Lesson 19: The Good News about Church





We believe that those who truly love Jesus and are preparing themselves for His soon return will love to assemble with their brethren in the church.  They will enjoy worshiping Yahweh, and His Son -- their Savior, and the Holy Spirit.  The time spent worshiping and hearing the preached word will be eagerly anticipated and joyfully spent!





1.  On the Sabbath day in ancient Israel, what were all the believers instructed to hold?  Leviticus 23:3.





Answer:   A holy ________.





Note:  The word “convocation” is translated from the Hebrew word miqua which means an assembly or "public meeting."   This was Yahweh’s command to His people.  This was one of the main ways they kept the Sabbath holy!  We cannot truly obey the command to "remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy" if we fail to obey the Lord's instructions regarding public worship on His holy Sabbath day!  His desire is that we meet together in worship.





2.  Does the New Testament give us similar instructions regarding meeting together for worship and fellowship?  Hebrews 10:25.





Answer:________





Note:  Paul said that we are "NOT TO FORSAKE" the gathering of ourselves together. He said that we are especially NOT to do this as we "SEE THE DAY APPROACHING." That day is fast approaching, and we need the blessing that comes from group study and discussion of the Bible, and from hearing the Word preached.





3.  How does faith come?  Romans 10:17.





Answer:  Faith cometh by ________.





Note:  God designed that something special happens in His church when His Word is preached!  Hearing the word preached gives us faith! If we neglect this heaven-ordained method of increasing our faith, we will suffer loss of spirituality!





4.  Was it Jesus’ custom to meet with His people every Sabbath? Luke 4:16.





Answer: ________





Note:  The Greek word translated "church" in the New Testament is the word ekklesia and means "those called out" or a "religious congregation."





5.  Were the disciples alone or with a group when they received the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost?  Acts 2:1-4.





Answer:  They were in a ________ in ________ place.





Note:  The disciples were instructed to wait together, and to pray TOGETHER to receive the Holy spirit.   See Acts 1:4.  This was Jesus’ command to them.  We miss out on so much when we stay away from church!  It is essential that we make church attendance a priority in our lives!





6. What about those who allow their family members to keep them away from church?  Matthew 10:37.





Answer:  Jesus said that they are not _________ of Him!





Note:  Jesus instructed all believers to meet together with the brethren in church.  If a member of our family tells us that he or she does not want us to go to church, we must choose whom we should obey:  Jesus or that person!  No one has the right to force or coerce another to NOT worship God in the way that He said! Love means respecting another's feelings and beliefs.  Sometimes church attendance in a divided home requires us to bear a ‘cross’ by standing up for Jesus and His church, yet it must be done!  See Matthew 10:35-39. Also, a spouse will never be converted as long as he or she sees that your faith is not even important enough for you to take a stand on!  It is for this reason that many spouses and family members are never won to the Lord!


