Lesson 27: The Good News about the Baptism of the Holy Spirit





"If there be no interpreter, let him keep silent in the church".  1 Cor. 14:28





1.  What was Paul’s question to the followers of Jesus in Ephesus?  Acts 19:2.





Fill in:  “Have ye ________ the ________ since ye ________?”


Note:  Paul knew that something was missing in their spiritual lives, and in the work of their little "church."   They needed the power of the Holy Spirit!





2.  What was their answer?  (same verse).





Fill in:  "We have not so much as ________ whether there be any _________."


Note:  These were people who had believed in Jesus through the preaching of John the Baptist and a man by the name of Apollos (see chapter 18:24-26). But they had not received the filling of the Holy Spirit!   This shows us that it is possible to be a believer in Jesus, and still not be filled with the Holy Spirit!





3. After Paul explained to them more fully about Jesus and the plan of salvation, and the work of the Holy Spirit, what did he then do?  Verse 6.





Fill in:  “When Paul had ________ his _________ upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with ________, and prophesied.”


Note:  Paul laid his hands upon them and prayed that they might receive the Holy Spirit.  This is something that can be done for a person who feels that there is something missing from their Christian experience.  The men mentioned in Acts 19 were disciples of John the Baptist and as yet, they had not heard about the Holy Sprit.  In the book Acts of the Apostles, page 283, Ellen White wrote that it was after Paul explained the gospel unto them that they "received Him (Jesus) as their Redeemer."   Today the laying on of hands is being given a false light in many churches.  There is no virtue imparted by the mere act of laying on of hands.  It is the person being prayed for whose heart must be right to receive the Holy Spirit.  The Bible also records instances where the Holy Spirit fell on men and women without the laying on of hands!  See Acts 11:15.   It is the thoughts and desires of the heart that determines when a person is filled with the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit’s power is available -- we must want it!   To us today, as verily as to the first disciples, the promise of the Spirit belongs.  God will today endow men and women with power from above, as He endowed those who on the day of Pentecost heard the word of salvation.  At this very hour His Spirit and His grace are for all who need them and will take Him at His word.





4.  What did Jesus promise His apostles they would receive when the Holy Spirit came upon them?  Acts 1:8.





Answer:  ________





5.  What happened on the day of Pentecost?  Acts 2:1-4.





Answer:  The disciples were all ________ with the ________ and began to speak with other ________ as the ________ gave them utterance.


Note:  They were supernaturally given the ability to speak other languages!  They used this ability to preach the good news about Jesus and salvation to all those who were at Jerusalem for the Passover.  See verses 5-11.   Notice that they did not jump up and down, or play with poisonous snakes, or leap over pews, rather, they preached the Word of God with POWER!  It was the Holy Spirit who empowered them, and this power caused three thousand to be baptized in one day!  See verse 41.   Also notice that in verse 33, Peter says that after Jesus had ascended and been exalted in heaven, He received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, and He "shed forth" the Holy Spirit to the church on earth.  This was what Jesus meant in John 14:16-19.





6.  We read in Acts 2:4 that the disciples were "filled with the Holy Ghost" on the day of Pentecost.  Did they need to be filled with the Spirit AGAIN on other occasions?  Acts 13:52.





Answer:  ________


Note:  The “baptism of the Holy Spirit” is not a one time event as is falsely taught by many today.  It is something which we need daily.  We are to pray for the Holy Spirit to fill us EACH DAY!





7.  When did Peter say most believers would receive the “gift” of the Holy Spirit?  Acts 2:38.   Answer:  At their ________.





Note:  If a person is truly converted at the time of his or her baptism, they will receive the "gift of the Holy Spirit."  He said the “gift” (singular) of the Holy Spirit.  He was talking about the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  This was what Peter received on the day of Pentecost, and what the Gentiles received at Caesarea.  For proof, see Acts 10:44-47.  But there are other times when a person is not truly converted at the time of their baptism, and they need to receive the Holy Spirit.   Turn to Acts 8:15-17.   Notice in verse 16 that they ONLY were baptized in water.  Baptism with water alone means little without the inward baptism of the Holy Spirit!  Both are necessary.  See John 3:5.   Even if we truly believe that we are “converted” or “born again,” we are still to pray for a greater infilling of the Holy Spirit daily!  We need His power in our lives! For the daily baptism of the Spirit, every worker should offer his petition to God.   The real Spirit-led believer will have a high regard for the word and law of God.  He or she will not boast of their spirituality or talk of God or of Christ or heavenly things in a flippant or overly familiar manner.   For example, one famous television evangelist boasts that Jesus comes into his bathroom every day when he is shaving!  He says, “Hi Jesus.  What have you


