Lesson 1: The Everlasting Gospel





Welcome to the Great Controversy Prophecy Guides.  The lessons are easy to do, and we suggest you use a King James Version of the Bible because this was the version the lessons were made for, and for which the fill-in questions are geared to.  You are beginning an exciting study in Bible prophecy that you will never forget!  “Jesus is coming soon!” is the message Bible prophecy heralds, and the coming events we need to know about have been clearly explained to us by Yahweh, the God of heaven in His holy Word!   In chapter 14 of the book of Revelation, we find three angels speeding through the heavens with urgent messages for the world.  These angels represent the messages God’s true people will herald to the world just before Jesus’ return.  The term the “three angels’ messages” is a term familiar to students of Bible prophecy. The very first, and most important of all of these messages is the "everlasting gospel." We will cover all the messages of these three angels in these 10 lessons. But first, and foremost, we want to make very clear the “everlasting gospel.”  For it is the “good news” that God has taken the initiative to save mankind, and that the provision to save all men has already been made!  Let’s prayerfully enter into the sacred ground of holy writ!





1.  What are we saved by according to Ephesians 2:8-9?   Answer:  By God’s  and not by any good  that we can do.





Note:  Grace is God’s unmerited favor toward us. In order for us to be saved by our works or good behavior, we would have to live a perfect life from the moment of conception until death without committing one single sin in thought, word, or deed! But according to the Bible, no one but Jesus has ever done that!





2.  Galatians 2:21 tells us that if we could be saved by the ________, then Jesus ________ in _________.





Note:  If it were possible for us to save ourselves by perfectly obeying the Ten Commandments, then Jesus died on the cross for nothing! But it is BECAUSE we cannot perfectly obey the law in our unconverted state that Jesus came! He lived a perfect, sinless life that will be credited to our account it we accept Him as our Savior and Substitute.





3.  What is “sin”?   1 John 3:4.   Answer:   "Sin is the ________ of the ________."





Note:  There is no sin that we can commit that is not in some way a transgression of one of the Ten Commandments!  They are God’s guidelines for successful living.  Yet without the Spirit of Christ living in us, we are powerless to truly obey His laws.





4.  Romans 3:23 tells us that “all have ________ and fall ________ of the glory of God”.





Note:  We are all sinners, and as sinners we fall short of what God requires for eternal life.  But Jesus did not fall short!  His obedience can be credited to our account through faith!





5.  What are the “wages of sin,” and what is the “gift of God”?    Romans 6:23.





Fill in:  "The wages of sin is ________ but the gift of God is ________ through Jesus Christ our Lord."


Note:  We all have earned the death penalty because we all have sinned.  We can do only one of two things to pay this penalty.  We can die for our sins and forfeit eternal life, or we can accept, by faith, Jesus’ death in our behalf as the second Adam.  Just as we all became sinners by what Adam did, we can all become righteous by what Christ has done if we receive His atonement by faith!  Read Romans 5:12-19 right now, and read it carefully!  It has great news about the gospel!  At Calvary, Jesus suffered capital punishment in our place!  God’s gift to us is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord!   We cannot “earn” a gift.  It must be given to us freely to be a gift.  If we paid for it, it would no longer be a gift, but rather our “wages.”  The wages we have earned is death, but through Jesus we can have God’s “gift” of eternal life!





6.  What must happen to a person before he or she can “see” the kingdom of God?   John 3:3.





Answer:  He or she must be _________.


Note:  Jesus said we MUST be born again.  We need a change of heart!





7.  What is the promise found in  1 John 1:9?


Fill in:  "If we ________ our _________ He is faithful and just to ________ us our sins, and to ________ us from all _________."


Note:  The gospel has two parts: forgiveness and cleansing.  Not only does Jesus forgive us of our sins, but also He begins a process of sanctification in us by which we are cleansed from our sins and no longer wallow in the slough of sin and despondency.  The gospel will affect the whole of our life.  It will clean our clothes, wash our face, comb our hair, straighten up our life, and put us on the straight and narrow path that leads to the kingdom of God!





Jesus the Lamb of Revelation.





"Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood"   Revelation 1:5


"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain"   Revelation 5:12


"he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood"   Revelation 19:13


"Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely"   Revelation 22:17


�
Lesson 2: The Bible and Daniel's Dream





"... the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure."     Daniel 2:45





1.  How much of the Bible is inspired by God?   2 Timothy 3:16.   Answer:  _________ of it.





Note:  Some churches place little emphasis on the old Testament,  but remember, it was the old Testament that the New Testament writers were referring to when they said "Scriptures"!  The Old Testament was the Bible that Jesus and the disciples read and studied from! The New Testament canon (the name given to set apart books of inspiration) was not completed until many years after the apostles’ deaths.





2.  According to this same verse, what four things is Scripture “profitable” for?





Answer:  __________, _________, _________, and _________.





3.  What did the Savior say we are to “live by”?    Matthew 4:4.





Answer:  Every _________ that proceeds from the _________ of God.


Note:  In this day and age many are trying to live by “bread alone”, that is, by the material things of life, and they forget that they need to feed their spiritual nature with the Word of God!





4.  We get faith by “hearing,” but hearing what?   Romans 10:17.   Answer:  The _________ of _________.





5.  Of Whom do the Scriptures "testify"?   John 5:39.   Answer:_________


Note:  The Bible can truly be called the "Jesus Book"!  He is God’s great love initiative, the Superstar of its pages!





