Lesson 30: The Good News about the Laodicean Message








"Behold I stand at the door and knock."   Rev. 3:20





In the end of time, the Lord has a very special message to His people.  The message is especially given to the “Laodicean Church.”  Each of the seven churches in the book of Revelation represents not only a literal church in Asia at the time it was written, but also different eras in the church’s history.  The Laodicean church is the last one the Lord addressed, and it represents Christians living in the last days of earth’s history.





We learned in lesson 26 that the Seventh-day Adventist Church fits all the identifying marks of the remnant church identified in Bible prophecy.  We learned from Revelation 18:4 that God is calling His people out of Babylon into His remnant church.  It is to the last part of His church -- the remnant -- that the message to the Laodiceans applies!





1.  Who is giving the message to the Laodicean church?  Revelation 3:14.





Answer:  The ________ and ________.





Note:  This faithful and True Witness is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ.  The word translated “beginning” in this verse also means “source.”  Jesus is the source of the creation of God!  See John 1:1-3 for proof of this.  Because this message comes from Jesus, it cannot be wrong!





2.  What does Jesus KNOW about us?  Revelation 3:15.   Answer:  He knows our ________.





Note:  Jesus knows just what we have been doing, what kind of faith we have, and what kind of experience we have!





3.  What did He say about the works of the Laodiceans?  See verse 16 again.





Answer:  He said they were not ________ or ________, but rather they were ________.





Note:  The Laodicean message applies to the people of God who profess to believe present truth.  The greater part are lukewarm professors.





By the way, the term Laodicea does not mean lukewarm, but rather “a people under judgment.”  We are the people living in the time of the investigative judgment that we learned about in lesson 10 of this series.  You might wish to review them.  As the Lord judges His church, he finds the majority, “the greater part” lukewarm, and desires that they understand their condition.  The hot have experienced the new birth and know the meaning of daily living by the Spirit.  The cold, knowing they are uncommitted (perhaps not knowing how, or not wanting to), realize their lost condition.  The Lukewarm think they are right with God, not knowing that actually they are in a lost condition!





4.  If those in the lukewarm condition stay that way, what will Jesus do to them?  See verse 16 of Revelation 3.





Answer:  He will ________ them out of His ________.





Note:  This means that they will be lost!  It is impossible for someone in this condition to be saved because they have just enough religion to be dangerous, to think themselves okay, when in fact, they are lost!  Many have the theory of the truth who know not the power of godliness.  If the Word of God dwells in the heart, it would control the life.





5.  How do the Laodiceans view themselves?  See verse 17.





Answer:  They say that they are ________ and ________ with ________ and in ________ of ________.





6.  But how does Jesus describe their condition?  Same verse.





Answer:  He says that they are ________, and _________, and _________, and ________, and ________.





Note:  What greater deception can come upon human minds than a confidence that they are right when they are all wrong!  The message of the True Witness finds the people of God in a sad deception, yet honest in that deception.





How plainly in the Master’s words is pictured the position of those who think they have all the truth, who take pride in their knowledge of the Word of God, while its sanctifying power has not been felt in their lives.





They may be crying, “the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are we,” while their hearts are filled with unholy traffic and unrighteous barter.  The courts of the soul temple may be the haunt of envy, pride, passion, evil surmising, bitterness, and hollow formalism.  Christ looks sadly upon His professed last day people who feel rich and increased in the knowledge of the truth, and yet who are destitute of the truth in life and character.





