Lesson 24: The Good News about Righteousness





The Bible teaches that justification or saving righteousness comes by faith in what Jesus has done on Calvary's cross.  It is impossible for man to make himself righteous, or for man to save himself.  By faith he must accept the righteousness of Christ on his behalf, and by faith the sinner is then declared righteous.  This is imputed righteousness. Then as the forgiven sinner continues in a relationship with the Messiah, he or she is given ‘imparted’ righteousness through the power of the Holy Spirit, enabling him or her to form a character progressively more and more like the Savior’s.





1.  How do we receive Christ’s righteousness?  Philippians 3:7-9.   Answer:  By ________.





2.  It is not our obedience that saves us, because our obedience is imperfect. Whose obedience credited to us makes us righteous?  Romans 5:19.





Answer:  By "one Man’s ________ many shall be made ________."





Note:  That one Man is Jesus, God’s Son!  It is Jesus our Savior whose obedience credited to the repentant sinner makes us righteous!





3.  When we begin to do all the things God commands us to do, what should we consider ourselves?  Luke 17:7-10.





Answer:  Just ________.





Note:  We should have been obeying our heavenly Father all along!  The fact that we finally have started now earns us no merit as far as righteousness is concerned!  We have nothing to boast about at all!





4.  What are we NOT saved by?  Titus 3:5.    Answer:  ________ by ________ that we have ________.





5.  But what does the same verse tell us we ARE saved by?   Answer:  God’s ________.





Note:  Ellen White, who Seventh-day Adventists believe was an inspired writer as we have already studied, wrote the following on the subject of righteousness by faith:  “If you would gather together everything that is good and holy and noble and lovely in man and then present the subject to the angels of God as acting a part in the salvation of the human soul or in merit, the proposition would be rejected as treason ... and any works that man can render to God will be far LESS than NOTHINGNESS.   My requests are made acceptable only because they are laid upon Christ’s righteousness.  The idea of doing anything to merit the grace of pardon is fallacy from beginning to end.  'Lord, in my hand no price I bring, simply to Thy cross I cling.'” -- Faith & Works, p.24.





6.  How does our "righteousness" appear in God’s sight?  Isaiah 64:6.   Answer:  Like ________.





Note:  If our ‘righteousness’ is ‘filthy rags’ in God’s sight, can you imagine how our unrighteousness is in His sight!





7.  Who is our ‘righteousness’?  Jeremiah 23:6.   Answer:  The ________ is!





Note:  Grace has been described as ‘unmerited favor.’  We do not deserve to be saved. Rather, because of our sins, we deserve the death penalty because the ‘wages of sin is death’!  But because of God’s grace and mercy, we are forgiven and pardoned because Jesus willingly paid the penalty for our sins!  Because of that, we can walk away free from the condemnation of the law!





8. We have been ________ by God’s grace through the ________ that is in Christ Jesus.  Romans 3:24.





Note:  Salvation is a FREE gift of God.  We cannot pay for this unspeakable gift!  If we could pay for it, it would cease to be a gift and would be considered our wages or just desserts!  But we have nothing in which to pay for even a drop of blood from the veins of our heavenly Father’s own Son!  See Psalm 49:7-8.





9.  What were the Jews in Paul’s day IGNORANT OF?  Romans 10:3.   Answer:  God’s ________.





10.  As a result, what mistake did they make?  Same verse.





Answer:  They tried to establish their own ________.





Note:  There are many today who are trying to ‘establish their own righteousness’ and are just as ‘ignorant’ of the Savior’s righteousness that is offered as a free gift as the Jews in Paul’s day were.





11.  If we hope to attain ‘righteousness’ by the works of the law, what will happen?  Romans 9:31-32.





Answer:  We will ________.


