sure all was ready.  He was shocked to find that the connectors connecting the tracks before the bridge with the tracks on the bridge had been broken by vandals.  Already he heard the train approaching.  What could he do to save the train from disaster?  Throwing himself on the ground beside the tracks, he put all his weight on the bar that controlled the connectors.  The lives of hundreds of people depended on his strength in those tense moments.  Just as he heard the train signal for the right of way on the bridge, he heard another sound that made his heart stand still.  It was his three-year-old son calling through the shadows.  "Daddy, where are you?"  Horrified, he saw his only son wandering down the tracks toward the bridge and the onrushing train.  Already the trestle was trembling.  Should he release the bar and go to save his only child, or should he sacrifice the son he loved and save the lives of hundreds of people who knew nothing of their danger?  He made the only choice he could.  The train passed over the dark waters without the passengers realizing the sacrifice a loving father had made.  Our heavenly Father saw our world rushing on in sin to its eternal ruin.  He knew that he must either give his only Son to save men, women, boys and girls from destruction and death, or save His beloved Son and let a lost world go down to eternal destruction. What did God do?  He did the only thing His love could do as John 3:16 plainly tells us!

8.  What if we are burdened, restless, and troubled with the labors of sin and doubt?   Does Jesus have the solution for this?  Matthew 11:28-30.

Answer:  ________

Note:  A yoke prevents an animal from being torn and bruised by the burden it is pulling.  The yoke evenly distributes the load and makes it bearable.  Jesus wants to give you an easy to wear yoke -- His!  He wants to help you with your heavy load and share the weight with you!  His yoke will prevent you from being torn and bruised with the burdens of this life!  There is rest for you in Jesus!

9.  What did John say is one of the many reasons we should love God?  1 John 4:19.

Answer: Because He ________ us.

Note:  When we couldn’t have cared less, God couldn’t have cared more!  From the cross of Calvary Jesus could look down through the centuries to see each of His brethren and His Father's children that would be saved because of what He was doing!  Think of the pain that Jesus endured to save us!  Perhaps as the soldiers were beating Him the devil said to Him, "Give up on this wretched race, they don't care about You! They're not worth it!"  And the Lord may have said, "No! I love them too much! I must save them!"  When they were delivering the 39 stripes to His body with the terrible Roman scourge that tore open His flesh exposing muscle and veins, perhaps the tempter taunted Him again saying, "Give up on them, they don't care!  Why save them?"  But Jesus took those stripes because He knew that by them we would be healed from the disease of sin!  "I love them too much!"  Thinking only of us, He hardly felt the pain of the cruel spikes in His hands that so often comforted and healed others, and through those feet that often took Him on missions of mercy for the lost. The loving Savior cried out, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do!"  His prayer included the world!  HE WAS MADE A CURSE FOR US!  Three times His enemies jeered, “Save yourself!  Come down from the cross if you are the Son of God." He couldn't save us, if He saved Himself.  He was denied and betrayed by His closest friends.  "My God!  My God!  Why have you forsaken Me?"  He cried!   O friend, God loves you! He really, REALLY loves you! Let Him fill you with His agape love!

10.  How can we show the Lord that we love Him for what He has done for us?  John 14:15 and 1 John 5:3.

Answer: By _______ His ________.

Note:  Through the remainder of these lessons, you will be learning a lot about what God's word says about His law, Jesus' return, the seventh-day Sabbath, and many other Bible truths.  All these truths of God are to be believed and followed by us because obedience shows God that we love him.  You see, the Lord actually writes His law in the heart of the believer.  This new motivation transcends fear of being lost or hope of reward in being saved.   Abraham's faith enabled him to live under the new covenant, while multitudes of Christians today live under the old covenant because self-centered concern is their motivation.  The old covenant was the promise of the people to be faithful; under the new covenant, salvation comes by believing God's promises to enable us to obey, not by our promises to Him.  It is love for God that will motivate the true believer.  Are you ready for that kind of Christian life?  If you are, it can begin today!  Believe that God loves you and He has provided salvation for you full and free.  Receive that salvation by faith and allow the Lord entrance into your heart to abide there forever!  Jesus said, "Behold I stand at the door and knock; if any man hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him, and sup with him and he with Me." - Revelation 3:20.

FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY FOREVER AND EVER, AMEN. - We are to remember that Yahweh is the all powerful One.  He, along with His Son, and the Holy Spirit deserve all the praise, honor, and glory that created beings can give!

A prayer containing these essential elements will be an effective prayer!  The heart of one who utters such prayers will be ready to receive answers from on high!

5. When prayers are not immediately answered, what should we NOT do?  Luke 18:1.   Answer:  Not ________ or give up.

Note:  Jesus told us to persist in prayer, and if our prayers are not immediately answered, we are to trust God that what is best for us will happen.  See Romans 8:28.

6. Jesus said that we could move a mountain if had what?  Matthew 17:19-20.   Answer: ________

7. What kind of prayer will avail much with God?  James 5:16.   Answer:  ________ prayer.

8. From what kind of a person will prayers be effective with God?  Same verse.   Answer:  A ________ person.

Note:  If we pray fervently, hungering and thirsting to do God’s will, we will find that our prayers will be answered!

9. Sometimes we do not receive what we pray for, or have what we need, and things seem so difficult for us.  What possible reasons does the Bible give for this?  James 4:2-3.

Fill In:  "Ye lust and have not; Ye kill and desire to have, and ________ obtain. Ye ________ and ________, yet ye have not, because ye ________. Ye ask and receive ________ because you ask ________, that ye may ________ it on your own."

Note:  Motive for prayer makes a great deal of difference as far as whether our prayers will be answered or not.  We also are instructed to ASK for the things we need.  We are not to ask "amiss," that is, ask God for things that are frivolous and merely to fulfill our own selfish desires.  What we are promised by God is to be given everything that pertains to life and GODLINESS!  See 2 Peter 1:3-4.   The Bible science of prayer is as simple as ABC. We are to ASK, then BELIEVE that God will answer our prayer, then CLAIM the answer even before it is realized!  This is an act of faith and it is according to Jesus' own instructions!   See Mark 11:24.   Jesus used the ABCs of prayer Himself!  Open your Bible to John chapter 11.  Jesus was at the tomb of Lazarus, His friend, who had died four days earlier.  A huge crowd of people were standing around Him, and Jesus began to pray.  Read verses 30-42 of John 11. Jesus thanked His Father for hearing His request to raise Lazarus from the dead even before He called Lazarus forth!  He had faith that His heavenly Father would give Him what He desired, and He thanked His Father BEFORE He received what He asked for!

In the book Education, on page 253, Ellen G. White writes the following:   "To every promise of God there are conditions.  If we are willing to do His will, all His strength is ours.  Whatever gift He promises, is in the promise itself. 'The seed is the Word of God.'  Luke 8:11.  As surely as the oak is in the acorn, so surely is the gift of God in His promise.  If we receive the promise, we HAVE the gift!"

10. What did Jesus say we are to do when we "STAND PRAYING" if we expect our prayers to be answered?  Mark 11:25-26.

Answer:  We are to ________ others.

Note:  We must pray from a heart that hold no grudges against a brother or sister.  Also, notice that at times we can pray "standing"! Although we are to kneel whenever possible in reverence to our God, throughout the day we can send up prayers to our heavenly Father wherever we are, and whatever we are doing!

11. If we willingly turn a deaf ear to God's commandments, what will our prayers become in God's sight?  Proverbs 28:9.

Answer:  An ________.

Note:  The Lord expects us to listen to Him in love if we expect Him to listen to and answer our prayers!

12. Is a lifestyle of concern for others necessary for our prayer requests to be heard and answered?  Proverbs 21:13.

Answer: ________

13. What will happen to our prayers if we do not treat our marriage partners the way Christ asks us to?  1 Peter 3:7.

Answer: Our prayers will be .

14. When will our heavenly Father listen to and answer our prayers?  Jeremiah 29:11-13.

Answer: When we ________ Him and _________ for Him with all our ________.

Note:  When we get serious with God, He will get serious with us and answer our prayers in a most wonderful way!

15. Are you willing to make daily prayer an important part of your life?   Answer: ________

9.  Who will see Jesus return?  Revelation 1:7.   Answer:  Every ________ will ________ Him.

Note:  This text is very plain.  Jesus' return will be no "secret"!  It will be a catastrophic event witnessed by the whole world!  Matthew 24:30 tells us that "Then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall SEE the Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory."

10. The Bible says that Jesus will return in "______ ________" as He ascended up to heaven!  Acts 1:9-11.

Note:  Jesus will return "in like manner" as He went up into heaven after His resurrection!  This is the plain testimony of the Word of God! He did not ascend secretly or in a way which was invisible, and He will not return secretly as so many today teach!  See also Matthew 24:29-31.

11.  What did Jesus compare His return to?  Matthew 24:27.   Answer: ________

Note:  There are no secret lightning bolts!  They are so bright that you can see them with your eyelids closed!  So will Jesus' return to this earth be!   He is coming with power and great glory!

12. Besides climactic visual events, what else will there be when Jesus returns?  1 Thessalonians 4:16.

Answer:  Plenty of ________!  See also Revelation 16:18-21.

13. When Jesus returns, what will happen to the dead who died in Christ?  1 Corinthians 15:51-55.

Answer:  They will be ________ to eternal ________.

Note:  Jesus will destroy death forever!  Believers will be changed from mortal to immortal in the twinkling of an eye!  We can praise our heavenly Father because death will be swallowed up in victory!

14.  What will the world leaders be saying just before Jesus returns?  1 Thessalonians 5:3.

Answer: ________ and ________.

Note:  Recently we have seen the collapse of the Communist bloc, and many people are saying that the world in heading toward a "New World Order" in which there will be "peace and safety"!  This is yet another dramatic sign of the soon return of Jesus Christ!

15.  What must we be before we can enter the kingdom of heaven?  Matthew 18:3.   Answer: ________

16.  Before we are "converted," what must we do?  Acts 3:19.   Answer: ________

Note:  This means to be sorry for your sins and to ask forgiveness for them.  It also means that we TURN AWAY from them!  To be ready to meet Jesus means that you have accepted Him as your Lord and Savior, and that you have had your sins forgiven, and that you have indeed turned away from them!

17. Another amazing prophecy that is being fulfilled in our time is the prophecy of Matthew 24:14.    After the gospel goes to all the world, what did Jesus say would happen?

Answer: Then ________ the ________ come.

Note:  Today more than 40 groups have a goal of taking the gospel to the entire world within a few years.  The Bible now for the first time is available to every language group on earth through the untiring efforts of the Wycliffe Bible translators and others!  The Seventh-Day Adventist Church, according to the American Bible Society, is in more countries preaching the gospel than any other church on earth and is adding a new believer every 45 seconds! Soon the work of preaching the gospel to all nations will be completed!  The Lord opened up the Communist countries to hear the gospel, and He will soon do the same for the Moslem countries and China! Soon, friends, the "end shall come!"

18:  What other dramatic sign has recently happened that warns us that the Lord's coming is near?  2 Thessalonians 2:3.

Fill In:  "Let no man ________ you by any ________; for that day (the Lord's coming) shall ________ come, except there be a ________ first, and that ________ of ________ be revealed, the son of ________."

Note:  Paul warned about a "falling away" from the truth by many.  Recently, evangelical Christians such as Pat Robertson, and Chuck Colson, the head of the Christian Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, and Roman Catholic leaders signed a declaration called "Evangelicals and Catholics Together: The Christian Mission in the Third Millennium."  The newspapers reported that this was an "historic declaration."  Many look upon this as a great step forward, but in reality, it means that the Protestant Churches have virtually agreed that the doctrines they have opposed because they were contrary to the Bible, and for which millions of faithful martyrs have been put to death, now make no difference!  This compromise on the doctrines of the Bible is surely a falling away!  One has to wonder if those who signed this agreement can still be called "Protestants," since they no longer "protest" the anti-biblical teachings so many faithful Protestants have died for in ages past!  But, friends, the word of God has not changed!  You and I must decide to follow what the Bible says and not the teachings of men!  We will learn more about this in lesson 24.

19. Have you asked Jesus to forgive you of your sins and be your personal Lord and Savior?   Answer: ________

Note:  If you have not done this, why not do it right now?  Let your Bible instructor lead you in the simple prayer of faith.  If you are doing these studies alone by correspondence course, right now, just ask Jesus to forgive you of your sins and to come into your heart as your personal Savior!  Surely you want to be ready to meet Jesus, and the way to be ready is to receive Him as your personal Savior and allow Him to be Lord of your life!  He is ready, willing, and able to do for you what no one or no thing could ever do for you!  He will give you peace, forgiveness, hope, courage, and exceeding joy!

Note:  Since the book of Revelation is written in "apocalyptic" style (that is, written using symbols to explain truths), we must ascertain what truths are being symbolized. We know that Satan is a spirit being.  Certainly aspirit being (such as an angel) cannot be chained up with a literal chain!  But because there will be no one for Satan to control or tempt during this 1000 year period, his hands will be "tied" in a symbolic sense!  The word translated "bottomless pit" is the the Greek word abussos, and is the same word used to translate Genesis 1:2 into the Greek language version of the Old Testament called the Septuagint.  The earth will be like a "bottomless pit" during the 1000 years following Jesus' return!  The "cities" of the earth will be "broken down," and the surface of the earth will be filled with the dead and decaying bodies of the wicked.  Darkness will cover the earth.  Satan and his fallen angels will roam the earth for 1000 years to consider the dire results of their rebellion against Yahweh and His righteous ways and laws!

9. After the 1000 years, what will happen to Satan?  Revelation 20:3.   

Answer: He will be ________ a ________ season.

Note:  Because the wicked dead are resurrected after the 1000 years, Satan once again has people to tempt and control.  This is what causes him to be "loosed" from his circumstances for a little while!

10. At the end of this l000 year period, what will come down from God out of heaven?  Revelation 21:2.

Answer: The ________.

11. Where will this gigantic city rest on the earth?  Zechariah 14:3-4.

Answer:  The Mount of Olives will ________ in two when Jesus’ ________ touch it, and a very large ________ will be formed.

Note:  Jesus will come down from heaven with His saints, and when His feet touch the Mount of Olives, it will split in two and form a gigantic plain on which the Holy City, New Jerusalem will rest!

12. What does Satan and his host of evil followers try do at this time?  Revelation 20:7-9.

Fill In: (verse 9): "They went up on the breath of the earth, and ________ the ________ of the saints about, and the beloved ________ ... "

Note:  This wicked mob of millions from all ages who have rejected God and served sin and Satan will march under their master Satan's orders.  They will attempt to surround and overtake the New Jerusalem, the city of God!

