Lesson 16: The Good News about the Investigative Judgment





The Hour of His Judgment is Come!





1.  What special role is Jesus now fulfilling in heaven for us?  Hebrews 8:1-2.   Answer:  He is acting as our ________.


2.  On the ‘Day of Atonement’ in Ancient Israel, what was the high priest to do to the earthly sanctuary with the blood of the sacrificial offering?  Leviticus 16:18-20.


Fill In:  (Verse 19): "And he shall ________ of the ________ upon it (the altar) with his finger seven times, and ________ it, and hallow it from the ________ of the children of Israel."


Note:  The sanctuary and its altar needed "cleansing" because in it there was the "uncleanness of the children of Israel."  The people of Israel were forgiven of their sins each time they brought an animal to be sacrificed.


3.  Did Jeremiah understand that a record of sins was symbolically recorded in the sanctuary?  Jeremiah 17:1.


Answer: ________


4.  Did the writer of Hebrews clearly say that the heavenly sanctuary needed to be ‘purified’ or ‘cleansed’?  Hebrews 9:19-23.


Answer:________


5.  On the ancient Day of Atonement, the high priest offered ‘bulls and goats’ for the forgiveness of sins and the cleansing of the sanctuary.  In the heavenly Day of Atonement that is going on right now, what does Jesus offer instead of the blood of bulls and goats?  Hebrews 9:12.


Answer:  His own ________.


6.  When did Daniel say that the cleansing of the sanctuary would begin?  Daniel 8:14.   


Answer:  At the end of the ________ days.


Note:  In Bible prophecy a day equals a year.   See Ezekiel 4:6.   The cleansing of the sanctuary from the record of all the sins of the people was to take place 2300 days or years after a certain event took place.


7.  According to Daniel 9:27, how long would the Messiah's public ministry last?


Fill in:   "And He shall confirm the covenant with many for ________."


Note:  A week in prophetic time would be seven years.  Jesus began His public ministry in 27 AD.


8.  What would happen in the ‘midst’ or the middle of this prophetic week?  same verse.


Fill in:   ".... and in the midst of the week He shall cause the ________ and oblation to ________ ...".


Note:  The middle of this seven year period which began in 27 A.D. would bring us to the year 31 AD.  It was then that Jesus was crucified for us!  All the Old Testament sacrifices pointed forward to Him.  When He died on the cross, the temple curtain that hid the Most Holy Place from view was ripped from top to bottom by an unseen hand.  This signified that the end of the ceremonial system with its ceremonial laws had come!  In other words, ‘sacrifices and oblations ceased’!  See Matthew 27:51.


9.  According to Daniel 9:24, how many weeks would be ‘determined’ for the Jewish people?


Answer: ________ weeks.


Note:  The word translated ‘determined’ in this verse is the Hebrew word chathak and it literally means to ‘cut off’ or ‘decree.’   Thus the 70 weeks or 490 years was to be cut off from a longer period of time.  The only period of time under consideration from which such a long period could be cut off would be the 2300 days or years mentioned in Daniel 8:14!   


10.  What two significant events took place at that time?  Acts 7:59-8:1.


Answer: ________ was stoned to death, and the believers were ________.


Note:  In 34 AD., the 490 years allotted to the Jews had run out!  They had sealed their rejection of the Messiah and they stoned His faithful servant Stephen!  The believers were scattered among the Gentiles to begin witnessing to them!  Not long after that, Saul, who had held the coats of those who stoned Stephen, was converted on the road to Damascus, and he became the great apostle Paul who was the champion of the gospel to the Gentiles!   See Acts 9:15.  So, if we add 1810 years to 34 A.D. (490 from 2300 is 1810), we get to the year 1844.  According to the sure and holy Word of God, it was then that the ‘sanctuary’ was to be cleansed!   Many today focus on what Jesus did on the cross in 31 A.D. to save us from sin.  And indeed, without the cross of Calvary, we would have no salvation!  But Jesus’ ministry for us did not end on the cross!  He as our ‘High Priest’ must also apply the merits of His atonement for us in the heavenly sanctuary!  This part of Jesus’ ministry is practically ignored by many in the Christian world today!  But the book of Revelation tells us that a message will go forth in the last days which informs the world that ‘the hour of His judgment is come.’   See Revelation 14:7.   The subject of the sanctuary and the 2300 days of Daniel's prophesies demands careful study by all those who seek to know the final work in the great plan of salvation.  The high priestly ministry of Jesus is just as essential for our salvation as was His death on Calvary’s cross for us!


11.  Besides cleansing the sanctuary, what else was being cleansed on the Day of Atonement?  Leviticus 16:30.


Answer:  The ________ were also cleansed.


12.  What were the people commanded to do on the Day of Atonement?  Leviticus 16:29.


Fill in:   "Ye shall ________ your _________ and do no ________ at all."


Note:  The people of God living today are to take seriously the work that is presently going on in the heavenly sanctuary where our High Priest is ministering in our behalf!  Since 1844, the heavenly Day of Atonement, or as it may well be called the "Investigative Judgment" has been gong on.  The heavenly sanctuary is being cleansed from the record of sins and the people of God also are being cleansed from their sins by the ministry of our High Priest Jesus Christ!  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus is applying the merits of the atonement on behalf of all those who repent and claim Him as Savior!


13.  How do we know that there is a record of sins kept in heaven?  Daniel 7:9-10 and Revelation 20:12.


Answer:  Because the Bible speaks about ________ being ________ in the judgment!


Note:  The heavenly books record every sin committed.  Those that are repented of are covered by the blood of Christ and will be blotted out forever when the investigative phase of the judgment is over.   See Acts 3:19.   Even though the people of God are forgiven of their sins, they must remain faithful to the Lord until the end in order to be saved.   See Matthew 10:22.  The Investigative Judgment or heavenly Day of Atonement going on right now will determine who has truly been born again and has “afflicted their souls” in repentance of their sins.   When the work of Jesus our High Priest is finished, He will change His priestly garments and put on His royal robes to come as King of Kings and Lord of Lords!