6.  Are the Scriptures open to “private interpretation”?   2 Peter 1:20-21.   Answer:_________


Note:  Private interpretation of the Scriptures would be where certain groups teach that a certain Bible text means this, or means that, without having any biblical or historical proof for their private interpretation.  Usually private interpretation of Scripture contradicts other portions of Scripture on the same subject.





7.  What did the resurrected Jesus do to teach two of His disciples a proper understanding of the word of God?   Luke 24:27.


Fill in:   “And beginning at _________ and _________ the prophets.   He _________ unto them in _________ the _________ the things concerning Himself.”


Note:  Jesus began with Moses’ writings (the first five books of the Bible) and went through the prophet’s writings taking pertinent texts from “all the Scriptures” while giving a Bible study to these two disciples.  The subject of that Bible study that Jesus taught was the gospel, the good news of His life, His death, and His resurrection!  These studies you are doing use the same method Jesus used! Pertinent texts from “all the Scriptures” are consulted in order to get a complete understanding of Bible truth.





8.  What did the Bereans do to determine if what Paul was teaching them was the truth?   Acts 17:11.


Answer:  They _________ the _________ daily.


Note:  You must study the Word of God for yourself, and not depend on what your pastor says, or what your church teaches!  They may be dead wrong!  Study the Bible in an attitude of prayer and find the truth for yourself!





9.  What did the Lord say would happen to those who tried to add to or take away from what He has caused to be written in His word?   Revelation 22:18-19.


Answer:  He will take their names out of the _________ of _________.


Note:  We need to beware of groups that have their own private set of Scriptures!  Usually these unorthodox translations of Scripture, or private set of “Scriptures” unique to one group or church adds things to the Bible that are never found in any Greek or Hebrew manuscripts of the Sacred Scriptures!





10.  What did Paul call the word of God in Ephesians 6:17?   Answer:  The _________ of the _________.


Note:  We need a weapon to fight the fight of faith.  That weapon is the Word of God -- your Bible!





11.  If we “eat” the Word of God (read and believe it), what will our hearts be filled with?  Jeremiah 15:16.


Answer:  _________ and _________.





12.  How shall a young man or woman keep their way pure in this sin-sick generation?   Psalm 119:9.


Answer:  By taking _________ thereto according to Thy _________.


Note:  One of the greatest proofs of the Bible’s divine inspiration is the many prophecies of the Bible that have come to pass in the exact manner as foretold by God.  The prophecies of the Bible are history told to us in advance!  One of the most amazing of these prophecies is the prophecy of Daniel chapter 2.  Let’s now turn to Daniel chapter 2 and read verses 1 through 30 before we continue.  King Nebuchadnezzar had a very impressive dream and none of the wise men of Babylon could tell him the meaning of the dream.  This dream came to this pagan king at a time when Babylon ruled the world. He was lying on his bed wondering what would happen after his great kingdom.  See verse 29. The Lord revealed to Nebuchadnezzar “what shall be in the latter days,” in other words, in history to follow. In fact, this vision given to the king and interpreted by the prophet Daniel tells the history of the world from 600 BC until the setting up of the kingdom of God which is soon to come! 


�
Lesson 3: Jesus' Return -- the Second Coming





Truths about Christ's Coming





1. Christ's coming is a literal event   


2. Christ's coming is a personal event


3. Christ's coming is a visible event   


4. Christ's coming is an audible event


5. Christ's coming is a glorious event





This third prophecy guide deals with the return of Jesus Christ.  The Bible teaches that the soon return of Jesus Christ is mankind’s best and most blessed hope.  It is our settled determination to help prepare others to get ready for the Lord’s glorious appearance!





1.  The Bible tells us that no one can know the exact _________ or _________ of Jesus’ return.   Matthew 24:36.





2.  Luke 21:36 tells us to _________ and _________ for the Lord’s return.





Note:  We must “watch” for events in the world that point to Jesus’ return and “pray” that we will receive His grace and the Holy Spirit’s power that will enable us to be ready for that great day.





3.  Matthew 24:3-14 lists nine signs that would point forward to the Savior’s return. List these nine signs below.





Verse 3-5:  _________.  Verse 6: __________.   Verse 7: __________.   


Verse 7: __________.   Verse 7: __________.   Verses 8-9:  __________.


Verse 11:  __________.  Verses 12-13:  __________ will abound.  Verse 14:  The __________ will be preached.





Note:  All of these signs are being fulfilled with increasing intensity as the world approaches its “last days”!





4.  What did Daniel the prophet say would “increase” in the last days?   Daniel 12:4.   Answer: __________





Note: Today, man’s knowledge in all fields is increasing at a phenomenal rate! Man today is toying with things that no other generation before has tampered with!  Also, there has been an increase of knowledge in the Word of God and in the prophecies contained therein.  These ten prophecy guides will increase your knowledge in the Word of God!  The above verse also tells us that in the last days men would “run to and fro.”  Today, with the supersonic jets and advanced communications techniques, men are running “to and fro” at a frightening pace!  Surely we are living in the last days of earth’s history!





5.  2 Timothy 3:1-5 informs us how people’s characters would be in the “last days.”   Do you think that this description depicts modern society today?