13. What happens to them at this time?  Revelation 20:9.

Fill In:  "And ________ came down from God out of ________ and ________ them."

Note:  This fire will turn the whole world into a "lake of fire," and the wicked will at that time suffer the "second death."  See verse 14. Every trace of sin will be forever destroyed, and the earth will be purified by fire!

14. What will this "lake of fire" do to the old earth?  2 Peter 3:10-14.

Fill In:  Verse 10: "... the ________ also and the works that are therein shall be ________."

15. After this old earth is destroyed, what will the Father, and His Son, and the Holy Spirit create?  Revelation 21:1-4.

Answer: A ________ and a ________.

Note:  No more sin and suffering will bedevil mankind!  Peace, joy, gladness of heart, and unutterable fullness of life and happiness will follow the people who have loved and known their Maker and Redeemer, and who have received of the Holy Spirit! God's richest blessings will be forever theirs!

16. Will sin and suffering ever rise up to cause sorrow and sin to exist again?  Nahum 1:9.   Answer: ________

Note:  The character of our heavenly Father and His law will have been vindicated once and for all!  The way of love will have plainly been seen versus the way of hate, rebellion, and lawlessness. Never again will the character of the Godhead be questioned because all will have plainly understood the effects of sin, and love shown in the wonderful plan of redemption!  Our heavenly Father's love, and the love and sacrifice of His Son, our Redeemer, will be revealed to us with ever increasing splendor throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity!  The great controversy will then be forever ended!

17. Are you making plans to join God's people who are pilgrims looking for a city who Builder and Maker is El Shaddai (God Almighty)?

Answer: ________

Note:  These horns represent the ten different kingdoms which resulted from the breakup of the Roman Empire in the fourth and fifth centuries.   It was this breakup of the Roman Empire which gave us the modern nations of Europe we have today!   The horns of this beast correspond to the ten toes of the image of Daniel chapter 2.

9.  What did Daniel see rise up among the ten horns?  Verse 8.   Answer: another ________.

Note:  This ‘little horn’ rose up after the ten horns were already formed.  In other words, it rose after 476 A.D., the date which historians give to the fall of the Roman Empire.  This ‘little horn’ arose among the ten, which means it began in Europe in the latter part of the fourth century!  The prophecy also said that this little horn ‘plucked up by the roots’ three of the ten horns.  There is no other power that could fit this prophecy than the power of Papal Rome, which rose in Europe at this time and through whose influence and decrees resulted in the destruction of three of the ten kingdoms.  These three were the Heruli, the Vandals and the Ostrogoths!   

This ‘little horn’ had ‘eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.’  This represents the bishop of Rome -- the ‘Pope’ who rules this little horn religious kingdom that followed Pagan Rome!   In the next lesson we will learn more about the ‘great things’ claimed by the Pontiff of Rome!

10. What did Daniel see being ‘set’ during the rule of the little horn and during the time which he spoke ‘great words?’  Daniel 7:9-11.

Answer:  "... the ________ was set, and the ________ were ________."  Verse 10.

Note:  At some time during the latter reign of this little horn, God’s judgment in heaven takes place!   In lesson 10 we will learn about the judgment going on in heaven right now!   Verses 13 and 14 describe Jesus coming before the Father during this judgment to receive the kingdom.  This takes place just before He returns to this earth to take possession of all the kingdoms of this world! This is what the rock of Daniel chapter 2 represented!  Praise God that Jesus is coming soon!   Read verses 13 and 14 now.

11. What finally happened to the little horn kingdom?  Verse 11.   

Answer: It was ________ and given to the ________ flame.

Note:  Daniel saw the future overthrow of the little horn.   In verses 15 through 20, the Bible describes how Daniel was troubled by the things he saw in his vision.   He especially wanted to know about the fourth beast and about the ten horns, especially the little horn with the big mouth!  Read these verses now.

12. What did the ‘little horn’ do to the saints?  Daniel 7:21.   Answer: He ________ against them.

Note:  This verse tells us that the little horn would kill many ‘saints’ (those who have accepted Jesus and believe His word).  This is exactly what Papal Rome has done in the centuries past!  50 million Bible believing Christians were put to death during the ‘Dark Ages’ by the Roman Church.  They were called ‘heretics’ because they would not bow to the decrees of Rome.  Millions were burned at the stake, stretched to death on racks, thrown into wells, etc!  You can read about these persecutions in Foxes Book of Martyrs, which you can get at any Christian book store.

13. Who will Jesus give the kingdom to after the heavenly judgment is over?   Verse 22.   

Answer: ________ the ________.

14. What does the Bible tell us about the little horn kingdom in Daniel 7:24?

Answer:   He shall be ________ from the other kingdoms, and he shall ________ three kings.

Note:  The little horn kingdom of Papal Rome is "diverse" or different from all other kingdoms that came before it!   The others were all political kingdoms, but this one was a religious kingdom that will rule millions till the end of time when it will finally be destroyed by the Lord Jesus!   It is a horse of a different color!

15. What will the little horn "think" to do?  Daniel 7:25.   Answer: "change ________ and ________."
Note:  The Roman Church has thought to change God’s time of worship from the seventh-day Sabbath to Sunday, the holy day of ancient sun worship!  She has also changed God’s Ten Commandments in her catechism by eliminating the second commandment that forbids image and statue worship and dividing the tenth into two commandments in order to maintain the same number of commandments!  You will learn more about this in the next lesson.

16. During the judgment going on in heaven now, what will be taken away from the Papal horn?   Verse 26.

Answer:  His ________.

17. To whom shall the kingdoms of this world be given to?   Verse 27.

Answer: "to the ________ of the ________ of the most ________."

Note:  Dear friends, Jesus will give the kingdom to you and me if we are faithful to Him!  What a great destiny lies before the people of God!  We must cling to Jesus and obey His word and His word alone.  If we do we will not be deceived as millions are!

12.  According to the prophecy of Revelation 13, the Roman Papacy "beast" has a “mark.”   Will the Roman church attempt to enforce its “mark” through economic means?  Revelation 13:16-17.

Answer:________

13. What does the Papal church of Rome claim is its "mark of authority?"

Answer: Sunday worship!  In a letter written by Cardinal Gibbons chancellor on November 11, 1895, this leading Roman Catholic prelate wrote:   “Of course the Catholic Church claims that the change (from Sabbath to Sunday) was her act.  It could not have been otherwise, as none in those days would have dreamed of doing anything in matters spiritual and ecclesiastical and religious without her.   And the act is a MARK of her ecclesiastical authority in religious things."   Also, recently in Europe, Pope John Paul II called for a “workless Sunday" in Europe, citing Sunday as the "MARK of Christianity"!

14. Did the prophet Daniel predict that the “little horn” (another title for the fallen Papal church) would try to change God’s times and laws?  Daniel 7:25.

Answer:________

Note:  Prophecy said the "little horn" would attempt to change God’s times and laws.   Rome has done it!   How plain the word of God is!   Students of the Bible will not be ignorant of these most important matters!

15. What does the God of heaven say His SIGN or MARK is?  Ezekiel 20:12.   Answer: The  ________.

Note:  The same word that is translated "mark" in Revelation 13 was used in the above verse when it was translated into the Greek language in the Septuagint version of the Old Testament.   In fact, the same Hebrew word translated as "sign" in Ezekiel 20:12 is translated as “mark” in Genesis 4:15!  The Great Whore says that Sunday worship, which comes from ancient Babylonian sun worship, is her “mark” or sign.   Yahweh, the God of heaven says that His sign or mark is the Seventh-day Sabbath.   Which one will you choose to honor and obey?  It is important that you understand that Sunday worship is not NOW the mark of the beast.   It is only when it is enforced by law, and after all have had an opportunity to know the issues involved, that the mark will be put on those who WILLINGLY break God’s Sabbath commandment and honor the false Sabbath of the Roman church otherwise known as the “beast,” the “Great Whore,” or “Babylon the Great”.

16. Where does modern Sunday worship come from?   Let's let D.B. Ray, a Roman Catholic author answer this question from his book The Papal Controversy published in 1892.   The quote below is from page 179 of his book.

Answer:   “From this same Catholic Church you Protestants accepted your Sunday, and that Sunday, as the Lord’s Day, the Roman Catholic Church has handed down as a TRADITION;  and the entire Protestant world has accepted it as tradition, FOR THERE IS NOT AN IOTA OF SCRIPTURE TO ESTABLISH IT! Therefore, that which Protestants have accepted as their rule of faith, inadequate as it of course is, as well as your Sunday, you have accepted on the authority of the Roman Catholic Church.”   Thus the Roman church proudly boasts that it has changed the Sabbath to Sunday, and she laughs at Protestants for obeying her commandment of Sunday worship even though there is “not an iota of Scripture to establish” Sunday worship!   But Rome cannot make such a boast against Seventh-day Adventists!   Here’s what Rome has to say about the TRUE Protestants in this issue!  “The Roman Catholic Church changed the observance of the Sabbath to Sunday by right of the divine, infallible authority given to her by her Founder, Jesus Christ. The Protestant claiming the Bible to be the only guide of faith, has no warrant for observing Sunday.   In this matter, THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST IS THE ONLY CONSISTENT PROTESTANT."   -- The Catholic Universe bulletin, August 14, 1942, page 4.

17.  Is it evident that the "mark of the beast will involve one of the Ten Commandments?  Revelation 14:9-12.

Answer:________

Note:  In verse 12, the Lord contrasts those who “keep the commandments of God” with those who receive the mark of the beast!   This makes it clear that the mark of the beast will involve disobedience to one of the Ten Commandments of God! The only commandment most of the world has been deceived about is the fourth one involving the Seventh-day Sabbath, the ONLY DAY God calls His sign or mark, and the day Rome changed to Sunday which she claims as her MARK!  Look at Revelation 12:9 and 13:3.

18.  Did Jesus warn us against obeying man’s traditions instead of His Father's commandments?  Matthew 15:3 and 9.

Answer:________

19. If we follow the beast and its teachings, who are we really worshipping?  Revelation 13:4.   Answer: The ________

20. Why is this false system of religion so hateful to the Lord?   Revelation 18:24.

Fill in:   “In her was found the ________ of prophets, and of ________, and of all that were ________ upon the earth.”

Note:  Rome has been responsible for the deaths of millions of people killed directly by her or through her influence on the nations of the earth!

21.  Before the end of this world, what message is God giving to those who are still in the churches of Babylon?  Revelation 18:4.

Answer:   "... come ________ of her My ________."

Note:  The great controversy is over obedience to Yahweh and His word versus obedience to the enemy of souls and his counterfeit ways!    The whole world has been led astray, deceived by this false religious system!    You are, right NOW, being privileged to hear the truth about these matters!   All must make a decision regarding this issue.   Although these things must take place, we need not fear if we are in Christ!   Let us always remember that if we cling to Jesus and obey His Word, we shall never be lost, and no one will be able to snatch us from His hand!   The Lord tells us these things, not to frighten us, but to keep us from also being deceived. These truths will be obvious enough to the ones who are interested in doing God’s will!

Note:  The law of circumcision was part of the ceremonial law that pointed forward to Christ. It was ceremonial in nature and included special holy days that were called “sabbaths,” and also contained detailed instructions about sacrifices and oblations. These laws were not part of the Ten Commandments and were never written on the tablets of stone, but were written in the “book of the law.”   See Deuteronomy 31:26.

12. Did Paul make a distinction between the ceremonial law which included circumcision and the moral law of the Ten Commandments which will be in effect forever?  1 Corinthians 7:19.

Answer: ________

Note:  Circumcision, as well as the ceremonies and sacrifices, “the shadows of things to come,” were abolished, nailed to the cross. See Colossians 2:16-17.Jesus was the reality to which these laws pointed.  They were temporary, and now they are no longer needed or useful. God’s changeless MORAL LAW of love embodied in the Ten Commandments is eternal.   The Ten Commandments describes the righteousness we always receive as we believe His New Covenant promises.   See Hebrews 8:10.Never will it be okay to worship idols, use Yahweh’s name in vain, break the Sabbath, disobey our parents, kill, commit adultery, steal, bear false witness, or covet our neighbor’s possessions!

The OLD COVENANT was Israel’s futile promise to obey God’s laws by human effort.  Their failure was immediate and inevitable.   “All that the Lord has spoken, we will do!” they promised.   Obedience to God’s moral law can ONLY be experienced by those who receive the gift of the Holy Spirit through faith in Christ.

13. What is the “love of God”?  1 John 5:3.   Answer:  This is the love of God that we ________ His ________.

14. Because we are saved by “grace” and are no longer “under” the condemnation of the law, does that mean that we are now free to break God’s law and sin?  Romans 6:14-15.

Answer:  ________

Note:  Remember that “sin is the transgression of the law”!

15.  After we have been forgiven, what does Jesus want us to do? John 8:11.   Answer:  Go and _______________.

Note:  Since sin is the “transgression of the law,” what Jesus in essence was saying to the woman He had forgiven was, “Go, and don’t break My Father’s commandments any more!”

That command is still in effect for all who have been forgiven by the merits and atonement of Jesus Christ!  We are to live a life in obedience to God’s commandments!

16.  John 15:10 tells us that Jesus ________ His Father’s ________.

17. If we really “know” Jesus, what will we do?  1 John 2:6.   Answer: ________ as He ________.

Note:  The Christian life is a LIFE OF GODLY LOVE, in JOYFUL OBEDIENCE to God’s commandments.  Its goal of life is to be more like Jesus!  Jesus did not “sin.”   That means that He did not transgress any of His Father’s commandments.  He wants you and me to live in a similar way.   He wants us to be ONE with Him and His Father.

18.  What do we find in Exodus 20:1-20.?   Answer:  The ________.

19.  Who has the “right” to enter into the gates of the “New Jerusalem”?  Revelation 22:14. (KJV).

Answer:  Those who ________ His ________.

20.  What will the “unrighteous” NOT inherit?  1 Corinthians 6:9-10.   Answer:  The ________ of ________.

Note:  Paul mentions at least four of the Ten Commandments in these two verses!  Obviously, he did not believe the relatively modern error that grace nullified the need for obeying God’s moral laws!

21. What did James compare the law of God to?  James 1:23-25.   Answer:   A ________ or a ________.

Note:  A mirror or a looking glass can show us the dirt on our face, but a mirror or looking glass cannot clean the dirt off!   The law of God reveals to us what sin is, but the law can never cleanse us from sin.   Only the blood of Jesus Christ can do that!   (1 John 1:7).  But after we wash our face, we still need the mirror to show us when we get dirty.   We don’t “break” the mirror after we wash our face, do we?   Neither can we safely throw out God’s holy laws!   We still NEED the law to tell us when we have sinned.

