Lesson 25: The Good News about Prophets





The Testimony of Jesus





We believe in the doctrine of spiritual gifts and we believe that the gift of prophecy is one of the identifying marks of the last day church.





1.  The Lord will do nothing we are told unless He first reveals His secrets to a special group of people.  Who are these people?  Amos 3:7.





Answer:  The ________





2.  Were some of the prophets women?  Judges 4:4.   Answer: ________





Note:  This verse also makes it clear that there were prophets whose writings were not part of the canon of Scripture.





3. Phillip had four daughters who did what?  Acts 21:8-9.   Answer:  ________





Note:  If they prophesied, then they would be called “prophetesses” -- the term used for female “prophets.”





4.  Will the gift of prophecy and the office of prophet be in the church until the end of time?  Ephesians 4:11-13.





Answer:  ________





Note:  We have not yet all come into the unity of the faith, and we are not yet all “perfect” men and women in Christ.  The gift of prophecy is for the “perfecting of the saints” and, henceforth, is needed in the church until the Savior returns.





5.  Whom did Jesus tell us to beware of?  Matthew 24:24.   Answer:________





Note:  The very fact that He mentions false prophets indicates that there would be true prophets also.  If that were not the case, Jesus would have said to beware of all who claimed to be prophets!  Also, if you look at Matthew 23:24, you will see that there would be prophets sent by Jesus AFTER His death, resurrection, and ascension.





6.  What is one of the ways we can identify a false prophet?   Isaiah 8:20.





Fill in:  “To the ________ and to the ________:  if they speak not according to this Word, it is because there is no ________ in them.”





Note:  A true prophet will uphold God’s laws and will be in agreement with the testimony of the Scriptures.  God does not contradict Himself!  A true prophet will be in agreement with all the true prophets that came before him or her.  Anyone who claims the gift of prophecy and yet writes or teaches things that are contrary to the light already given previous prophets in the Scriptures simply cannot be a true prophet!





7.  What did the Lord say should be done to anyone claiming the gift of prophecy yet, at the same time, teaching against obedience to God’s commandments?  Deuteronomy 13:1-5. (The answer is in verse 5.)





Answer:  That “prophet” shall be ________ to ________.





8.  What is another test of a true prophet?  Deuteronomy 18:22.





Fill in:  “When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing ________ nor came to ________, that is the thing which the LORD hath ________ spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it _________,  thou shalt  be ________ of him.”





Note:  A true prophet must be right 100% of the time unless he or she is relating a conditional prophecy, like when Jonah spoke of Nineveh’s destruction.  The people repented and The LORD did not destroy Nineveh as He had said.  But when the prophecy is not conditional, a prophet must ALWAYS be right because God does not make mistakes!





9.  What are some of the things we are to do concerning the gift of prophecy?  1 Thessalonians 5:19-21.





Fill in:  "________ not prophesying, ________ all things;  that which is ________."





Note:  We are to be careful that we do not “despise” the idea of someone having the gift of prophecy unless we first test their claim with the Bible!  If it is “good” and passes the Bible tests, we are to “hold fast” to it!





10.  What two characteristics will the “remnant” church have? Revelation 12:17.





Answer:  They will ________ the ________ of God, and they will have the ________ of ________.