Answer: __________


Note:  Does this not accurately describe the people of this generation? We truly are living in “perilous times”!  Pride and blasphemy seem to be among the favorite sins of this generation.  Television, movies, and music highlight these evil traits of character, and sad to say, many professed Christians partake of the same!  It seems to be “cool” for young people to rebel against their parents and against moral standards and God’s laws!  Rock groups sing about these evil traits of character with abandon. Child abuse is at an all time high.  Many people seem to be “without natural affection” towards their own children!  The present generation of pleasure seekers rivals the generation of people living in Noah’s day!  To many people, religion is merely a “form,” and their formal rituals have no power to change their lives and characters!  No doubt the judgments of God will be revealed against all those who love what is evil and hate what is good!  This violent generation is what gives birth to the kind of tragedy that happened recently in Littleton, Colorado!  Only the return of Jesus Christ will put an end to the horror of sin!





6.  Into what “valley” will the entire world be called before Jesus returns?   Joel 3:14-16.   Answer:  The valley of __________.





Note:  The world will be called to make a decision between God’s ways and laws, and the ways and laws of Satan and his earthly representatives.  We must take a decided stand on one side or the other!  It is impossible to be a neutral party in the great controversy that is going on between Christ and Satan!  Jesus said, “He that is not with Me is against Me.”   Matthew 12:30.





7.  Who did Peter say would come in the last days, and what doctrine would they especially ridicule?   2 Peter 3:3-4.





Answer:  He said that __________ would come and they would ridicule the doctrine of Jesus’ .


Note:  The Second Coming of Christ is ridiculed by many living today. But Bible prophecy must be fulfilled!  There are some two hundred prophecies in the Bible predicting Jesus’ first coming to this earth, and He fulfilled them all with His birth, life, death, and resurrection.  There are over 2000 references and prophecies regarding His Second Coming!  How foolish it is for “scoffers” to doubt this truth!  “Ready or not, here He comes” is what the signs of the times and the Bible say!  The coming of Jesus Christ will be a cataclysmic, earth-shaking event seen and heard by the whole human race!





8.  In John 14:1-3 we find recorded Jesus’ personal _________ that He would return again!


�
Lesson 4: The Millennium





The Bible reveals the events which surround the Second Coming.





The Bible teaches that when the Savior returns, the dead in Christ will be resurrected, and the wicked living will be “slain by the brightness of His coming.” See 2 Thessalonians 2:8.  The living righteous will be changed in the “twinkling of an eye.”  See 1 Corinthians 15:52.  These living ones, along with the resurrected righteous of all ages, will rise “to meet the Lord in the air” when He returns.  1 Thessalonians 4: 17.The earth will be left in a desolate condition for one thousand years.  After the 1000 years, the New Jerusalem will descend from heaven preceded by Jesus and the saints.  At that time (after the 1000 years) the resurrection of the wicked will take place. That will be the executive phase of the judgment. The wicked will then suffer the “second death.”  The earth will then be purified from every trace of sin by being turned into a “lake of fire.”  All vestiges of sin, death, suffering, and temptation will be forever destroyed!





The term “Millennium” is derived from two different Latin words “mille” which means “thousand,” and “annus” which means “year.”  Thus the word “Millennium” literally means “1000 years.” The term “Millennium” is not found in the Bible, but there are several references to the “one thousand years.”





1.  When the Savior returns, what will happen to the righteous who have died and are in the graves?   1 Thessalonians 4:16-17.





Answer:  The ________ in Christ shall ________.


Note:  The righteous dead “rise first.”  The wicked dead are not resurrected when Jesus returns, but AFTER as we shall see shortly.





2.  When are the “rest of the dead” (the unrighteous) resurrected?   Revelation 20:5-6.





Answer:  After the ________ were _________.


Note:  Since the righteous dead are resurrected when Jesus returns, the “rest of the dead” could only refer to the unrighteous!  They live not again until after the Millennium!





3.  Did the Savior indicate that there would be two resurrections?    John 5:28-29.   Answer: _________





Note:  He called the first resurrection the “resurrection of life” and the second resurrection the “resurrection of damnation.”  The book of Revelation tells us that these two resurrections will be one thousand years apart!





4.  Who will the righteous be with for this 1000-year Millennium?    Revelation 20:6.   Answer:  _________





5.  What will this “great multitude” of the redeemed stand before?   Revelation 7:9-10.





Answer:  They stand before the _________ and before the _________.





6.  Where is God’s throne?  Psalm 11:4.   Answer:  In _________.





Note:  When the Savior returns, He will take His people back to heaven to be with Him for 1000 years.  See John 14:1-3.  The dead in Christ will rise “to meet the Lord in the air” on that great day. Since the wicked are slain by “the brightness of His coming,” and the righteous are taken to heaven for a thousand years, the earth will be depopulated during this time!





7.  What will the condition of the earth be like during these 1000 years after Jesus returns?   Jeremiah 4:23-27.





Fill In:  Verse 23:  "I beheld the earth, and lo, it was _________ and _________, and the heavens, and they had no _________."


Verse 24:  “I beheld the mountains, and lo, they _________, and all the _________ moved lightly.”


Verse 25:  "I beheld, and lo, there was _________ and all the birds of the heavens were _________."


Verse 26:  "I beheld, and lo, the  place was a _________ and all the _________ thereof were _________ at the presence of the Lord, and by His fierce _________."