22.   Are you willing to let the Holy Spirit write God’s laws in your heart, and allow Him to give you the power and will to lovingly obey these laws?

Answer: ________

Answer: ________

10.  What does the Lord give those who receive His Son as their personal Savior?   John 1:12-13.

Answer:   Power to become a ________ or _______ of God.

11. Did Jesus say it was possible to have your name blotted out from the book of life?   Revelation 3:5.

Answer: ________

Note:  Jesus taught that abiding faith in Him is needed for eternal salvation to be secure.   Being an overcomer over sin is an essential part of being a Christian!   Sin is the transgression of the Law.   See 1 John 3:4.   Obedience to God is not what saves us, but it is a way for us to show that we really do love God!   See John 14:15.

12. What seven things did Peter tell us to add to our faith if we want to be guaranteed that we will not fall short of eternal life?  2 Peter 1:4-11.

Answer: ________, ________, ________, ________, ________, brotherly ________, and _______.

Note:  Peter said that we are to be “diligent to make” our “calling and election SURE.”    He did not teach that we can sit back and say, “I am saved, and I can never be lost!”    Such ideas were never mentioned by the men of God!    See also Philippians 2:12.

13.  What did Paul say happened to the faith of some who did not maintain a “good conscience” and who did not hold on to their faith?   1 Timothy 1:19.

Answer:  Their faith, like a sea going vessel was "________."

Note:  A ship that is wrecked does not make it safely to the dock!    Likewise, a person whose faith is shipwrecked will not make it safely to the heavenly shore!

14. What did Jesus say would happen to the person who does not abide in Him?   John 15:6.

Answer:   He will be ________ as a branch, and ________ into the ________, where he will be ________.

Note:  A person cannot become part of the True Vine (Jesus) unless He receives Jesus as Lord and Savior!   So Jesus is talking here about those who were once with Him, but who depart from Him!   Their fate is plain, they will wither and dry up -- good only for the fire like dead branches would be!   Verse 3 makes it plain that the people Jesus was talking to had become clean by the word of God!   The Savior taught that believers must continue to abide in Him.   Jesus did not teach once saved, always saved!

15.  Who did Jesus say would receive the “crown” of eternal life?   Revelation 2:10.

Answer:   To those who are ________ unto ________.

Note:  Why would they have to be full of faith until the day of their death in order to receive the crown of eternal life, if their salvation could not be lost if they were unfaithful?   My, how clear the Word of God is!   It is too bad that so many believe what others say instead of letting the Lord's Word instruct them!   Believe God’s word!

16. What did the Lord say would happen to a “righteous” man if he turns away from righteousness and commits “iniquity”?   Ezekiel 18:24.

Answer:  He will ________ in his ________.

17.  What did Paul advise those who think that they are standing tall in the Lord?   1 Corinthians 10:12.

Answer:  They should take heed lest they ________.

18.  What ten sins did Paul warn believers to stay away from, and not allow themselves to be deceived into thinking they could be saved while committing these sins?  1 Corinthians 6:9-11.

Answer:  ________, ________, ________, effeminate (transvestites), ________ of themselves with ________, _________, ________, ________, revilers, __________, shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

Note:  Paul was not talking to non-believers here!   He was talking to those who were “washed” and “sanctified” by the “Spirit of our God!”   See verse 11 for proof.   He was warning Christians not to  be deceived by those who say “It’s okay to commit these sins.    You can never be lost once you are saved!”   I wonder what Paul would say today to the ministers who teach this unbiblical and sin friendly message?
13.  To maintain good health, what kind of "heart" (outlook) should we have?  Proverbs 17:22.   Answer:   A ________ one.

14.  Does the Bible counsel us against eating too much sugar and sweets?  Proverbs 25:16,27.   Answer:________

15.   Many times the ‘curse’ of sickness comes upon us.   Does this curse come without a cause?  Proverbs 26:2.

Answer:________

Note:  The curse without cause does not come!  Many times we are sick because we neglect the light we have been given about health.  By ignoring God's laws of health, we cause the curse of sickness to come upon us!  We will always reap what we sow.

16.   If we want ‘sweet’ sleep, what kind of men and women should we be?  Ecclesiastes 5:12.   Answer:________ ones.

Note:  Exercise is one of the most important laws of good health.  Today, with so many people living sedentary lifestyles, exercise is even more important than it was in times past.   In fact, exercise is one of the eight natural laws of good health.   To remember these eight laws, just remember the acronym NEWSTART. Each letter of this acronym stands for one of the good health laws.   Let's briefly review them.

N - stands for NUTRITION.  It is vital for us to eat the proper foods to stay healthy.   Just as a car needs quality gasoline to run efficiently and at peak, so our body needs good food to operate properly.   It is every Christian’s duty to learn what are the best foods for our body temples.

E - stands for EXERCISE.   We must exercise to keep our hearts healthy and strong, our weight and pulse down, and our immune system up!   Lack of proper exercise causes bodily decay and premature death!

W - stands for WATER.   Our body temples are made up of 70% water!   Every bodily function takes place in a liquid medium.   Our brain, which controls all our mental, and physical functions is 80% water!   We need 1 ounce of water for every 2 pounds of body weight each day!

S - stands for SUNLIGHT.   We need to get out in the sun as often as possible.  There are valuable vitamins found in sunlight that our body needs!   Research has determined that ‘after an individual is exposed to ultraviolet light, the neutrophils in his blood are stimulated to eat germs more rapidly.’   For more information about sunlight, read the book Sunlight Could Save Your Life by Dr. R. Kline.

T- stands for TEMPERANCE.   We are instructed in the Bible to be ‘temperate in all things.’   See 1 Corinthians 9:25.   Too much of anything is not good!   If we eat too much, drink too much, sleep too much, exercise too much, we will harm our bodies.   We must use our God given common sense and know our needs and limitations.

A - stands for AIR.   We need to get out in the fresh air during winter and summer.   We ought to breath deeply and get plenty of fresh air into our lungs.   The lungs put oxygen into our bloodstream from the air we breathe.   One can only live a few seconds without air.   Get plenty of it!   We ought to sleep with a window slightly open in our bedrooms each night even in the cold months of the year.

R - stands for REST.   We need to get the proper sleep each night.  Our body rebuilds itself while we sleep.   Study up on the importance of sleep.   You will be amazed at HOW important proper sleep is to your mental and physical health!

T - stands for TRUST IN GOD.   A good relationship with our heavenly Father, His Son our Savior, and the Holy Spirit will give us peace of mind.   We will have freedom from anxiety if we could learn to put our future into the hands of our loving God.  Stress is a great factor in all diseases of the body and there is no better method of coping with stress than prayer, Bible study, and Christian fellowship at church and home!   As we develop our relationship with God we will better handle life’s daily stress!

17.   What about alcohol?   What does the Bible call ‘wine’?  Proverbs 20:1.   Answer: A ________.

18.   Did the Savior accept strong drink even when it would have lessened the intense pain He was suffering by being crucified?  Matthew 27:34.

Answer:________

19.   In Scripture, the word wine was used for both grape juice (wine ‘in the cluster’ of grapes as mentioned in Isaiah 65:8)  and ‘strong drink’ which was juice from fruits of the vine that had become fermented.   How does the Lord instruct us against ‘strong drink’ or fermented wines?  Proverbs 23:31.

Fill in:   ‘Look not thou upon the ________ when it is ________, when it giveth his color in the ________, when it ________ itself aright’.

Note:  The ancient method of fermentation was to bury the fruit juice until it became strong drink.   The bacteria caused it to become acidic and when it was poured it ‘moved itself’ or swirled and bubbled in the cup!   The Bible tells us not even to look at it then, never mind drink it!   Also, we must understand that in Biblical times even ‘strong drink’ had a very low alcohol content when compared to the alcoholic beverages sold today!   Biblical ‘strong drink’ had no more than 12-15% alcohol level.   With modern distillation methods, the alcohol level of some whisky can be as high as 60, 80, or 100 proof!  Even beer has an alcohol level higher than the strong drink of biblical times that God condemned in His word!   Alcohol affects the part of the brain where moral decisions are made.   Even small amounts of alcohol destroy brain cells.   The drinker therefore comes under the condemnation of 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, which says that those who destroy their body temple will themselves be destroyed!

20.   As believers, we are called ‘kings and priests’ in Revelation 1:6.   In Old Testament times, did Yahweh instruct His priests never to bring intoxicating beverages into the temple at the risk of death?  Leviticus 10:9-10.

Answer:________

Note:  The tabernacle today is our bodies.   We are ‘living temples,’  and as such, are much more valuable in God’s sight than temples made of wood or stone!   Since we are ‘kings and priests,’ we are under obligation not to defile our body temples with alcoholic beverages!

21.  Do you believe that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit and that you should care for it by abstaining from harmful habits and substances and from foods which God has pronounced ‘unclean’?

Answer:________

and of righteousness, and of judgment so that we can ask for forgiveness and power to be more than conquerors through Jesus Christ!

6. When the Holy Spirit was working on Peter’s heart at the lake, and Jesus came close to him, what did Peter say? Luke 5:8.

Answer:   “________ from me, for I am a _________ man, O Lord.”

Note:  Peter really didn’t want Jesus to leave Him!   He just felt his sinfulness in the presence of the Lord of Glory!   This is the work of God’s convicting Spirit! Jesus knows we all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God!   But He loves us anyway, and He is ready to forgive us!

Have you followed a wrong course in the past?   Are you presently following one?   Has God’s Holy Spirit been working on your conscience?   Ask the Lord to forgive you!   He will, you know, and He will give you power to gain the victory!

7.   What did Jesus say He would give us power to become? John 1:12.

Answer:   The ________ of ________.

Note:  The right response is to obey God’s Word and His law!  Let’s not let traditions of the past, or anything else cause us to turn away from Jesus!  He convicts us only to save us! If we follow God’s Word we will never go wrong!

The devil is also at work at the same time the Holy Spirit is!   He wants to stop you from studying your Bible, and from discovering all of God’s truth!   Don’t let him do this to you!   Keep studying God’s Word.   The Holy Spirit will let you recognize and discern what is truth and what is error! See John 16:13.

8.   Why were the Pharisees afraid to leave their comfortable synagogues and follow Jesus? John 12:42-43.

Answer:   Because they ________ the ________ of men more than the ________ of ________.

Note:  Even though God’s Spirit convicts us as to what we should do, we still have to choose to act upon our convictions for the Lord!   The Pharisees chose the easy way, and worried more about what their fellow church members thought than what God thought!   By God’s grace, may that never be said of us!

9.   Does the Bible say that light (truth) will grow brighter and brighter as the world draws closer to the perfect day of the Lord’s appearing and the setting up of His kingdom? Proverbs 4:18.

Answer:________

Note:  You are learning truths that perhaps none of your ancestors have studied!   The truth of God advances more and more as we near the day of the Lord!   That is why it is so important to let the Holy Spirit working through the Word of God show us the truth for the days we live in!

10.   What did the Publican say when the Spirit of God convicted him of his sin? Luke 18:13.

Answer:   "God, be ________ to me, a _________."

Note:  The Publican was convicted of his sins (his breaking of God’s law! See 1 John 3:4.)    He asked the Lord to have mercy on him.   The Pharisee in the story was satisfied with his religion, and the Lord’s Spirit could not convict him because of his self-righteousness.   Jesus said that the publican, the one whose conscience was tender to the convicting power of the Holy Spirit, was the one who went home “justified”!   See verse 14 of the chapter.

11.   Are you willing to be open to the leading of the Holy Spirit and to the convictions He places on your heart?

Answer:________
commands anyone to keep Sunday holy!  But there are literally scores of verses commanding us to observe the seventh-day Sabbath!

11.  Did those who loved and followed Jesus observe the Sabbath even after His death?  Luke 23:50-56.

Answer:________

Note:  From this text of Scripture, it is plain that these women who loved and followed Jesus and who knew what He taught, kept the seventh-day Sabbath carefully, not even anointing their Master’s dead body on the Sabbath day!  Surely they would have obeyed Jesus if He taught that after His death they did not need to keep the seventh-day Sabbath as some teach today!

12.  What does Ezekiel 20:12 tell us the Sabbath is?

Answer:  It is a ________ between us and the ________.   It shows that we recognize God as the One who ________ us!

Note:  It is plain that the Sabbath is a sign of true sanctification, as the only way we can be sanctified is through the righteousness of Christ.  The writer of Hebrews says the Sabbath is a sign of our resting by faith in Christ’s finished work.  Hebrews 4:1-4 & 9-10. Joy in keeping His commandments of love, including the fourth, is the fruit of this faith.  Revelation 14:12.In Christ, we are all new creatures!   2 Corinthians 5:17.Thus, the Sabbath is a sign of the Creator’s re-creation of the human heart at conversion!

13.  In order to be a commandment keeping person, how many of the Ten Commandments must I be keeping?  James 2:10-12.

Answer: ________

Note:  James wrote this epistle in approximately 50 A.D., some nineteen years after Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension.  He still believed that the Ten Commandments were binding upon all men!  Notice also that we will be “judged” by the Ten Commandments!  James called them the “law of liberty,” and not a "yoke of bondage" as the false teachers claim the Ten Commandments are.  It is the lawbreaker who goes to prison and is put in bondage, not the law keeper!   Also, we must observe all ten of the commandments.  Nine tenths of obedience is not obedience at all!

14.  Were there other “ceremonial” sabbaths that were not part of the Ten Commandments?  Leviticus 23:24-32 and 37.

Answer:________

15.  Were there to be sacrificial offerings made on these ceremonial sabbaths?  Verse 37.   Answer:________

Note:  On these ceremonial “sabbaths” sacrifices were offered for sins.  When Jesus died on the cross, the temple curtain was ripped from top to bottom by an angel's hand to show that in heaven's sight, earthly sacrifices were to cease.   Jesus, the true "Lamb of God" had died on the cross!  See Matthew 27:51 at this time.  After Jesus’ death, all the ceremonial sabbaths and laws that pertained to sacrifice and offerings came to an end.  It is these ceremonial sabbaths that were a “shadow” of the cross, and hence are now done away with!   In Leviticus 23:37-38, it makes very plain the distinction between the ceremonial sabbaths and the “Sabbaths of the Lord.”  The seventh-day Sabbath existed before sin entered the world.  The seventh-day Sabbath is not a “shadow” of the cross!   The seventh-day Sabbath was a memorial of creation and will be observed even in the new earth as we have already learned.  Be careful that no one deceives you on this point!  Some take verses such as Colossians 2 and “twist” the meaning to excuse their Sabbath breaking!