Verse 27:  "For thus hath the Lord said, ‘The whole land shall be _________ yet will I not make a _________ end.'"





Note:  The cities of the earth will be “broken down” at the Lord’s presence.  See also Revelation 16:19.  The Bible says that “no man” would inhabit this “desolate” earth during the time immediately following the Lord's appearing.  But the Lord at that time will not make a “full end” because there are events that must take place when the 1000 years are over.





8.  What will happen to Satan, and where will he be during this 1000-year period?  Revelation 20:1-3.





Answer:  He will be _________ up with a _________ and thrown into the _________ pit for _________ years.


Note:  Since the book of Revelation is written in “apocalyptic” style (that is, written using symbols to explain truths), we must ascertain what truths are being symbolized.  We know that Satan is a spirit being.  Certainly a spirit being (such as an angel) cannot be chained up with a literal chain!  But because there will be no one for Satan to control or tempt during this 1000 year period, his hands will be “tied” in a symbolic sense!





The earth will be like a “bottomless pit” during the 1000 years following Jesus’ return!  The “cities” of the earth will be “broken down,” and the surface of the earth will be filled with the dead and decaying bodies of the wicked.  Darkness will cover the earth.  


�
Lesson 5: God's Law -- the issue in the Great Controversy between Christ and Satan





Love always leads to obedience, never to disobedience.





One only has to briefly look into the Bible, and especially the book of Revelation to quickly discern that the subject of loving obedience to Yahweh the God of heaven is a great issue in the controversy between Christ and Satan.  In fact, the devil is angry with the “remnant” church (the church at the end of time preaching God’s messages) because they “keep the commandments of God,” and they have not been deceived regarding them!  They show their love for Jesus by living for Him.  In fact He lives in them, and therefore they walk in agreement with God’s commandments!





Because the devil is against the law of God, and because he has launched an all out war against God’s law, it is vitally important for us to know the relationship the law of God has to the gospel.   





First of all, we must understand two very important principles.  First, when we are in Christ, all the requirements of the law for salvation are met through Christ’s life, death, and resurrection.  In 1 Corinthians 6, verse 11, Paul tells believers “ye were washed, ye were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the spirit of our God.”  In Christ we have already been justified, and sanctified, and washed!  Praise God!





1.  What does it say we are in Christ in Colossians 2:10?   Answer:  We are __________ in Him.





Note:  Objectively, Jesus has already accomplished everything necessary for sinful men and women, and boys and girls.  When they believe in Christ by faith, they can be declared righteous and candidates for heaven.  Amen and amen!  Christ in us is the hope of glory!  Christ in us means victory over sin, over unrighteous living, over lawlessness!  This is also good news!   The law of God is a mirror that shows us the dirt on our face, but a mirror cannot wash the dirt off.  The blood of Christ is the soap that can wash us clean!  In the born-again Christian, God intends that His law will be obeyed, not to earn any merit whatsoever, but to give glory to God!





2. What is sin according to the Bible?   1 John 3:4.   Answer:  Sin is the ________ of the _________.





Note:  Sin is lawlessness.  It is breaking God’s law!  Christians are to “go and sin no more.”  (See John 8:11.)   In other words, they are to obey God’s law motivated by love and enabled to do so by the Holy Spirit.





3.  What did Jesus say we would do if we “love” Him?   John 14:15.   Answer:   His __________.





Note:  Also in John 14:21 it says: “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me; and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.”  The word translated “loveth” in the above text is the Greek word “agapao.”  It is used to refer to the pure, untainted, unselfish love of God.   Only when we are rooted and grounded in His (Jesus’) agape love will we be able to cast out all fear and serve Him with unselfish motives.  The New Testament writers wrote in Greek, so they used four different words to distinguish God’s love from human love.  These four words they used and their meanings are:  1. Storge - family love, love for one’s kin,  2. Philos -  brotherly, affectionate love,  3. Eros -    Love between the sexes, and  4. Agape - Pure Godly’ love.





When we are under grace and by faith have received the atonement, then and only then can we have this agape love, and when we have this agape love, we will keep the commandments of God!   Jesus said in John 14:15, “If ye love (AGAPE) Me, keep My commandments.”  The one who deliberately breaks God’s commandments is not a born-again Christian.  He or she may say they are, but they are not!





4.  What did John call those who broke the Commandments of God, and yet said they “know” God?   1 John:2:4-6.





Answer: __________


Note:  Only the born again believer who has been changed from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant could walk as Jesus walked, and the context in the above verses plainly refers to walking in obedience to God’s commandments.  Get Christ in the heart by faith, and then the righteousness of the law will be there also.





5.  If we keep God’s commandments, what shall we “abide” in?    John 15:10.   Answer:  God’s __________.





Note:  Jesus said that abiding in His love (the word agape) means that we will keep God’s commandments.  The abiding in Christ mentioned here by the Savior cannot mean anything other than being “in Christ.”   In the Bible, there were “ceremonial” laws and ordinances that were a “shadow” of the cross.  These ceremonial laws and sabbaths had to do with sacrifices and offerings.  They were done away with -- “nailed to the cross” when Jesus died.  We no longer need to keep ceremonial laws, but the Ten Commandments are not ceremonial.  They are the transcript of God’s character! Circumcision was part of the “ceremonial law,” also called the “law of Moses.”  See Acts 15:1-5.





6.  Did Paul make a distinction between the ceremonial law that included circumcision and the moral law of God?   1 Corinthians 7:19 (read it in a modern version also).





Answer: __________


�
Lesson 6: The Holy Sabbath Day





A 6,000 Year Old Remedy for Tension





The Bible teaches that the observance of the seventh day Sabbath (the day we call Saturday today) is the fourth of the Ten Commandments.  Those who love the Lord and recognize Him as their Creator and Redeemer will, motivated by love, obey God’s laws. In fact, it will be the truly converted soul’s desire to do so!





1.  When was the seventh day Sabbath made?  Genesis 2:2-3.   Answer:  On the _________ day of creation week.





2.  Who was the Sabbath made for?  Mark 2:27-28.   Answer: _________





Note:  The Seventh-day Sabbath was made for all mankind, and it is not limited to any one race of people.  It was made holy and consecrated by our Creator at the end of creation week. This was done before sin entered the world through Adam and Eve’s fall. The Sabbath was made holy by God many centuries before Abraham (from whom the “Jews” came) existed.  So those who teach that the seventh day Sabbath was intended for the Jews only, simply do not understand the Scriptures or the intent of God!  The Sabbath was “made for MAN.”   God is not the Creator of the Jewish race only, but of all mankind!  The Sabbath is the sign that He is the Creator!





3.  According to John 1:1-13, who was it that MADE all things?   Answer: _________





Note:  Since we read in Mark 2:27-28 that the “Sabbath was MADE for man,” and the verse we just read says that the “Word” (Jesus) made all things, we can safely conclude that JESUS MADE THE SABBATH!





4.  Why is God worthy of our worship?  Revelation 4:11.   Answer:  Because He _________ all things.





Note:  The Sabbath is the memorial of His creative work.





5.  Revelation 14:7 records a message that is to go to the entire world in the last days of earth’s history.  Who are we commanded to worship in this text?





Answer:  "Worship Him that _________ heaven and earth ..."





Note:  Some teach that Jesus’ death on Calvary’s cross abolished the reason for seventh-day Sabbath observance, but Calvary did not change the fact that in “six days the LORD (Yahweh in Hebrew) made the heavens and the earth”!  In the book of Revelation we are told to worship Him that created all things.  The language found in Revelation 14:7 is very similar to the language found in Exodus 20:11, the fourth commandment!  We are still to worship the Creator, and the Sabbath is the sign that He IS THE CREATOR."You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and by Your will they exist and were created."    Revelation 4:11





6.  Why did the Lord make the Sabbath?  Exodus 20:8-11.





Fill in:  Verse 11:  “For in _________ days, the Lord _________ heaven and earth, the _________ and all that in them is.”





Note:  It is impossible to worship the God of heaven as Creator if we willingly fail to observe the seventh day Sabbath.  The reason for this is because the Sabbath was given to mankind so that they would remember their Creator.  Claiming to worship the Creator and yet breaking the seventh-day Sabbath command would be like saying you love America, and yet, trampling on the American flag!  The Sabbath is God’s memorial of creation!  Some people call Sunday, the first day of the week, the “Sabbath,” but Sunday is never referred to as the Sabbath in the Bible.





7.  In the “New Earth” that will be created after this present earth is destroyed, what day will everyone worship on?  Isaiah 66:22-23.





Answer:  the _________ day.





Note:  If we will be keeping it forever in the new earth, does it not stand to reason that it has not been abolished now?





8.  Jesus went to worship services on what day?  Luke 4:16.   Answer:  On the _________ day.





9.  Did the early Christians living after Jesus’ death and resurrection observe the Sabbath?  Acts 16:13.





Answer: _________





10.  In Acts 13:42-45, after the Jews had left the synagogue, the Gentiles wanted to hear Paul preach some more.  When did Paul tell them to come back for more preaching and worship services?





Answer:  The next _________ day.


�
Lesson 7: The Prophecy of Daniel 7





Earlier, we studied about the prophecy of Daniel 2, which was about King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a great statue.  Remember that the statue had a head of gold, chest and arms of silver, stomach and thighs of brass, legs of iron, and feet part of iron and part of clay.





We learned that the head of gold represented the kingdom of Babylon, and that the chest and arms of silver represented the Medo-Persian Kingdom that followed Babylon.  Then after the Medo-Persian kingdom, the kingdom of Greece followed, which was represented by the stomach and thighs of brass in the king’s dream.  Then followed the iron legs, which represented the Roman Empire.  The toes of iron and clay represented the nations of modern Europe, which developed as a result of the breakup of the Roman Empire in the fourth and fifth centuries.  Finally, we learned how the rock that struck the image on the feet and turned it to dust and blew it away, and which became a great mountain that filled the whole earth, represented the Rock Jesus Christ who will soon come and establish His kingdom!





Well, today we are going to study the prophecy of Daniel chapter 7, which follows the same sequence of kingdoms, but which gives us insight into some important details regarding the religious kingdom of Papal Rome that was established after pagan Rome’s fall.





1.  In his vision, what did Daniel see “strive” on the great sea?   Daniel 7:1-2.   Answer: _________





Note:  Winds represent strife in bible prophecy.  See Psalm 65:7, Isaiah 17:12-14, Jeremiah 4:12-13, etc.