16.   Did Peter warn us about those who would take Paul’s writings about the law and “twist” them to their own destruction?  2 Peter 3:15-17.

Answer:________

Note:  The only way that the seventh-day Sabbath could be done away with is that another God more powerful than Yahweh would have to come along, destroy the entire universe, create a new one, and give another day in memorial of his creation!  But friends, there is no other God!  As long as the universe exists the seventh-day Sabbath will be observed!

17.  What did Daniel say the false religious power known as the “Little Horn” would try to do?  Daniel 7:25.

Answer:  Seek to ________ and ________.

Note:  This is exactly how Sunday, the holy day of ancient sun worship, came into the Christian religion!  We will learn more about this in a future lesson!

18.  What does Romans 6:16 tell us?   Answer:  The one we ________ is the one we are a _________ of.

Note:  If the devil can succeed in causing you to habitually break one of God’s commandments, he knows that you will become his slave!  This is why he went to great lengths to cause Adam and Eve to disobey God in one point.  By doing that, they became “guilty of all” and the devil’s slaves!  This is why the devil is angry at those who keep God’s commandments!  See Revelation 12:17. The “remnant” church serves Yahweh and obeys His commandments, and not Satan’s!

19.  Today, are you willing to make a decision to keep the seventh-day Sabbath (Saturday) and all of the Ten Commandments, the sign of righteousness by faith?

Answer:________

Answer:  They went to the ________, where ________ was wont to be made, and they ________ down and ________ to the women who were gathered there.

Note:  Paul and Silas went out in nature on the Sabbath and witnessed for their Lord!  They went to meet in public worship and had fellowship with other believers.  The Sabbath is a time for such things!

10.  What did Jesus say was "lawful" to do on the Sabbath days?  Matthew 12:11-12.

Fill in:   “It is lawful to ________ on the Sabbath.”

Note:  Acts of mercy and kindness are right on the Sabbath day.  Helping a stranded motorist would be proper on the Sabbath.  But we must be careful that we do not try to justify ordinary work for pay or unnecessary work on the Sabbath day.  Jesus healed on the Sabbath day because it is right to do acts of mercy on the Sabbath.  Although those in the healing field such as doctors and nurses are to do necessary work on the Sabbath, it is not advisable for any to accept regular scheduled Sabbath employment.  Even doctors and nurses should make every effort to have Sabbaths off so that they can gather together for worship and prayer with the people of God.  A white uniform does not automatically give anyone a license to ignore the Sabbath command!  No Sabbath keeping Christian should have to work on the Sabbath if there are others who do not honor the Sabbath who could work in their place.  The Lord will make it possible for us to keep the Sabbath holy if we will but stand firm regarding this matter!

11. What did Yahweh command His people to do on the Sabbath day?  Leviticus 23:3.

Answer:   They were to have a holy ________ on the Sabbath day.

Note:  The word “convocation” means  "a group of people assembled by summons.”   God summons us to meet with Him on the Sabbath day!  In ancient Israel, He did not give permission for anyone to be absent, and this biblical principle still holds good today!

12.  What did both Jewish and Gentile converts to Christianity do on the Sabbath in Paul’s day?  Acts 13:44.

Fill In:  They ________ to ________ the ________ of God.

Note:  This is one of the main reasons we go to church on the Sabbath day, to fellowship together and hear the Word of God preached!   Faith cometh by hearing.   See Romans 10:17.    If we are not with God’s people on the Sabbath to hear the Word of God,  we do not receive added measures of faith.  There is a special blessing that is received only when we meet together as the Lord commands!

13.  What will those who honor the Sabbath “ride” on?  Isaiah 58:13-14.   Answer:  The ________ of the earth.

Note:  Those who really know the Savior and their heavenly Father and have received of the Holy Spirit will have a HIGH TIME on the Sabbath day!  They will enter into a special Sabbath day experience when their family will spiritually join with the Family in heaven!  The cares of every day life will be set aside and a special appointment with the King of Kings will be kept.  Those who love Yahweh and His Son our Savior and savor the Holy Spirit’s blessing will love to spend time with Them on the holy Sabbath day!   There are many things we can do on the Sabbath day that will help to make it a special delight for the whole family.  Special Sabbath day deserts can be made for the family.  Christian videos can be shown in the afternoon or evening.  Children enjoy nature walks with other children.  This offers a great opportunity to fellowship with other church families.  Visiting friends and family members or those who perhaps never get visitors (nursing home residents, etc.) also helps make the Sabbath a delight!  There are lots of things that we can do on the Sabbath that will make the day a real delight for us, our loved ones, and for others.  The sky’s the limit if you think about it a little!

14.  What did the Lord say would be the punishment for those who willingly “profaned” the Sabbath day?  Exodus 31:14.

Answer: ________

Note:  It is a serious matter to break any one of God’s commandments.    “Sin is the transgression of the law.”   1 John 3:4.   The wages of sin is still death!   Let us remember not only to keep the Sabbath day holy, but by His power obey ALL His commandments!

15.  What time of day on Friday should we begin to “celebrate” the Sabbath?  Leviticus 23:32.

Answer:  From Friday ________ (when the sun sets) until Sabbath (Saturday) ________ when the sun sets.

Note:  The Lord tells us that in God’s reckoning, evening is the first part of the day, not sunrise as the world observes it today!  See Genesis 1:5 and 8 .  The Sabbath begins on Friday sundown and ends at sundown Saturday.  See also Mark 1:32 and Luke 4:40 .  These 24 hours are holy, sacred time!

16.  What does Leviticus 23:32. say we should do from “even unto even”?   Answer:  ________ your Sabbath.

Note:  We are to “celebrate” the Sabbath day!   It is not to be a day of gloom and misery!   “The JOY of the Lord is our strength.”   Nehemiah 8:10.   Any time spent in the Savior’s presence is joyful time for those who know Him as Lord and Savior!

17.  What is the title of Psalm 92?   Answer:  "A ________ for the ________ day."

Note:  This Psalm begins with the words “It is a GOOD THING to give thanks unto Yahweh.”  The Sabbath is a time to return thanks unto our heavenly Father for all He has done and IS doing for us!    With song and praise we are to come close to the Lord every day and especially on the Sabbath day!   The Sabbath is also a time for special family worships.  Special times around the family altar where special stories are read to the little ones, or Scripture is read together with each family member taking turns reading a verse, singing together, etc.  This will long be remembered throughout life and serve as an anchor for the soul!

18.   Are you willing to make special plans to truly enter into the Sabbath day experience?   Answer:  ________

14.  With whom does the judgment begin?  1 Peter 4:17.   Answer:  With the ________ of God.

Note:  As the books of record are opened in the judgment, the lives of all who have believed on Jesus come in review before God. Beginning with those who first lived on the earth, our Advocate presents the cases of each successive generation, and closes with the living.  Every name is mentioned, every case closely investigated.  Names are accepted, names rejected!

15.  Did the judgment take place at the cross in 31 A.D., as some say, or was it to come at some future TIME that was to be appointed by God?  Acts 24:25 and Acts 17:31.

Answer:   At some time ________ to Paul’s day.

Note:  The books of Acts and Romans were written long after the death and resurrection of Jesus.  Yet Paul referred to judgment "to come."  He knew that the Lord had appointed a day for the judgment to begin, and that that day was future to his time!  We have seen that it did begin future to Paul’s day, and that it began in 1844 A.D.!  Since then, everyone who has professed the name of the Lord either has been (as is the case of those who sleep in Jesus), or will be (those who are yet alive) investigated to determine if their profession was a true one and a steadfast one until the end of their lives.  Everyone must stand before the judgment seat of Christ!

16.  How can we tell that the church at the end of time will know when the judgment began?  Revelation 14:6-7.

Answer:   The three angels mentioned in Revelation 14:6-7 represent the messages that the "remnant" church preaches to the world. Notice that the remnant church tells the world that ‘the hour of His judgment is come.’   In order for the true church in the end of time to tell the world that the ‘hour’ or time of judgment has come, does it not make sense that they must know when judgment began?

17.  Is there New Testament proof that an investigation will take place of those who have answered the gospel call and who claim to be believers?  Matthew 22:10-14.

Answer:  ________

Note:  This parable about the wedding guests refers to all who have accepted the Father’s invitation to the marriage supper of the Lamb!  Notice that the King comes to ‘see’ the guests.  See verse 11.   The word translated ‘see’ in verse 11 is the Greek word theaomai which means to ‘look closely at’ or ‘investigate’!   The King looks to see if each guest has on the wedding garment that the King freely provided for each guest.   This garment represents the righteousness of Christ.   During the ancient Day of Atonement, the people who did not ‘afflict’ their souls were cut off.   See Leviticus 23:27-29.   Now how would heaven know who was afflicting their souls or not unless an investigation or examination of each heart was made? Those who have a profession that they are Christians, and who have asked that their sins be forgiven, and who have been baptized, will still have their characters examined in the investigative judgment to see if Christ is indeed living in them, and if they have on the wedding garment of His righteousness! See Revelation 19:8.

18.  Will those who have Jesus as their personal Savior, and who are abiding in Him have anything to fear in the judgment?  1 John 4:16-18.

Answer: ________

Note:  The Bible says that ‘perfect love casts out all fear.’  Those who know and obey Yahweh and His Son Jesus, have nothing to fear when their name comes before the judgment seat!  Praise our heavenly Father for His mercy and forgiveness!  See John 3:17-21.

19. When the investigative phase of the judgment is over, what command will be issued from the heavenly sanctuary?  Revelation 22:11.

Fill in:   ‘He that is ________ let him be ________ still, and he which is ________, let him be ________ still; and he that is ________, let him be ________ still, and he that is ________ let him be ________ still.’

Note:  This command will forever close man’s probation!  The cases of all will be decided when Jesus finishes His work as Priest in the heavenly sanctuary.  The verse also indicates that heavenly records will be consulted because every man is judged according to his ‘work’ or actions!   Notice also that when Jesus returns, His ‘reward’ is with Him!  This proves that it must have been determined BEFORE His return!  This is what the investigative judgment is all about!

20.  On the Day of Atonement, how many goats was the high priest to bring into the sanctuary?  Leviticus 16:5-7.

Answer:  ________

21 .  After determining which goat was to represent the Lord’s sacrifice that would die for the people’s sins, what was the other goat (the one that was not chosen as the Lord's) called?  verse 8.

Answer:  The ________.

Note:  The word translated ‘scapegoat’ here is the Hebrew word Azazel and was commonly understood by the Israelites to represent Satan, the adversary!

22.  After the Lord’s goat was offered as a sin offering, what was done with the scapegoat?  Leviticus 16:21.

Fill in:  "And Aaron shall lay both his ________ upon the head of the live goat, and  over him ________ the ________ of the children of Israel, and all their ________ in all their ________, putting them upon the ________ of the ________, and shall send him ________ by the hand of a ________ man into the _________."

Note:  This goat called the "scapegoat" represented Satan.  He is the one who really is responsible for all the sins of God’s children!   Jesus died to pay the penalty for our sins.  He was Yahweh’s sin offering.  He became sin for us.  But when the work of atonement is over, the sins will be placed on their originator -- the devil!  Jesus became sin for us, but He will not be sin for all eternity!  Ultimately the devil will be punished for the sins he caused to be committed.  The scapegoat was to be sent away into the wilderness never more to return.  As we learned in our lesson on the Millennium, after Jesus returns, Satan will be chained to the desolated wilderness remains of the earth.  He will roam it for 1000 years to see the utter ruin his rebellion has caused.  Jesus is the "fit" Man who will place the responsibility for sin on the head of the devil!  The devil will never be allowed to return to tempt the Israel of God, but will himself be destroyed! See Ezekiel 29:12-19.  

6.  What is our body?  1 Corinthians 6:19.

Answer:   The ________ of the ________ _________.

7.  What are we supposed to do with our bodies?  Verse 20.   Answer:  ________ God.
Note:  What a brazen sin it would be to enter a church and perform a lewd, sinful act right on the altar where Yahweh, the great and Holy One is worshipped!  Yet, when men and women use their bodies for immorality, they are committing a greater act of desecration!  In fact, 1 Corinthians 6:15 tells us that when we sin with our bodies, we are making Christ a part of our immorality!

8.  What is the body NOT FOR?  1 Corinthians 8:13.   Answer:  ________

9.  What will happen to those people who continue to use their bodies for either adultery, fornication, perverted acts, etc.  Corinthians 3:17-18.

Answer:  They will be ________!

Note:  As was already mentioned, sexual intercourse is reserved by God for the marriage relationship between a man and a woman.  It is a beautiful, fulfilling, deep expression of true love that is blessed and ordained by God.  Without the benefit of marriage before God and before witnesses, the act of sexual intercourse is a sin even if the two engaging in this act feel that they love one another!  And when the act is done merely for gratification, the beauty and significance of this God-ordained intimacy is lost and the act is reduced to the animal level!

10.  What will the Lord do to fornicators and adulterers?  Hebrews 13:4.   Answer:  ________ them.

Note:  In God’s sight there is no such thing as ‘casual sex.’  He takes the act very seriously!  Only true repentance, and a turning away from the sins of fornication, adultery, and all immorality will lead to forgiveness!

11.  Will adulterers and fornicators enter the kingdom of God?  Galatians 5:19-21.   Answer:  ________

12.  What will those who give themselves over to fornication and immorality suffer?  Jude 7.

Answer:  the vengeance of ________.

13.  What is God's will regarding fornication?  1 Thessalonians 4:3.   Answer:  That we ________ from it.

Note:  ABSTAIN means choosing not to take part in this sin!  The Lord will give all who desire it power to be victorious over every kind of immorality!   See 1 Corinthians 10:13.

14.  Does the Bible even tell us not to be friends with, or hang around those who commit fornication?  1 Corinthians 5:11.

Answer:  _________

Note:  Virginity is not something to be ashamed of as the devil would have many believe!  It is something to be cherished until marriage and once lost, can never be regained!  Many are throwing away their purity and innocence haphazardly!  It is a precious thing in God’s sight, and in the sight of His people.   In order to ‘flee fornication’ and sexual immorality, it is necessary to avoid friends who think lightly of this sin.  We should avoid music, television programs, and movies that exalt this sin or encourage it.  Sin is NEVER fun in God’s sight and unrepented of, will most assuredly lead to perdition!   Young and old alike should be wise enough to avoid ‘setting themselves up’ by being alone with others of the opposite sex in intimate situations.  Unmarried persons should avoid ‘petting,’ ‘French kissing,’ or any other kind of sexual contact.  These things are intimate preliminaries to the act of intercourse in marriage.  It is not normal boyfriend and girlfriend stuff regardless what the media says!  We are not to trust our lower nature!