2.  In Bible prophecy, what does the “sea” represent?   Revelation 17:15.   Answer: _________, _________ and _________.





Note:  So what Daniel saw was great political strife taking place upon the sea of humanity from which four kingdoms developed!





3.  What came up from this sea Daniel saw?   Daniel 7:3.   Answer:  _________ great _________.





Note: These represent the four great kingdoms that affected God’s covenant people.  They are the same kingdoms represented by the metals of the statue of Daniel chapter 2.  But now, instead of metals, the Lord uses beasts to represent these kingdoms.





4.  What was the first beast like?   Verse 4.   Answer:  A _________ with _________.





Note: The lion with wings was a well-known figure in ancient Babylon. In fact, the walls of the city, parts of which are still standing, have these images on them!  The lion represented Babylon, as did the head of gold on the statue of Daniel 2.  The man’s heart represented King Nebuchadnezzar, the great king of Babylon. The fact that the wings were plucked may represent the decline of his empire in the latter years.





5.  What was the second beast that Daniel saw in his vision represented as?   Daniel 7:5.





Answer:  A _________ up on _________.





Note:  This beast represents the Medo-Persian Empire, which followed Babylon in world history.  The Medes and the Persians were cruel, as a bear can be.  The fact that the bear is raised up on one side reflects the fact that one of the two peoples -- the Medes and the Persians that combined together to make up this kingdom was stronger than the other.  The bear had “three ribs in the mouth of it.”  This represents the three kingdoms of Babylon, Lydia and Egypt that were “devoured” by the Medo-Persian Empire!





6.  What was the third beast that Daniel saw in his vision described as?   Verse 6.





Answer:  A _________ with four _________ and four _________.





Note:  This beast represented the Grecian Empire of Alexander the Great.  A leopard is already a swift animal, but a leopard with wings would be extremely fast!  What an accurate description of the rapid expansion of the Grecian Empire of Alexander!  In a few short years he conquered the world!  In fact, while just in his twenties Alexander lamented that there was no more worlds left to conquer!  Alexander died from a drunken fever at the young age of 32.  Before he died he told his generals that the kingdom would go to the strongest.  This resulted in the breakup of the Alexandrine Empire of Greece into four parts represented by the four heads the leopard had!  How accurate is God’s word, which tells us history in advance!  This prophecy was written centuries before the actual events took place!





7.  How did Daniel describe the fourth beast he saw in his vision?   Daniel 7:7.





Answer:  "dreadful and _________ and _________ exceedingly; and it had great _________."





Note:  This fourth dreadful beast with the “iron teeth” corresponds to the same kingdom represented by the iron legs of the statue of Daniel chapter 2.  It represents the Roman Empire, which followed Greece in world history.  The mighty Roman Empire did devour, break in pieces and stamp down all its enemies!





8.  How many “horns” did this fourth beast have?   Verse 7.   Answer: _________


�
Lesson 8: The Beast and his Mark





The warning against worshipping the beast is the most urgent given in the book of Revelation.





1.  What does the angel say “is fallen, is fallen”?    Revelation 18:2.   Answer:  _________


Note:  This term is a symbolic name for the false religious system that deceives the whole world.  According to Revelation, this false religious system will deceive the whole world with false doctrine and false worship. The name indicates it will have religious elements in it that originated in ancient Babylon!





2.  Besides the name, “Babylon the Great,” what other title is given to this false religious system?   Revelation 17:1.


Answer:  The Great _________ that sittest upon many _________ having names of _________, having seven __________ and ten _________.


Note:  The term “beast,” “Great Whore,” and “Babylon the Great" are all titles used in the book of Revelation to denote the great false religious system that has deceived and is deceiving the whole world!  This beast the Great whore rides or controls is some type of union of nations that all pay allegiance to the false church as indicated in Revelation 17:3 because it says she has the names of "blasphemy" upon it.  This term has to do with religion!





3.  What does the term “many waters” upon which the Great whore sits indicate about the false church’s influence?    17:15.   


Answer:  The “many waters” represents the many _________ of the world that this false Church will have influence and rule over!





4.  Are the “Great whore” and “Babylon the Great” one and the same?   Revelation 17:1-5.   Answer:_________





5.  In contrast to the Great Whore church, what is the true church pictured as?   Revelation 12:1-2.


Answer:  A pure _________.


Note:  This symbolic woman represents the pure people of Yahweh down through the centuries!  The Great Whore is the false church; the pure woman is the true one!





6.  What was the Great whore seen sitting upon?   Revelation 17:3.


Answer:  "A  colored _________ full of names of _________, having _________ heads and ten _________."





7.  Who gives the beast of Revelation 13 his power and throne?    Revelation 13:2.   Answer:  The _________.


Note:  See Revelation 12:9 to ascertain who the great, red dragon really is!  But Satan never shows himself openly; he uses other powers to enforce his ways, as we shall see!





8.  What did Satan try to do to Jesus as soon as He was born a babe and became flesh to save us from sin?   Revelation 12:4.


Answer:  He wanted to _________ Him.


Note:  History and the Bible tells us that when Jesus was born, Satan used the power of imperial Rome as his instrument of choice to try to destroy and “devour” the newborn Messiah. This is a very important identifying mark as to who the BEAST, the GREAT WHORE, and BABYLON THE GREAT represent!  Rome, we shall see, has a very important part to play in the matters of the great controversy between Christ and Satan!   Revelation 13:2 tells us that the dragon (which primarily represents Satan, and which secondarily represents pagan Rome) "gave" the beast his “power, and his seat, and great authority.” To find out who the “beast” represents, we need to know who received “power,”  “authority,” and the “seat” from pagan Rome!   When pagan Rome fell from power, papal Rome took its place! The Roman Church received from pagan Rome its seat, power, and great authority!  A.C. Flick the historian, in his book, The Rise of the Medieval Church, writes this:   “It is an undisputed fact of history that under the latter Roman emperors, after Constantine, the religion of the Roman government was changed from pagan to papal ... that after AD 476, the bishop of Rome (the pope) became the most influential power in Western Rome, and by Justinian, in 533 AD was declared the ‘head of all the holy churches,’ and the ‘corrector of heretics.’  The removal of the capital from Rome to Constantinople in 330 AD, left the western church, practically free from imperial power, to develop its own form of organization.  The bishop of Rome, in the SEAT of the Caesars, was now the greatest man in the West, and was soon, when the Barbarians overran the empire, forced to became the political as well as the spiritual head.”





9.  Does the religious “beast” of Revelation 13 exert his influence over the whole world?   Revelation 13:7.


Answer: _________


Note:  Since the fall of pagan Rome, there has only been one fallen church that has a single man at its head, who sits on a throne, and who has loyal subjects in every nation.  That church is the Roman Catholic Church!  It received its power from pagan Rome, just as the prophecy said!  But the Lord gives us clearer identifying marks so that we need not mistake the identity of this beast!





10.  What does this great harlot sit on that is represented by the “seven heads” of the beast?   Revelation 17:9.


Fill in:  “Here is the mind which hath wisdom.  The seven heads are _________ on which the woman sitteth.”


Note:  Rome is called the “city of seven hills”!  What a clear identifying mark as to the location of the Great Whore’s headquarters!  It is in Rome where the Vatican is located!





11.  The beast of Revelation 13 has a special number attached to its name.  We are told that this name would be applied to a specific “man.”  What’s the number of the beast?   Revelation 13:18.


Answer:  _________


Note:  Verse 17 says that it is the number of “his name” or title.  The Roman Pope is called by the official Latin title of VICARIVS FILII DEI.  Translated, this means “the vicar of the Son of God.”  Roman numerals have numerical value, and so it is possible to


�
Lesson 9: The End of Death





"The dead praise not the Lord neither any that go down into silence."    Psalm 115:17





1. What did Jesus compare death to?   John 11:11-14.   Answer:________





Note:  Jesus did not say Lazarus was in heaven.  He said that he “sleepeth” in death!  It would have been cruel for Jesus to call His friend Lazarus from the joys of heaven back to this earth.  But Jesus didn’t call Lazarus from heaven.  He called him from his tomb where he lay in the sleep of death!  See John 11:39-44.





2.  How much are the dead aware of?  Are they conscious somewhere in another realm of existence?  Ecclesiastes 9:5-6.





Fill in:  The dead ________ not ________.


Note:  Doesn’t it give you peace to know that a family member or loved one is sleeping till Jesus comes and does not see all the terrible things going on in this world?





3.  Who was the first one to teach man that he has unconditional immortality, and that he cannot die?   Genesis 3:24.





Answer: ________


Note:  It was the devil that first said, “ye shall not surely die”!  This idea that man has an immortal soul that lives on after his death is of pagan origin.  Satan’s original lie forms the basis of modern spiritualism and “New Age Movement.”  The teachings of Hinduism, Buddhism, reincarnation, séances, channeling etc. all are just other way of repeating Satan’s lie that “ye shall not surely die.”  But God’s Word says that the wages of sin is “death”!





4.  Who alone has immortality at the present time?   1 Timothy 6:14-16.   Answer: ________





5.  When will men and women receive immortality?   1 Corinthians 15:22-23.


Fill in:  "For as in ________ all ________ even so in ________ shall all be made ________.  But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at ________."  See also verses 53-55.


Note:  When Jesus returns in power and great glory, then shall come to pass the saying that death is swallowed up in victory!  Immortality will be given to the righteous at that time, and not before!





6.  Can a “soul” die?   Ezekiel 18:4.   Answer: ________





Note:  The word soul in the Bible simply means person or being.  It is used today in the same way.  For example, someone might say that ten souls perished in a plane crash.  What does this mean? Does it mean that ten invisible, immortal essences died, or that ten people died?  When God breathed into Adam the “breath of life,” the Bible says that Adam became a “living soul.”  Genesis 2:7.  Newer translations render this verse “living person.” Nowhere in the Bible does it say that a soul is immortal!





7.  Is the word soul ever applied to other living creatures besides man?   Revelation 16:3.    Answer: ________


Note:  If the word “soul” always refers to immortality, then that would mean the fish in the ocean are immortal!





8.  After Adam and Eve sinned, the Lord stopped them from eating of the “tree of life.”  Why did He do this?   Genesis 3:22-24.


Answer:  Lest they should eat and ________.


Note:  Adam and Eve needed to eat from the “tree of life” in order to “live forever.”  Their immortality was conditional and based on their obedience to God’s commandment!  They were not inherently immortal.  They had the possibility of immortality IF they passed the test of love and loyalty to their Creator.  In the earth made new, the tree of life will be restored to those who have proved loyal to God!  See Revelation 22:1-2 & 14.