15.  When "lust" is conceived, what will it ultimately lead to?  James 1:14-18.   Answer: ________  and ________.

Note: Men and woman should not seek to ‘entice’ the opposite sex by the way they act, dress, etc.

16.  If we have been guilty of this sin, what promise do we have if we confess and forsake it?  1 John 1:9.

Answer:  The Lord will ________  us!

17.  Mary Magdalene was an adulteress.  Jesus forgave her.  But what did He also tell her to do?  John 8:11.

Answer:  Go and ________ no more!

Note: May that be our experience by the power of God!  Only Jesus can give us this power.  If you don’t know Him yet, why not pray right now to accept Him into your life as Lord and Savior?

Answer:  He will open the ________ of heaven and give us ________ in such amounts that we will ________ have ________ enough to ________ them!

Note:  Our Father in heaven tells us to "prove" Him regarding this matter.  He asks us to put Him to the test and see if He will not keep His promise to us!

11.  Did Jesus remind us that there are more important things than tithe but that tithe paying should not be left undone?  Matthew 23:23.

Answer: ________

12.  If we put the Lord FIRST, what will be provided to us? Matthew 6:33.    Answer:  ________ else.

13.  If we do not support the Lord’s cause and put the money to our own use it will be like putting money into what kind of bag? Haggai 1:4-9.

Answer:  One with ________ in it.

Note:  The Lord cannot bless a selfish and ungrateful heart.  This world is passing away and the only thing that will remain of our money is what we have used of it to spread the everlasting gospel to others.  The souls saved because of our financial support will live forever in the paradise of God!  What better investment could we make?

14. Where is the best place to build a bank account?  Luke 12:33-34.   Answer:  In ________.

15.  If we use any of the Lord’s tithes (misappropriate His money), what should we add to the amount we need to pay?  Leviticus 27:31.

Answer:  We are to add a ________ which is ________ percent.

Note:  We are not to use the tithe for any other purpose.  If we have done this, we are to repent and also add 20% more to it.  This does not mean that the Lord requires us to do the impossible and pay all the money from before we were converted and knew about the tithe system or to repay what perhaps we have not properly given in years past.  He is merciful to us.  But now that we know He expects us to be faithful stewards of what He gives us!

16.  Because we are living in a sinful world, what does the Lord tell us to do concerning our time?  Ephesians 5:16.

Answer:  ________ it.

Note:  Besides one tenth of our finances, we ought to devote some of our time to the Lord’s cause.  He needs us more than our money. God’s church needs PEOPLE power!

17.  What is one of the main reasons the Holy Spirit gives us power for?  Acts 1:8.

Answer:  So that we might be a ________ for Jesus.

Note:  Sharing our faith takes time that we must set aside for this activity.  Witnessing is essential if we are to maintain our faith. Every Christian should be involved regularly in giving Bible studies or some other soul saving activity.

18.  What does the Lord want to make us?  Matthew 4:19.   Answer: ________  of men.

Note:  It takes some time to be a witness for Jesus.  There are 168 hours in a week.  Most people spend on the average approximately 56 hours sleeping, 40 hours working, 20 hours eating, 14 hours driving and shopping.  Give or take a few hours, that leaves approximately 36 hours for ourselves and our family in a week. Can we not give the Lord one tenth of this free time and spend a few hours a week doing the Lord’s work?

19.  If we spend some time going forth with tears of concern sharing Bible studies with others and planting the seeds of truth in their hearts, we will doubtless return with what?  Psalm 126:5-6.
Answer:  ________, bringing the _________ with us.

Note:  The “sheaves” are people won to Jesus for eternity!  They represent friends, family and neighbors that you helped save!  There is no more important work on earth than the work of sharing the gospel with others!  Think what it did for you!  Won't you begin today to let the Lord use you to win others to Him?

20.  What did Jesus command the formerly demon-possessed man whom He had set free to do?  Luke 8:38-40.
Answer:  Return to his ________ and ________ his family what great things God had done for ________.

Note:  That’s what we are to do also!  Our church has a Gospel workers training program that will teach you how to share Bible truths with others in an enjoyable way.  Ask the person sharing these Bible lessons with you about the program.  Maybe you can be in the next class!

21.  Do you love the Lord enough to be willing to become a faithful steward of your time and money?

Answer:  ________

7.  Does Jesus promise a blessing on those who put Him above all others?  Luke 18:29-30.

Answer:________

Note:  At church we hear testimonies that encourage us in our Christian walk.  We need this.  If we neglect it, we endanger ourselves.  If we allow him to, the devil will offer us a thousand and one excuses for not attending church!  But God’s Word tells us not to forsake the gathering of ourselves together!

There are three VITAL things that are needed to be an overcomer in faith.  These three things are PRAYER, BIBLE STUDY, and CHURCH FELLOWSHIP.  If we neglect ANY ONE of these three essentials, we will NOT have the joyful and victorious Christian experience Jesus intends us to have!

8.  What is the church called in Colossians 1:24?

Answer:  The ________ of Christ.

Note:  A baptized, born again church member is part of the BODY of Christ.  A part of any body ceases to live when separated from the rest of the body!  If you have several red hot coals burning in a fireplace, and you take one out and place it by itself, it will go out and grow cold!  In the same way, if you separate yourself from the Lord’s church by not attending prayer meeting and worship services, your spiritual light will surely go out in darkness, and you will grow cold in the things of God!

9.  What is the church the “pillar and ground” of?  1 Timothy 3:15.

Answer:  The ________.

Note:  We are to attend the church that preaches and teaches the TRUTH!  This means it must be a church that preaches Jesus, for He is the truth.  John 14:6. It also must be a church that teaches obedience to God’s laws, for His law is the TRUTH.  See Psalm 119:142. It must also be a church that preaches ALL the Word of God, for His Word is also the TRUTH!  See John 17:17.

10.  Who should we take to church with us regularly?  Matthew 19:14.

Answer:  Our ________.

Note:  It is at church that your children learn about Jesus.  They will be at Sabbath School with those of their own age level and be taught by dedicated Christian teachers who love Jesus and His word and love your children too!  Family worship at home IS important, but it cannot replace the group dynamics of church Sabbath school classes and worship services.  Your children need this too!

11.  How does God “manifest” His Word to us?  Titus 1:3.

Answer:  Through ________.

Note:  If you are not in church when the Word is preached, then it cannot be manifested to you as God planned for your benefit!

12.  What does the Lord do for those who believe the things that are preached?  1 Corinthians 1:21.

Answer:   He ________ them.

Note:  If you want to help the Lord convert someone, then encourage that person to attend church.  It pleases God to use the “foolishness” of preaching to save souls!

13.  In his book, the prophet Joel warns us about being ready for the great day of the Lord's return.  What does the Lord instruct His people to do when this time draws near?  Joel 2:15-16.

Fill in:   “Blow the ________ in Zion, sanctify a ________, call a ________ assembly; gather the ________, sanctify the ________, assemble the ________, gather the ________, and those that ________ the ________; let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet.”

Note:  Yahweh calls His people to meet in prayer and fellowship to prepare for His Son's return!  That is another important reason to “gather” together, to call the “elders” and to bring the “children”!  We learn about God in church.  We are moved by the Spirit in church.  We and our children are baptized in church. We need the church of God!

14.  Are you willing to make an effort to be at church as often as possible to meet with God’s people?

Answer:  ________

Note:  Our bodies will be changed “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.”  This mortal body will be changed into immortality and made like the body of the resurrected Jesus!  See 1 Corinthians 15:51-55.

12.  Will people still know us in paradise?   1 Corinthians 13:12.   Answer:  ________

Note:  We shall know others and they will know us!  Think of all the loved ones and the saved of all ages that we will be able to fellowship with throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity! Hallelujah!

13.  What name will all the redeemed call upon and how many languages will there be in the paradise of God?   Zephaniah 3:9.

Answer:  It says a “pure language.”   Also all nations will call upon the name YAHWEH (notice that the word LORD is in capital letters to indicate that the sacred name Yahweh is found here in the original Hebrew version of the Old Testament.)  Some scholars believe that Hebrew will be the universal language we will all one day speak fluently.  But whatever the language, we will love to call upon the name of our God and praise Him for the goodness He shows us!

14.  Will there be any sin going on in paradise and will we have anything to be afraid of?   Zephaniah 3:13 and Nahum 1:9.

Answer: ________

15.  Will there be any wars there?   Micah 4:3.   Answer: ________

16.  Will we have gardens there?   Micah 4:4.   Answer: ________

17.  Will we build houses in paradise?   Ezekiel 28:26.   Answer: ________

Note:  Jesus said that He was building “mansions” for us!  See John 14:1-3.  Perhaps this will be our "city home" while we also build beautiful country homes in the glorious new earth!  See also Isaiah 65:21.

18.  Will anyone hurt or destroy in God’s kingdom?   Isaiah 65:24-25.   Answer: ________

Note:  No one will cause others pain or sorrow like we see today!  Man's inhumanity to man will be a thing of the past!  See also Isaiah 60:18.

19.  What will be forever upon the heads of the righteous in the paradise of God?  Isaiah 51:11.

Answer:  everlasting ________.

20.  Will there be any blind, deaf, or crippled people in the New earth?   Isaiah 35:5-10.   Answer: ________

21.  Will anyone ever get sick in the paradise of God?   Isaiah 33:24.   Answer:  ________

Note:  No more cancer, AIDS, TB, heart disease, diabetes, or any other disease!  O Praise the Lord for His goodness to us!

22.  What day will we all come before the Lord and worship Him on?  Isaiah 66:22-23.   Answer:  The ________ day.

Note:  In the new earth “all flesh” will know true doctrine and keep the Seventh-day Sabbath!  This shows that the Sabbath has not been done away with!  See also Isaiah 29:24.  All the saved will at last learn the truth about the law of God and the other doctrines taught in the Word of God!

23.  Will there be “children” in the New Jerusalem?   Zechariah 8:3-6.   Answer: ________

Note:  All the millions of children and infants who were aborted or who died before the age of reason will no doubt be in the new Jerusalem!  They will “play in the streets thereof!”  These millions of children will be raised by Godly inhabitants of a perfect world and they will grow in the fear and admonition of the Lord to be adults who are happy, holy and full of joy!

Let’s close this lesson with the following quote from the pen of Ellen White.  This is found in The Great Controversy, page 674.

"I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away.  Revelation 21:1.  The fire that consumes the wicked purifies the earth.  Every trace of the curse is swept away.  No eternally burning hell will keep before the ransomed the fearful consequences of sin.  One reminder alone remains: Our Redeemer will ever bear the marks of His crucifixion.  Upon His wounded head, upon His side, His hands and feet, are the only traces of the cruel work that sin has wrought ... and the tokens of His humiliation are His highest honor; through the eternal ages the wounds of Calvary will show forth His praise and declare His power."

24.  Is it your desire to be ready to live with Jesus for eternity?   Answer:  ________

“Through the drama, Satan has worked for ages to excite passion and glorify vice.” -- The Adventist Home, p. 515.

Yahweh destroyed those living before the great flood because they were “filled with violence.”   Genesis 6:13.  Today’s television programs, videos, and movies are filled with violence! This is not something Christians should be entertained with!   People, especially children, imitate those whom they feel others admire.  Many of the “stars” of Hollywood, for all practical purposes, dictate the fashion, dress, actions, and even the words of those who are foolish enough to live by what or who is popular rather than by the unchanging holy Word of God!   Polls indicate that many of the leaders in the entertainment industry are atheists, and a surprising number are avowed lesbians and homosexuals!  Because of this fact, many young people are growing up under the media influence of those who do not believe in, honor, love, or follow the God of heaven!  What they watch gives the false, subtle idea that prayer, faith, morality, conversations about Jesus, and other heavenly things are not “cool”!   Vice, impure speech and thoughts, unbridled sex, drugs, dishonesty, mocking, rebellion, blasphemy, and vulgarity is portrayed as the “norm” in much of modern entertainment!  But Bible students will not be deceived about these things!

9.  What did Jesus say about those who were not “with” Him?    Matthew 12:30.   Answer:  They are ________ Him!

Note:  Entertainment that is not for Christ is therefore AGAINST Him!  They are thus of the spirit of antichrist!  There is no neutral ground in the great controversy.  Either you are for the Lord or against Him!

10.  What did Paul say we cannot do?   1 Corinthians 10:21.

Answer:  We cannot ________ the cup of the Lord, and the cup of ________ at the same time!

11.  If we regard iniquity in our heart, what will the Lord do? Psalm 66:18.

Answer:  He will not ________ our ________!

Note:  To regard iniquity in our heart regarding entertainment is to allow ourselves to develop a taste for sinful movies, videos, tapes, CDs, or reading material!  Christians beware!

12.  What will happen to us if we bring abominable or cursed things into our house?   Deuteronomy 7:26.

Answer:  We will become a ________ like it!

Note:  If you already have videos, records, tapes, CDs, or books that are filled with perversions, violence, the occult, or antichrist themes, you need to remove these things from your house and destroy them!

13.  What did those who had these types of materials do with them after they were converted in the days of the apostles?   Acts 19:19.

Answer:  They ________ before all men.

Note:  Whatever causes you to sin, get rid of it!  It is not worth losing heaven over!

14.  If we say that we “know” Jesus, then what should we do?   1 John 2:6.   Answer:   Live as He ________.

Note:  Jesus would not be found with His ears open to hear profanity and blasphemy!  He would not sit open eyed watching immorality, violence, vice, and perversion!  Jesus would not laugh at one person insulting another!  Jesus would not watch music videos, or listen to music that is filled with immorality, perversion, blasphemy, rebellion, and the like!  We are told to “walk as He walked.”   Only He can give us the power to do so, but we must hunger and thirst for righteousness first!

15.  What did David determine NOT to do?   Psalm 101:3-4.

Answer:  Set ________ things before ________, and not ________ a wicked ________.

Note:  The true believer will not set wicked things before his or her eyes by watching entertainment that contains elements that are against the principles of heaven!  He or she will not “esteem” entertainers that espouse things against Yahweh and His ways!

16.  What should we NOT follow the majority to do?   Exodus 23:2.   Answer: ________

17.  What will “evil communications” corrupt?  1 Corinthians 15:33.   Answer:  ________

Note:  The word translated “communications” in this text is the Greek word “homilia” which literally means “companionship.”  To have companionship with what is evil will definitely corrupt the character!  Regarding music, note the following insightful statement found in Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 1, pages 496-497.   “I feel alarmed as I witness everywhere the frivolity of young men and women who profess to believe the truth.  God does not seem to be in their thoughts.  Their minds are filled with nonsense ... They have a keen ear for music, and Satan knows what organs to excite to animate, engross, and charm the mind so that Christ is not desired ... Oh what can I say to lead them to break his power of infatuation!  He (Satan) is a skillful charmer leading them on to perdition.”