9.  Are the dead now praising God in heaven?   Psalm 115:7.   Answer: ________





10. When did Jesus say that He would raise up the dead who sleep in Him?   John 6:40 & 44.


Answer:  On the ________.





11. What will the wicked unbelievers finally be turned into?    Malachi 4:1-3.   Answer: ________





12.  What about the word hell in the King James Version of the Bible?  Doesn’t it mean that the wicked will be tortured in flames forever, suffering unimaginable pain and anguish?





Answer:  No!  The word translated hell in the King James Version of the Bible is the Greek word Hades, and merely means “the grave” or the “abode of the dead.”  In Revelation 20:14 it states that death and hell (Hades) will be cast into the lake of fire.  In other words, death and the grave will be destroyed forever.  How could hell be thrown into the lake of fire if it already were burning?





The wicked will be burnt up in the Lake of Fire after the 1000 years we studied about in an earlier lesson.  God will torture no one forever and ever!  This monstrous idea about God causes many people to reject the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit! The Godhead is not made up of heavenly ghouls who delight in the screams and torture of their children throughout the ceaseless ages 


�
Lesson 10: The Remnant Church





The average person is confused with this bewildering array of churches.





God does have a true church organization on the earth.  The word of God makes plain that not ALL churches are the pathways to heaven!  Jesus said, “narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and FEW there be that find it.”  See Matthew 7:14.  The true church will teach all the truth of God, not just some of it.  This matter demands the most careful study, for one’s eternal destiny is involved!





1.  First of all, what must be the foundation of the true church?  1 Corinthians 3:11.   Answer: ________





Note:  Human theories, traditions, and philosophies cannot properly support the church.  t must be built on Jesus!  All other foundations are shifting sand!





2.  How is the true church pictured in Revelation 12:1?     Answer:  As a ________ clothed with the ________.





Note:  Revelation is written in symbolic language.  A woman represents the church or the true people of God.  See Jeremiah 6:2.





3.  Besides a woman representing the true church, is there another woman mentioned in Revelation that represents the false church?  Revelation 17:3-5.


Answer: ________


Note:  Notice that the official colors of this fallen church are purple and scarlet.  This woman represents the false religious system that deceives the whole world.  It is the same power represented as the “beast” in Revelation chapter 13.





4.  How long would the true church (as represented by the woman of Revelation chapter 12) have to flee into the wilderness?   Revelation 12:8.


Answer:  For ________ days.


Note:  In prophecy, a day represents a year.  See Ezekiel 4:6.  The true church would have to flee into the wilderness for 1260 years.  She fled the devil’s persecution.





5.  For how long would the false church represented by the beast of Revelation 13 rule supreme?   Revelation 13:5.


Answer: ________ months.


Note:  The true church had to flee from the persecuting power of the false church!  In the year 535 AD, the prominent church in Rome at that time declared that its bishop, whom they called the "pontiff", was to rule all other bishops.  This was the creation of the papacy.  This papal church grew into prominence for centuries afterward.  Its time of supreme rule was what gave birth to the “Dark Ages.”  During this time period of 42 months or 1260 days (42 multiplied by 30 equals 1260 days or years in prophecy), over 50 million people were put to death.  That is why those who believed in the Bible and denied the supremacy of the pope had to flee!





God has always had a people who were true to His word.  The Waldensians in Italy and the Huguenots in France were terribly persecuted for their faith.  You can obtain a book called Foxes Book of Martyrs at your local Christian bookstore that will give great detail about these terrible persecutions at the hands of the Roman Church. The Bible says that the false church would be “drunken with the blood of the saints.”   Revelation 17: 6.  In his book Key to the Apocalypse, H.G. Guiness writes:





"Plainly and openly the church of Rome has declared herself to be a persecuting church.  She has glorified in her intolerance.  Her avowed doctrine is that heretics ought to be visited by secular powers and even with death itself."





6.  What would “help” the true church flee from the persecuting power of Satan?   Revelation 12:15-16.


Answer:  The ________ helped the ________.


Note:  The earth would provide a place for the woman to be protected from the “flood” of persecutions.  That place was the wilderness places, and also the United States of America was a haven for religious freedom!  So according to the Bible, the true church would come out of hiding after the 1260 years of persecution. Since that began in 538 AD with the establishment of the Roman Papacy, 1260 years later would be 1798 AD.  In other words, the true church would again become visible after the year 1798!   The true church will teach the same things the apostles taught.  It will proclaim the truths of the Bible just before the Second Coming of Jesus!  On the contrary, the fallen church goes back only to 538 AD!





7.  Did Paul warn about a “falling away” from truth by some “Christians” before the coming of Jesus?   2 Thessalonians 2:3.


Answer:  ________





8.  Revelation 12:17 identifies the true church as she comes out of the wilderness years.  What is this church called?


Answer:  The ________.


Note:  A “remnant” is the last remaining part as when you purchase a remnant carpet.  It is the church at the end of time and just like a remnant piece of carpet it is the same as the first piece!  So the “remnant church” will be like the first church in the days of the apostles.  It will teach the very same truths!





Let’s review a little.  We have learned that the true church will come out in the open after 1798 and that it will become prominent in America, the land of religious freedom.  “The earth helped the woman.”





9.  What are two more clearly identifying marks of the true church?  Revelation 12:17 again.