18.  Do you desire to follow the principles of God’s word and turn away from all that is contrary to the Lord?

Answer: ________

Note:  The wicked will be burnt up in the lake of fire after the 1000 years we studied about in an earlier lesson.  God will torture no one for ever and ever!  This monstrous idea about God causes many people to reject the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit!   The Godhead is not made up of heavenly ghouls who delight in the screams and torture of their children throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity!  It is terribly painful to the Godhead to have to see any children destroyed.  For this reason our heavenly Father sent His only Son so that “whosoever believeth in Him should not PERISH, but have eternal life.”  John 3:16.

13.  What fate will the wicked suffer?  Matthew 25:46.   Answer: ________

Note:  They suffer “everlasting punishment,” not everlasting “punishing.”  There is an important difference here!  The effects of the punishment are everlasting, not the punishment itself!   Another verse that is often used by some who believe in eternal torture of the wicked is Mark 9:43 through 48, where Jesus speaks of a fire that "is not quenched."  Jesus is there quoting Isaiah 66:24 where it talks about “their worm shall not die; neither shall their fire be quenched.”  But in that verse it says the righteous shall look upon the “carcasses of the men that have transgressed!”  They were not alive screaming in agony!  The fire God sends will not be able to be quenched by anyone until the work of destruction that God has ordained is completed!

14.  What are the wages of sin?  Romans 6:23.   Answer: ________

Note:  Is this not plain?  The wages of sin is DEATH, not an eternal life of torture!  The opposite of eternal life is eternal death or destruction.  Revelation calls it the “second death.”

15.  What will the wicked be punished with?  2 Thessalonians 1:6-11.   (The answer is in verse 9.)    

Answer:  Everlasting ________.

Note:  If I burn up a piece of paper, it has undergone “everlasting destruction”.  It cannot be brought back again.  But that piece of paper will not be burning forever!

16.  What about Revelation 20, verse 10.   Does this not teach that the devil and his angels will be burning forever and ever?

Answer:   No.  First of all, Revelation is written in symbolic language and must be understood that way.  Not all of Revelation can be taken literally.  For example, in Revelation 19:3, it mentions a “great whore.”   But the great whore is not a literal prostitute running around drinking a cup of blood as it says in Revelation 17:6!  The great whore is a representation of the false church as is the “beast” and the “false prophet” mentioned in Revelation 20:10.  There are many representations or symbols used in Revelation that cannot be taken literally such as Satan being a literal “great red dragon,”  Revelation 12:3, or the true church being a literal woman "clothed with the sun" as described in Revelation 12:1.  The “for ever and ever” smoke mentioned in Revelation 19:3 and the “for ever and ever” torment mentioned in Revelation 20:10 must be understood as a symbolic representation of the utter destruction of the enemies of God!  If we took this verse literally, it would contradict all the very plain non-symbolic texts in the Bible that tell us that the wicked will be burned up, destroyed, and turned to ashes!  Besides, in Revelation 21 verse 4, which is not symbolic, but rather a literal pronouncement of God, it states that there will be no “pain” in the new heaven and new earth.  So where then will these millions of people screaming in torment be if the Lord says there will be no pain in the entire universe (which is what “new heaven and new earth” represent)?

17.  How long does it say that Jonah was in the belly of the whale?  Jonah 2:1-6. (The answer is in verse 6.)

Answer: ________

Note:  Notice that Jonah used the term “for ever” as a figure of speech as we might do today.  For example, I might say, "I waited forever to get my new car."   Did I really wait "forever?"   So there are a few instances in the Bible where the term “for ever” cannot be taken literally.  Context and common sense controlled by the Holy Spirit must be used when reading the word of God.   Another example of the symbolic use of the term “for ever” is found in Philemon, verse 15.  This is the same Greek word used in Revelation 20:10 we spoke about earlier.   It also says in Jude 7 that Sodom and Gomorrah suffered the "vengeance of eternal fire."   But these wicked cities are not still burning today!  It is the effects of their punishment that will last eternally!

18.  What does Psalm 37:20 say will happen to the wicked?   Answer:  They will ________.

19.  When did the apostle Paul expect to receive his “crown of righteousness”?   Was it when he died or when Jesus returned?  2 Timothy 4:8.

Answer:  When ________.

20.  Will some burn in the “lake of fire” longer than others?  Luke 12:47-48 and 58-59.   Answer:________

Note:  In the book The Great Controversy, Ellen White wrote the following words describing what the Bible teaches about the destruction of the wicked:  "The wicked receive their recompense in the earth.  Proverbs 11:31.  They ‘shall be as stubble; and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts.’  Some are destroyed in a moment, while others suffer many days.  All are punished ‘according to their deeds.’  The sins of the righteous have been transferred to Satan.  He is made to suffer not only for his own rebellion, but for all the sins which he has caused God’s people to commit.  His punishment is to be far greater than that of those whom he has deceived.  After all have perished who fell by his deceptions, he is still to live and suffer on.  In the cleansing flames, the wicked are at last destroyed, root and branch -- Satan the root, his followers the branches.  The full penalty of the law has been visited; the demands of justice have been met, and heaven and earth, beholding, declare the righteousness of Jehovah (Yahweh)."   p. 673.

21.  Do you know that when Jesus returns you will be given eternal life, and made immortal?   Answer:________

If you' re not sure, why not make sure now by praying the prayer of faith with the person sharing the Word of God with you?

8.  What kind of apparel does the Bible say Christian women should wear?  1 Timothy 2:9

Answer:  "In like manner also, that ________ adorn themselves in ________ apparel, with ________ and ________."

Note:  “Shamefacedness” means “modesty and reserve around men.”  Modest apparel is a part of the ideal God has for the godly woman.

9.  Jesus said if a man looks at a woman to lust after her, he has already committed ________ with her in his ________.   See Matthew 5:28.

Note:  Would a godly woman dress in such a way as to cause a man to sin?  The answer should be a resounding no!

Every profession has its “uniform” that is the official uniform designated by the powers that be.  Mailmen must wear their uniform while on the job:  so must airline employees, policemen, firemen, nurses and doctors, etc.  In the same way the Lord of glory has designated a “uniform” dress for all His followers who are “on the job!”  His uniform dress code is His holy word!  From the Lord’s dress code it seems clear that the parading of bows and ribbons, ruffles and feathers, and gold and silver ornaments and immodest or revealing clothing is wholly inappropriate for the sacred service of God.  Some may have questions about colorful cosmetics.  The use of colorful cosmetics (those that give an unnatural color to the eyes, mouth, or face) is opposed to the modesty and bashfulness the Greek word translated shamefacedness means in 1 Timothy 2:9.  The cosmetic industry dictates what “beauty” is and the standards they set are based on the almighty dollar and not on Almighty God’s Word!  Using some natural appearing make-up to cover blemishes and facial defects is different from wearing colorful cosmetics.  The best way to have a good complexion is to follow the laws of health and get fresh air and exercise.  Plenty of vitamin A, water, exercise, and rest will do what no cosmetics can!

10.  If we love the Lord, what kind of things will we do?  1 John 3:22.

Answer:  Things that will ________ the Lord!

Note:  If we are not ABSOLUTELY SURE that a certain habit or practice of ours, or our dress, is displeasing to our Lord whom we love, we should give Him the benefit of the doubt! We should say, “Lord, I am not sure about this, but if there is any chance that it is displeasing to you, I will discontinue it at once, because I want to do Thy will!”  This kind of faith will be richly rewarded!

11.  What was jewelry associated with in the days of ancient Israel?  Genesis 35:1-4. (answer is in verse 4).

Answer:  The worship of ________.

Note:  This verse makes it clear that in times past, “earrings” were associated with pagan worship and idols!

12.  Because everybody is doing something, does that mean that we must too? Exodus 23:2.

Answer:  ________

13.  In Exodus 35 verse 22, what good use did the people make of their jewelry?

Answer: ________ as an ________.

Note:  This is still a good thing to do with jewelry!  Sell it and give the money as an offering to the Lord to be used in His work!

For many, these teachings about dress, jewelry, and colorful cosmetics may be new and may even seem harsh.  This is because the ways of the world are so different from God’s ways.  Many people dress with ornamentation because they were taught that this is the way to dress and that this is what constitutes beauty and style.  The Lord understands this and He through His word and Spirit leads us to higher ground in the area of dress.  As a loving husband to His bride the church, the Lord has a right to instruct His bride in the kind of dress that pleases Him and that represents Him.  Most people like to dress in a way that pleases their spouse; should we not do the same thing for our loving Savior Jesus?   Jesus gave up all the crown jewels of heaven.  He gave up a glorious crown, a majestic throne, the riches of glory to come down to this world to save you and me.  He wore no jewels or golden chains or bracelets.  There were no rings on His hands that were nailed to the cross.   When they pulled Him around in Pilate’s judgment hall, they had no necklace or chain to grab on to.  They must have pulled Him around by His beard for in a prophecy about Him in Isaiah 50, verse 6 it says:“I gave My back to the smiters, and My cheeks to them that plucked off the hair; I hid not My face from shame and spitting.”   

The lowly Jesus was never decked out with ornaments.  He wore the ornament Peter spoke of:  a meek and quiet spirit which in the sight of God is of a great price!  We know He wore no ornaments or jewelry because when they nailed Him to the cross, He had nothing on for them to gamble for except His garment.

14.  Is it your desire to follow the counsel we have been given by God concerning dress and deportment?

Answer:________

Note:  If we try to save ourselves by our own self-righteousness, we will surely stumble. The law of God was not given for the purpose of saving us but rather to show us how we have sinned and are in need of being saved!  We must be very careful though that we do not fall into the grievous error so prevalent in Christianity today that the Law of God is no longer binding, or that we can ignore it and still be acceptable in God’s sight.  Never forget that transgression of Yahweh’s moral laws is sin, and willful disobedience that is unrepented of will cause the transgressor to forfeit eternal life!  Paul warned us not to be deceived about this matter!   See 1 Corinthians 6:9-10.  God requires holiness from those who have taken the free salvation He has richly provided.  The Savior’s righteousness is never given as license to sin or to live a life of disobedience to God’s law!   The correct relationship between law and grace is the ‘looking glass’ illustration used by the apostle James in chapter 1, verses 22-25 of his epistle.  This was also mentioned in the lesson we did about the law of God.  We look into the mirror of God’s law so that we can see the grime of sin on our faces.  The looking glass however, is not able to clean the dirt of sin off our faces.  We need the “soap” of the blood of Christ to do that! But we are still expected to keep our faces clean after we have washed, therefore, we need to keep the mirror nearby!  We do not break the mirror!  Law and grace go hand in hand in the plan of salvation.

12.  Christ is the "end of the law" for what?  Romans 10:4.   Answer: ________

Note:  The word translated "end" in the above verse is better translated "goal".  The "goal" or "end" purpose of the Ten Commandments is to lead us to the Savior who forgives us of our sins.  In James 5:11, the word "end" is used in the same way and has the same meaning as in the above text.   The Law is designed to show us our sins and lead us to the Savior!

13.  What if we sin AFTER we have received Jesus Christ as our Personal Savior?  1 John 2:1.

Answer:  We need not be discouraged because we have an ________ with the ________, Jesus Christ -- the righteous One.

Note:  God’s will for us is that we stop sinning through the power of the Holy Spirit.  This verse shows us that we can have victory over sin because the Lord gives us power to do His will, and His will is that we "sin not"!  But if we are duped into breaking God’s laws, we have Jesus acting as our “Advocate" or "Lawyer" pleading on our behalf in heaven!  He will forgive us as long as we have true repentance, and He will cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

14.  What is Jesus doing right now in the heavenly Sanctuary?  Hebrews 8:1-3.   

Answer:  He is acting as our ________.

Note:  There is a temple in heaven which the sanctuary of Moses’ time was modeled after. Jesus is still acting as our High Priest in the heavenly sanctuary.  One day His work will cease, and He will return as "King of Kings” and "Lord of Lords"!  At that time it will be too late for those who neglect to put on the robe of Christ’s righteousness!  The time to do that is NOW!

15.  If we "confess” our sin, what will our heavenly High Priest do?  1 John 1:9.

Fill In:  "If we confess our sins, He is ________ and ________ to ________ us our ________ and to ________ us from all ________."

16.  What does the Lord cover us with?  Isaiah 61:10.    

Answer:  His ________ of ________.

17.  What are we “justified” by?  And what are we saved from having to feel? Romans 5:8-9.

Answer:  We are justified by Jesus’ ________, and we are saved from having to feel the ________ of _________.

18.  Where sin "abounds” in our life, what abounds even more to us?  Romans 5:20.    Answer:  God’s ________.

Note:  No matter how sinful your life may have been; if you allow it, God’s grace and forgiveness will "abound” even more because you need it more!  He will totally change your life for the better.  His righteousness is free and available to everyone who calls on His name in sincerity!

19.  Romans 10:10 tells us that with the ________ man believes unto ________ and with the ________ confession is made that results in ________.

20.  Have you accepted Jesus' robe of righteousness to cover your filthy rags?  Do you know that your sins have been forgiven and that you would have eternal life should you die this moment?

Answer: ________

If you answered "yes" to the above question, Praise the Lord!  If you answered "no," why not let your Bible instructor lead you in the simple prayer of faith to receive Christ as your personal Savior right now!  See Romans 10:9 and 1 John 5:12-13.

11.  What is the “testimony of Jesus”?  Revelation 19:10.

Answer:  The "testimony of Jesus" is the ________ of ________.

12.  Who were John’s brethren that had the “testimony of Jesus”?  Revelation 22:9.   Answer:  They were ________.

Note: The true church at the end of time will have among her those who have the “testimony of Jesus.”  In other words, they will have the prophetic gift in the church.  This church that has the testimony of Jesus will also keep all of God’s commandments!   The great “second advent” of the mid-1840s was prophesied of in chapter 10 of the book of Revelation.   Open your Bible to Revelation chapter 10 and let’s look at some important passages of Scripture.  Verses 1 and 2 -- The angel symbolizes a message from heaven involving a “little book” that is “open.”  The “little book” was at one timed sealed, but at the end of time would be opened!  The only book that the Bible says was sealed till the time of the end was the little book of Daniel.  See Daniel 12:4.   The last day message would involve the book of Daniel!  Verses 8 and 9 -- It was commanded that the “little book” should be “eaten” and would taste “sweet” in the mouth, but it would make the belly “bitter.”  In the mid 1800s people all over the world, with no contact with each other, began to study the prophecies of the little book of Daniel.  Many of these students of the Scriptures came to the same conclusion, that is, according to Daniel chapter 8 and verse 14, Jesus would return on October 22, 1844.   They arrived at this date because the prophecy of Daniel 8:14 states that “unto two thousand three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”  Like many students of the Bible living in those days they believed that the earth was the sanctuary mentioned in the prophecy.  Thus, the cleansing of the sanctuary must mean that Jesus would come and cleanse the earth!  In prophecy, a day represents a year.  See Ezekiel 4:6.   Thus, 2300 days must mean 2300 years!  And since the beginning of this prophecy was 457 B.C., then 2300 years later would be 1844 A.D.! (We will study more about this in a future lesson.)  Jesus, they believed, was returning in 1844!  This news was indeed “sweet” in their mouths!   This brought great excitement to the religious world at the time, and the great second advent movement was born!  But when October 22, 1844 had come and gone and Jesus did not return as expected, their “belly” became “bitter,” so to speak!  This became known as the “Great Disappointment of 1844.”  It was an exact fulfillment of Bible prophecy.  From this movement arose the Seventh-day Adventist Church.  It is because of this great second advent movement that most churches today believe in and preach about the imminent return of the Savior!  According to Revelation 10, verse 11, the church was to go from the great disappointment and “prophesy again” to “many peoples, and nations, and tongues and kings.”  In order to “prophesy,” the church would need to have a prophet and the “spirit of prophecy” as mentioned in Revelation 19:10.   Shortly after the great disappointment of 1844, a seventeen-year-old girl by the name of Ellen Harmon (later to become Mrs. Ellen G. White) received her first vision.  Throughout her life she received some 2000 visions.  She wrote 54 published books and recorded over 25 million words of testimony to the church.  Her writings have had all the biblical tests of a true prophet applied to them and in every case they have rung true!  It is recommended that you read some of the writings of Mrs. White and test the writings for yourself.   

Because Seventh-day Adventists follow the health principles shown Ellen White in vision, they live on the average 7 to 9 years longer than the general population.  Her writings on health were generations ahead of her time.  Because of this, Seventh-day Adventists have always been on the leading edge of health and dietary reform!

13.  What will we know true prophets by?  Matthew 7:15-20.   Fill in:  “By their ________ ye shall ________."

Note:  Jesus said in Luke 11:17 “If Satan be divided against himself, how shall his kingdom stand?”  The spirit of Satan would not inspire someone to write about the need for obeying the laws of God, or the need to fully surrender our lives to Jesus Christ.  The devil would not fight against himself by inspiring someone to write about Jesus, holy living, and preparing for Jesus’ soon return.  Yet these were the main themes of Ellen White’s writings.  Remember that a bad tree cannot make good fruit!

On the other hand, the writings of other so called “prophets” who arose about the same time as Mrs. White, do not meet the Bible tests for true prophets or Holy Spirit inspired writers.

For example, these modern day “prophets” wrote against the need to obey the seventh-day Sabbath.  They therefore are condemned by Isaiah 8:20 and other Scriptures.  (See Isaiah 8:20 again.)  You will find that the writings of Ellen White are in perfect agreement with the law of God, the seventh-day Sabbath, and all other Bible truths!

The fruit of Ellen White’s writings have been “good,” and millions the world over can attest to that!  Please read some of her writings and decide for yourself whether her writings were inspired or not!

But never get the idea, or allow anyone else to tell you that Seventh-day Adventists base their teachings on Ellen White’s writings!  Adventists base their teachings directly and solely on the eternal Word of God which lives and abides forever!  It is because His people follow the Bible and the Bible alone that the Lord gives them the Spirit of Prophecy!

14.  Do you believe that the gift of prophecy is one of the identifying marks of the “remnant church,” and are you willing to investigate this matter further?

Answer:  ________

Note:  Now that you have studied this important subject, it would be a very good time to “prove all things” by reading one of the published works of Ellen G. White.  Ask the person sharing these Bible studies with you to give you some free copies of books by Ellen White.  You will be blessed as these writings draw you closer to the Bible and the Lord of the Bible! 

10.  How many will Satan deceive through his false religious systems?  Revelation 12:9.

Answer:  He deceives the ________.

11.  What does the ‘remnant’ church of Revelation warn the world about?  Revelation 14:9-11.

Answer:  The ________ of the ________.

Note:  We will learn more about the beast and its mark later.  You will be amazed how clearly the Word of God identifies this "beast," and you will be surprised at what his "mark" is!

12.  What else does the true church of Revelation tell the world to do?  Revelation 14:6-7.

Answer:  ‘Worship Him that ________ heaven, and earth.’

Note:  The true church tells the world to worship the Creator.  We have already learned that the Sabbath is the memorial that Yahweh gave so that all would always remember that He is the Creator! So the true church will teach men to keep the seventh-day Sabbath, for you cannot ‘worship Him who made heaven and earth’ while ignoring the seventh-day Sabbath which God gave as His memorial to creation!   So far we have learned that the true church would arise in America after 1798.  It would keep all ten of God’s commandments, it will warn the world about the beast and his mark, and it will tell the world to worship the Creator by keeping holy the Sabbath day!  Friends, already we can see that the Seventh-day Adventist Church fits these prophecies.  But the Lord gives us even more identifying marks.  Let's study some more!

13.  Besides keeping all of the commandments of God, what else does the ‘remnant’ church have?  Revelation 12:17.

Answer:  The ________ of ________.

14.  What is the ‘testimony of Jesus’?  Revelation 19:10.   Answer:  The ________ of ________.

15.  Who has the testimony of Jesus?  Revelation 22:8-9.   Answer:  John’s ‘brethren’ who are ________.

Note:  The true church would have someone in it who would have the testimony of Jesus or the "Spirit of Prophecy."  The Seventh-day Adventist Church was given this "Spirit of Prophecy" shortly after 1844 through the ministry of Ellen G. White, who received numerous visions that have stood the test of the Bible and time! So it is clear that the Seventh-day Adventist Church has yet more proof that it is indeed the ‘remnant church’ mentioned in Bible prophecy, but there is still more evidence!

16.  What does the ‘remnant’ church tell the world to ‘give’ to God?  Revelation 14:7.   Answer: ________

17.  What is one of the most important ways we give glory to God?  1 Corinthians 10:31.

Answer:  By what we ________ and ________.

Note:  Again the Seventh-day Adventist church rings true in this area! We believe in teaching principles of diet and health, as you learned in lesson 12!

18.  What does the true church teach about the ‘dead’?  Revelation 14:13.

Answer:  That they ________ from their ________.

Note:  While multitudes believe that the soul leaves the body and can communicate with the living, the remnant church will teach the truth about the state of the dead.  You learned about this in lesson 7.

19.  What is the most important message that the remnant church will teach?  Revelation 14:6.

Answer:  The  gospel.

Note:  The true church will teach about Jesus and His great salvation and will call men and women to give their hearts to Jesus as you did in lesson 1 of this study series.  If you haven’t done that, make sure you do it now!  Jesus loves you very much!  He will forgive and save you right now if you but ask Him!   Let’s now examine the nine clear identifying marks that we have studied and which the ‘remnant church’ will have.

1. It Rises after 1798.

2. It will be centered in America.

3. It will preach the gospel.

4. It will have a message about health.

5. It will keep all Ten Commandments.

8. It will keep the Seventh-day Sabbath.

7. It will teach the truth about the dead.

8. It will have in it the gift of prophecy.

9. It will warn about the beast and his mark.

Friends, if you went through your town and went to every church searching for all of these identifying marks, you would not find all of them in in any other church but the Seventh-day Adventist Church!  It fits perfectly the prophecy about the ‘remnant church.’   God wants you to make a decision to join His remnant church in these last days.  You have learned some very important truths in these 26 lessons. We pray that they have been a real blessing to you and that you continue with the remainder of the lessons in this series and others as well.

got in store for me today?”   How different this reaction is from the reactions of the prophets and apostles when they saw the risen Christ!  John, Daniel, Paul, etc. were awe-struck when in the presence of the risen Lord!  But this “spirit-filled” modern day television evangelist goes on shaving! One has to wonder what “Jesus” he sees every day!   Many of the popular revivals of today are too often carried by appeals to the imagination, by exciting the emotions, by gratifying the love for what is new and startling.  Converts thus gained have little desire to listen to Bible truth.  The power of godliness has well neigh departed from many of the churches. Picnics, church theatricals, church fairs, fine houses and personal display, have banished thoughts of God.

8.  According to the following quote, can everyone be filled with the Holy Spirit?   Answer:  ________

Note:  The lapse of time has wrought NO CHANGE in Christ’s parting promise to send the Holy Spirit as His Representative.  It is NOT because of any restriction on the part of God that the riches of His grace do not flow earthward to men.  If the fulfillment of the promise is not seen as it might be, it is because the promise is not appreciated as it should be.  If all were willing, ALL WOULD BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT.  Wherever the need of the Holy Spirit is a matter little thought of, there is seen spiritual drought, spiritual darkness, declension and death.  Whenever minor matters occupy the attention, the divine power which is necessary for the growth and prosperity of the church, and which would bring ALL OTHER BLESSINGS in its train, is lacking, though offered in INFINITE PLENITUDE.

9.  What are the “gifts” of the Holy Spirit?  1 Corinthians 12:4-10.

Fill In: Verse 8: “For to one is given by the Spirit the ________ of ________; to another the ________ of ________ by the same Spirit,”

Verse 9: “To another ________ by the same Spirit to another the gifts of ________ by the same Spirit,”

Verse 10: “To another the working of ________; to another _________; to another _________ of ________; to another divers (different) kinds of ________; to another the ________ of ________."

See also verse 28 for the added gifts of "helps, governments (administration) and apostleship."  Some comments need to be inserted here regarding the gift of tongues which we hear so much about today.  Notice that the gift of tongues is mentioned LAST by Paul.  How different this is from much of modern Pentecostalism which makes prominent the so-called modern gift of tongues!

10.  Who determines what gift we are given?  1 Corinthians 12:11.   Answer:  The ________.

Note:  We are never instructed to tell the Holy Spirit what gift He must give us!  Yet today many teach that we must all have the gift of tongues as evidence that we are filled with the Holy Spirit!  Be AFRAID of this teaching for it is unscriptural!

11.  Do all receive the same gifts?  Do all receive the gift of tongues (the ability to speak foreign languages)?  1 Corinthians 12:28-31.

Answer:  ________

Note:  All do not receive the same gifts!  Yet today many in the so-called “Pentecostal” churches claim that all MUST speak in tongues in order to truly be Spirit filled.  This idea is totally unscriptural!

12. What are the gifts of the Holy Spirit given for?  Ephesians 4:11-12.

Fill in:  “For the ________ of the saints, for the work of the ________, for the ________ of the body of Christ.”

Note:  Never are the gifts of the Holy Spirit given to edify ourselves.  The gifts are also not given so that we might have an emotional high!  They are given to advance the gospel and to edify the church!  The gifts are for the "work of the ministry."  The devil is a master at counterfeits, and just because something is done in the name of Jesus does not mean that it must be of God!  See Matthew 7:21-23.Voodoo witch doctors work themselves into such a state that they begin to speak in tongues also!  Recordings of their glossalalia were compared with recordings of the ecstatic tongues being spoken in many churches of Christendom today, and they perfectly matched!  The cadence and sounds were the same!  Researchers have recorded this so-called gift of tongues and played the tapes to those who claimed to have the gift of "interpretation."  Every interpreter had a different interpretation for what was supposedly said!  Much of the so-called manifestations of the “gift of tongues” being heard in many churches today matches no known language on earth!  The true gift of tongues or languages (which is what the word means) found in Acts 2 was given so that the gospel would go to many nations.  See Acts 2:8-11. I’m afraid that the unmeaning gibberish which many call the “unknown tongue” is unknown may not only by man but by the Lord and all of heaven!  Sometimes these “gifts” are manufactured by men aided by the great deceiver.  Fanaticism, false excitement, false talking in tongues, and noisy exercises have been considered gifts which God has placed in the church.   Some have been deceived here.  Some are not satisfied with a meeting unless they have a powerful and happy time.  They work for this and get up an excitement of feeling.  When the happy flight of feeling is gone, they sink lower than before the meeting because their happiness did not come from the right source.   Impressions and feelings are no sure evidence that a person is being led by the Lord.  Satan will, if he is unsuspected, give feelings and impressions.   It is very dangerous to judge truth by how one feels!  Feelings are very deceptive.  Even pagans can be aroused to such a frenzy of emotions that they can walk on burning coals, red hot, without having their feet burnt!  There are many documented cases of pagans and even devil worshipers speaking in unknown tongues.   Some make a point that in the King James Version of the Bible, in 1 Corinthians 14:2, the term “unknown tongue” is used.  They therefore contend that there are two different gift of tongues.   One is the ability to speak with different languages to spread the gospel, the other is the “unknown” tongue that one receives when they are baptized by the Holy Spirit.  But if you look at 1 Corinthians 14, verses 2, 13 and 19 in the King James Version of the Bible, you will notice that the word “unknown” is in italics.   This is to indicate that this word is a word that was supplied by the interpreters and is NOT FOUND in the original Greek Scriptures!   The devil can deceive people into thinking that the noise and excitement of a meeting is the Holy Spirit at work.  THIS MAY NOT BE THE CASE!  Truth must be judged by the Word of God and NOT by feelings!  Study and pray for truth!

8.  What did Jesus say ‘He that believeth and is baptized’ will be?  Mark 16:16.   Answer: ________

Note:  The Savior said that ‘he that believeth not shall be damned.’  He said this in the context of baptism.  Baptism is not an ‘option,’ but rather it is a divine command from the Son of God!  There are situations where a person might not be able to be baptized as was the case of the thief on the cross.  But if the thief were able to come down from the cross, no doubt he would have obeyed his Savior by being baptized!

9.  In the ‘name’ of what three persons did Jesus say we are to be baptized?  Matthew 28:19.

Answer:  The ________, the _________,  and the ___________.

Note:  This verse clearly shows that there are three divine Persons in the Godhead called ‘Elohim’ as we have studied in lesson 3.  The word ‘name’ is in the singular and not the plural.  This indicates that the three persons belong to ONE Elohim or Godhead.  Also note that Jesus did not instruct anyone to be baptized in His name only as is done in many Protestant evangelical churches.   He clearly says that baptism must be done in the name of the three Persons of the Godhead.

10.  What should a person who is baptized be taught and what promise does the child of God have about Jesus’ presence with him or her?  Matthew 28:20.

Fill in:  "Teaching them to ________ things whatsoever I have ________ you; and lo, I am with you ________, even unto the  ________ of the world."

Note:  In obedience to the Savior's words, you have been taught ‘all things whatsoever’ the Lord commanded you!  That is the purpose of these studies you have been doing.  The day may come when the Lord uses you to also share His great saving truths with others!

11.  Can those who have already been baptized by immersion, but who did not really understand vital Bible truths be rebaptized?  Acts 19:1-5.

Answer:  ________

Note:  These people in the verses we just read had never heard about the Holy Spirit.  They had been baptized in the name of the Father only.  They now needed to be rebaptized in the ‘name of Jesus.’  Some teachers use this text to ‘prove’ we should be baptized in the name of Jesus only.  But remember that these people were already baptized in the name of Yahweh (the Father), and since they were now learning about the Holy Ghost and Jesus they were rebaptized.  But Jesus’ command in Matthew 28:19 concerning baptism takes precedence over all!  His direct words are clear and authoritative regarding the names we are to use at baptism.  All other texts concerning baptism must be viewed in the light of Jesus’ own clear command concerning the subject.   Rebaptism should be only in cases where there was severe apostasy, open violation of God’s commandments, or for those who never understood vital Scripture truths.  Some who were baptized in other churches or by ministers who either did not know, or openly opposed God’s laws and Bible truths should also be rebaptized as the people In Paul’s day did when they learned new vital truth!

12.  Did Jesus indicate that water baptism was extremely Important?  John 3:5.   Answer:  ________

Note:  The word ‘water’ In this verse is a clear allusion to water baptism as many Bible commentators agree.

13.  How many kinds of baptism does the Bible recognize?  Ephesians 4:4-5.   Answer:  ________

Note:  The Bible does not recognize many forms of baptism, but rather ONE form, and that is the biblical form of baptism of adult believers by total immersion in water!

14.  What is the Lord saying to all who have never been baptized?  Acts 22:16.

Fill in:  "And now why ________ thou?  Arise, and be ________, and wash away thy sins, calling on the ________ of the ________."

15.  Now that you have studied some very important Scripture truths, do you desire to be baptized?

Answer:  ________

Note:  It is advisable that you be baptized before you finish these series of lessons because you need to also be studying after you are baptized.  It is then that you need continued study in the word.  The rest of the lessons in this series are for your spiritual growth in grace and knowledge.  But what you already have studied is all you need to know to make a decision for baptism NOW!  If you would like to talk to a Seventh-day Adventist pastor about this matter, ask the one sharing this study with you to arrange it.  May the Lord bless you as you pray about this important matter!   Also, if you have not yet begun attending a Seventh-day Adventist Church regularly on Sabbaths, why not begin this coming Sabbath?  The truths you have been learning from God’s word will only benefit you as you begin to put them into effect in your life and home.  No one will ever regret serving God and obeying His word, rather, many will regret that they failed to do that when the Holy Spirit had convicted them to do so!

7.  Who will give you and me the power to walk in the way of holiness?  2 Corinthians 6:16.

Answer: ________

8.  What is Jesus ABLE to keep us from doing?  Jude 24.

Answer:  ________ into sin.

Note:  This verse also says that He has the power to present us “faultless” before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy!

9.  Do we need to cooperate with Jesus in keeping ourselves “pure”?  1 John 3:3 and Romans 6:11-12.

Answer:  ________

Note:  We are told to NOT LET sin reign in us, and we are to RECKON ourselves to be dead as far as sin is concerned.  This takes daily conscious effort on our part to surrender ourselves to the Lord each and every day!

10. What does our Lord KNOW how to do for us?  2 Peter 2:9.

Answer:  He knows how to deliver us out of ________.

11.  What can we do through the power of the Messiah working in us?  Philippians 4:13.

Answer: ________ things.

12.  What about our thoughts?  Can the Holy Spirit even purify them?  2 Corinthians 10:4-5.

Answer:  ________

Note:  We can pull down Satan’s strongholds of temptation and cast down any evil imaginations!  But we must cooperate by following the advice found in Philippians 4:8-9.   See that text now.What goes around comes around.  Garbage in = garbage out!  Pure thoughts in = pure thoughts out!  Choose carefully and the Lord will bless you with spiritual victories and a holy, Christlike character!

13.  What will Yahweh give us power to “will and to do”?  Philippians 2:13.

Answer:  His ________.

Note:  He is the One who will give us the POWER we need to WILL and to DO His will!  Victory over sin is a fringe benefit of knowing Jesus and the power of His resurrection and ongoing ministry for us in the heavenly sanctuary.  Overcoming sin does not save us. We are already “accepted in the Beloved” right now!  Remember that it is HIS obedience that saves us, not ours!  See Romans 5:19.   But the Lord does not want us to live a life of spiritual failure when all power is available to us!

We may fall into sin, but that does not mean that we are cast off and forsaken!  See 1 John 2:1.   Our heavenly Father, the Lord Jesus, and the Holy Spirit want us to be victorious over sin for our good.  The power IS available!  But be careful that you do not fall into the trap of trying to be good enough for God to love you by your works!   That is the basis of every pagan religion.  He already loves you.  Calvary proves that beyond a shadow of a doubt!

14.  Are you willing to allow the Holy Spirit to control your life and give you the power to will and to do of His good pleasure?

Answer:  ________

Have you made your decision to become a member of God’s remnant church?  If not, what is holding you back?  Jesus will help you through every difficulty and objection!  He loves you with an everlasting love!  Won’t you trust Him for the strength and grace to follow Him all the way?

7.  What does the Word of God say in Proverbs 14:12.

Fill in:   "There is a ________ which ________ right to a ________, but its ________ thereof are the ways of ________."

Note:  The testimony Jesus gives His people in the last days as found in the Laodicean message is strong.  Some will not bear this straight testimony.  They will rise up against it, and that is what will cause a shaking among God’s people.  This testimony has been lightly esteemed, if not entirely disregarded.  But this testimony of Jesus must work deep repentance.  All who truly receive it will obey it and be purified!  It is a message of good news, of victory over sin, and of spiritual cleansing through the power of the indwelling Christ!

8.  What does Jesus counsel the Laodiceans to “buy” from Him?  Revelation 3:18.

Answer:  ________ tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and ________ that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with ________, that thou mayest see.

Note:  The gold tried in the fire is faith that works by love.  Only this can bring us in harmony with God.  We may be active, we may do much work; but without love, such love as dwelt in the heart of Christ, we can never be numbered with the family of heaven.

The white raiment is often used in the Bible to depict purity and victory.  See Revelation 3:5 and 6:11.  Man’s righteousness is “as filthy rags” according to Isaiah 64:6.  Only Christ’s perfect righteousness can be called pure and white!  His robe must cover our nakedness!  When we trust in His merits, and His perfect righteousness instead of our own, we will be dressed properly for God’s inspection and acceptance!

The “eyesalve” that we need to help us see is the “Word of God!”   The Word of God makes the conscience smart under its application; for it convicts of sin.  But the pain is necessary that the healing may follow, and the eye be single to the glory of God!

9.  Why does Jesus give His last day church such strong rebuke?  Revelation 3:19.

Answer:   "As many as I _______, I rebuke, and ________ ..."

Note:  It is because the Lord loves us that He rebukes us.  Parents discipline their children and speak words of warning to them because they love them and do not want to see any harm come to them!  God loves you, and that’s why He wants your experience and relationship with Him to be the real thing!

10.  How does the Lord want us to respond when we hear these words?  See verse 19 of Revelation 3 again.

Answer:  He wants us to be ________, and to ________ of our sins and shortcomings!  If we confess and repent of our sins, the Lord will forgive us!  There is hope for the Laodiceans in Jesus!

11.  What wonderful offer and solution does Jesus give to the Laodiceans?  Revelation 3:20.

Fill in:   "Behold, I stand at the ________, and ________; If any man hear my voice, and ________ the door, I will ________ in to him, and will ________ with him, and he with ________."

Note:  How willing is Christ to take possession of the soul temple if we will let Him!  He has been knocking for a long time.  Why does He not enter into some hearts?  It is because the love of sin has closed the door of the heart.  As soon as we consent to give sin up, to admit our guilt, the barrier is removed between the soul and the savior.  When one is fully emptied of self, when every false god is cast out of the soul because of love for Christ, and a willingness to receive the already purchased salvation, the vacuum of the heart is filled by the inflowing of the Spirit of Christ.

12.  Are you ready for the kind of victorious life the Savior wants to give you, and are you ready to throw open the doors of your heart to Him right now?

Answer:  ________

Another false gospel is the gospel of “Predestination” or “Calvinism.”  This is the idea that some are predestined to be saved, and some to be lost.

6.  Who did Jesus, by God’s grace, taste death for?  Hebrews 2:9.    Answer:  For ________ man.

Note:  If He tasted death for every man, and the gift was given in Christ Jesus for every man, then predestination cannot be a true doctrine!  All who accept the gift of salvation will have eternal life!

7.  According to Romans 5:1-2, which comes first: peace, or the grace to stand in the faith?

Answer:  ________

Note:  First we accept Christ’s salvation by faith, then we have peace. AFTER we have this gospel peace, we are then empowered to obey -- or stand!  Peace with God always precedes true obedience.  Anyone who is trying to obey God to earn His forgiveness, or His peace, simply does not understand the gospel! Grace to stand is a gift given to those who have accepted the free gift of salvation!  This is a very important point.  Never, ever forget it!

8.  Romans 5:2 says that after we have peace with God we rejoice in what?

Answer:   "The hope of the ________ of ________."

Note:  God’s glory is His character.  We can read that in Exodus 33- 34. We rejoice in the hope of His glory -- His character.  In other words, we have hope that God’s glory -- His character -- will be formed in us by faith as we rejoice in the gospel and in the righteousness of Christ!  Reaching character perfection is not the means to gain salvation!  Some people worry about being perfect so that God will save them!  Yes, God wants us to overcome sin! Yes, He wants us to obtain perfection of character.  But does He want us to do that so that we can earn our salvation?  No! Character perfection and victory over sin is the fruit of assurance we have in Christ.  It is a result of gaining by faith, peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ!

Hot works, like the fire at Pentecost are works of the Spirit of God.  Cold works, or “dead works” as Paul calls them, are works of the flesh, like when Abraham took Hagar, Sarah’s maid, and tried to have the child of promise through His own efforts!  The “lukewarm” believers Jesus mentions in Revelation 3 are those who mix some hot works of the Spirit with cold works of the flesh.  Outwardly they look like the Spirit is leading them, but inwardly they are trusting in works of the flesh!  Self righteousness was the problem of the Galatians, and it is the problem with many Christians today!  Faith plus works cannot save!  Faith in God’s grace saves!

9.  What does Ephesians 2:8-9 say we are saved by?    Answer:  By ________ received through ________.

10.  If we try to save ourselves by obedience, we are what, according to Galatians 5:4?

Answer:  fallen from ________.

Note:  It is not our obedience that saves us, but Jesus' perfect obedience lived for us!  See Romans 5:19.  We obey God truly only when we have received His peace in the heart through faith.  Then we are empowered to stand in the faith!  It is then we have a faith that works by love as Galatians 5:6 states!

11.  What did those who followed a legalistic religion do to the apostles, and even to Jesus?  John 16:2.

Answer:  They ________ them and thought they were doing ________ to God!

Note:  The fighting, hatred, and variance we see in churches, in professed Christian’s lives, and in nations, is the result of the false gospel, of a religion based on works!  The knowledge of the true gospel will lead to peace with God, and with one another!  In the end of time, people who believe the false gospels will be deceived and enforce the “mark of the beast” on true believers who are obeying God’s commandments from the heart because they love the Lord, and have found true peace with God through Jesus Christ!  
Oh friend, Jesus loves you so much!  He died on the cross for you!  He wants so much to see you walking in the light, being obedient to His word and His law!  He didn’t hold back anything to save you and me.  How can we but give Him our all?  He will take care of any hindrance you may have whether it be fear, a job situation, a resistant spouse or family member, or fear of loss of friends.  I have never heard of or seen anyone who was sorry they decided to follow God, join His church, and keep His commandments!  By His grace you can do what He asks!   We would love to see you become a part of our church family. Please pray about this and give serious consideration to this matter.  By the authority of His word we know that this is something the Lord wants you to do.  May God bless you.  Our best wishes and concerned prayers are with you and your loved ones.

Please answer the following questions.  We really do appreciate your willingness to study these lessons and to draw close to Jesus. Thank you.

7.  Have you been impressed by the Lord to be baptized, re-baptized (if you feel this necessary), or to join the church by profession of faith (if you want to be a member but feel you were properly baptized in another church already)?

Answer:  ________

8.  Is there any Bible doctrine taught in these lessons that you do not believe, or cannot abide by?

Answer:   ________     If yes, then which one(s)?  __________________________

9.  Would you like to be included in our next baptism?   Answer:   ________

10.  If you answered “yes,” we praise the Lord for your decision to obey this important teaching of Jesus.  If you decided against this at this time, is there something that is hindering you from taking this step that perhaps we could pray about or help you with?   ________________________________________________

11.  If you, for one reason or another, do not feel that you can be baptized or join the church at this time, are you planning to be baptized, re-baptized, or join the church by profession of faith in the near future?

Answer:   ________

12.  Would you like a pastor to call or visit you to discuss this matter with you?     Answer:  ________

13.  Is there anything that you would like the prayer warriors at our church to pray about?  _______________

14.  Would you care to share your feelings about our church or any other related matter?  We do highly value your opinion.     _______________________________

This lesson and little questionnaire was not meant to pressure you in any way to be baptized.  This is the Holy Spirit’s work!  We only want to encourage you as you are being led by the Spirit to consider this important matter.

There are many other study books and advanced lessons and study materials for those who do decide to join the church.  Please consider this matter carefully and prayerfully.  You will never regret making the decision to be baptized and to join God’s remnant church!  Once again, our love and prayers are with you. We will close this last lesson with the following quotation from the Spirit of Prophecy that you learned about in a previous lesson.

"Baptism is a most solemn renunciation of the world. Those who are baptized in the threefold name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, at the very entrance of their Christian life declare publicly that they have forsaken the service of Satan and have become members of the royal family, children of the heavenly King.  They have obeyed the command: 'Come out from among them, and be ye separate, ... and touch not the unclean thing.'  And to them is fulfilled the promise:  'I will receive you, and be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.'"  2 Cor. 6:17-18 -- Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 6, p. 91.

15.  Please give us your opinion of these lessons that you completed.   ________________________

16.  Are there any specific questions that you would like answered that were not covered in the lessons?  If so, please list them.  ________________________________
